
16 Reofna District, Assiniboia, N.W.T.

MR. A. TRAYNOR GIVES INTERESTING PARTICULARS.

Ihm: Plain r.O., Sept. 15th, '88.

i). W. HOLE, Prf's. of Jt.B. of T.

Demi Sir,— In ivply to yours of th(i l.'Uh inst, re my impres-

sions of tlie country, 1 would .suy that iifter travelling through a

portion of Manitolia, south-west oflJrandon to the vicinity of the

V. S. houn(hiry, 1 located here in ]»rcfircnej as I considered it a

j^rcat advanta«4(! to have land to work that you had neither stones,

sloughs, Itluirs nor any other obstacle in the way of breaking, so

that you could jjIow your furrows the whole length of your section

or half secti(jn as the case may be, which I consider a great advan-

tage in the use of gang plows, harrowing with large outfits driven

by one man, harvesting, (.tc, as is the case in this district, as one

nian can accomplish much more than in having to do much turn-

ing. The land here is a very rich clay loam with clay sub-soil,

and is somewhat hard to break and backset, but after that it is easy

to work. 1 broke lUO acres lure in 1880 with a gang plow drawn
by 4 to 7 oxen, the dryest season we have had since the place was
siittled, and backset 7l' acres of the same besides doing what other

work 1 had to do. Cool days 1 broke oh acres per day, but my
average during the month of June was about 3 acres per day; in

backsetting about 7 to 8 inches deep with 6 to 7 oxen, I averaged

about 2}, acr. s j
er day on half mile furrows. I have my home-

sttail all broke, but about 4 of an acre where my house and granary

stand, and Uvarly iinishLd backsetting. 1 expect to have it all in

crop lu^xt year. I had about 120 acres under crop this year, viz.,

V)2 acres under red fyfe wheat, 2o acres under black Tartarian oats,

bal nice under turni] s, ]H)tatoes, etc., all of which has surpassed my
( xjiectation. 1 sowed seventy acr. s on last years stubble without

]»lowing, Jind just 1. arrowed with common harrows drawn by 5 oxen
abreast, harrowing in ten acres ];er day. Grain is all cut and about

half stacked. In cutting with a Little ^Maxwell binder I averaged

15 a-'res ])er day with 2 or 'A oxen.

The quality of the wheat is good and will grade No. 1 hard, if

not extra No. 1 hard. 1 find by collecting samjDles of wheat from
llegina east to Port Arthui elevator, from farmers, grain dealers and
elevator men, that the wheat grown in the Ilegina district is much
harder than that grown further east and consequently more valuable.

In drawing together the grain here, I find a vast difference from
Ontario, where we had so much more straw to handle for to get

the same qiuintity of grain. The question there seemed to be, how


