
by means of the perseverance and power
of that cumpact body directed by Mr.
Paniell. It is not correct to compare
the situation of the people in this country
before responsible government was
granted to us, with that of the Irish

1

people to-day. The hon. member for
|

Quebec East (Mr. Laurier) told us
this afternoon that since we had

[

been granted responsible government sul-

1

lenness had disappeared from our midst
and peace, happiness and loyalty to the
crown prevailed throughout the land;

but does not the hon. member forget

that the bill which gave him that right

was forced upon the people of Lower
Canada against their wishes ?

Mr. Laurier. It was the act of

union they opposed. .

Mr. McCiJiTHY. Yes, and it is by
the Act of Union that the hon. member
got responsible government and the
liberty to govern himself of which he
has boasted, and which he says has
enabled his people to live happily and
prosperously under the British flag.

That Act was passed in the British Par-
liament, against the will of the people
of Lower Canada, and yet that union
with the people of Upper Canada which
lasted until the time of Confederation,
was found, as my hon. friend has had to

admit, to confer happiness and peace and
prosperity upon us all. Now, the first

thing I find in this Act is what, perhaps,
may appe.ar to be a terrible wrong, and
that is the right to make preliminary
investigation— the right, although no
particular man may be charged with
crime, to hold, as it were, an inquisition

for the purpose of discovering who the
criminal may be when a crime is com-
mitted. We have for some time past
adopted that principle with much effect.

If a fire takes place we have the right to

hold an inquiry and take evidence for

the purpose of discovering who it Avas

that committed the arson. Does any
hon. member nay that, so far as that is

concerned, there ia anjrthing so far astray
or wrong? We will pass to the next
provision of the Bill, the one concerning
summary jurisdiction. It does, as has
been correctly stated, in certain mis-
demeanors, not in matters of felony, but
in the minor descriptions of crime,

enable people who are charged with the
offences to be tried before two magis-
trates, who may commit to gaol for a

period not exceeding six months. We
are a down-tr<jdden race, for have we
not been living under the Canada Tem-
perance Act for some years, and that is

the power we find within the four

comers of that Act. There are many
offences which can be tried under our
criminal law before magistrates, most of

them, I admit, by the consent of the

accused ; and if our hon. friends will

look at our criminal statistics, they will

find that, in the greater number of

cases, that tribunal is chosen in prefer-

ence to going before a jurj' ; but in

some cases, not all, the accused are com-
pelled to be tried before a stipendiaiy

magistrate, or a police magistrate,

whether they will or not. ^hat is to

be done, will hon. members say? If

juries will not convict, if out of a thous-

and crimes the convictions are only

sixty-two, if judges in assize town after

assize town have to adjourn the courts,

or to adjourn jhe trials of the criminal

cases, because in the face of the plainest

evidence, juries will not convict, I ask

hon. gentlemen, who say that this

measure should not have been passed,

to tell us what should be done. I point

to the Act of 1877, to show what we
would have done under similar circum-

stances. I point to the range of our
criminal laws to show what we have
done from time to time, and I think it

hardly lies with the representatives of

the people of Canada in this Chamber,
which enacts the criminal law, to find

fault with the Government of Great
Britain and Ireland who have thought

proper under these circumstances to ask

for these powers. Then there is the

power to move for a change of venue,

but any hon. member at all familiar

with our criminal law knows that that

power—I am not nov/ speaking of the

trial in England ; I will come to that

later ; I am speaking of the other power
to move for a change of venue from one
part of Ireland to the other—that that

is a power to be found on our criminal

law. 1 do not know when it was passed,

but it has been there certainly ever since

I have been practising law. And it is


