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found there, and they are by no means to be accounted aborij^ines

of the country. The neighbouring territory of Labraiior is their

native land, where they pass the greatest part of the year ; and, un-
attached to any particular sjwt, wander over an imn>ense tract <rf

desert and inhospitable wilds, although their numbers, ifcollected,

would scarcely people two or three villages. Throughout this

prodigious and dreary expanse of region, called by the Spaniarda

Labrador, and by the French, New Brittany, which is bounded
by the river Saiut Lawrence and the North Sea, and also by the

coasts of Newfoundland, no savages, the Eskimaux excepted, are

to be met with. They are likewise found at a considerable dis-

tance from Hudson's Bay, on rivers which flow from the west-

ward.

Their name is said to be -derived from a word in tlie Abinaquis

language, Esquimantsic, importing, an eater of raw flesh ; they

being the only people known in North America who* use their

food in that state. They are likewise the only savages who per-

lait their beards to grow. They assume the appellation of Xera-
iite, or men. They are of a middling stature, generally robust,

Justy, and of a brown colour. The oil of the whale, and that of
the sea-cow and porpus, constitutes the most essential part of their

food, contributing to defend the stomach from the penetrating

effects of cold. .' .
.;

The nature of their aliment imparts to their constitution that

fulness, and to their compk^xion that greasy sallowness for which
they are remarked. Their head is large in proportion, and their

face round and flat ; their lips are thick ; their eyes dark, small

and sparkling, but inexpressive ; their nose is flat ; their hair

black, long, and lank ; their shoulders are large ; and their feet

uncommonly small. They are disposed to be lively, are subtile,

cunning, addicted to theft, irritable, but easily .'ntimidated ; and
incapable of long entertaining, or concealing, sentiments of ha-

tred or revenge. They are^ only people on the continent of

Ainerica, who, in character or appearance, exhibit the smalle&t

resemblance to the inhafbitants of tlie northern parts of Europe.
Their covering is made of the skins of seak, or of wild ani>

mals, or of those of the land and sea fowls which frequent their

territory, and which they have acquired the art of-sewing together.

A species of capuchin, or coat with a hood, fitted closely to thr.

body, and descending to the middle of the thigh, forms a principal

part of their dress. They wear ako trowsers of the same mate-

rials, drawn together before and belnnd with a cord. Several

pairs of socks, with boots, are worn by both sexe«, to defend the

logs and feet from the penetrating cold. The drcwi of the nvo-

men is distinguished from that of the men by a tail, which tiilisa

considerable way down, by their capuchins being much liugtr lo •


