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While delivering himself of this little oration he paced his cell like

an infuriated maniac. He thundered his anathemas on the policy

and principles of the nineteenth century churches, gesticulating

almost all the while. When he came to the word 'scaffold 'he

faced his visitors. With the veins of his throbbing temples dis-

tending with convulsions, he pointed towards the scaffold, and

fixing his wild, haggard eyes on the Rev. Mr. McWilliams, con-

tinued: 'To that scaffold will f walk boldly, preaching this mission

of church reformation so much rir'eded througliout the world.'"

I have given part of the evidence of these non-professional

people, because it is recorded in law books, and was asserted by a

learned Queen's Counsel at the trial, that any ordinary common
sense man could detect an insane man as easily as could an ex))ert.

Had this sweeping assertion been made of cases of acute mania,

there might have been some force in it ; but any one who has even

a limited experience of the insane knows that there are many
phases of insanity in all our asylums which in their subtility and

masked form, would bafHe the common sense but inexperienced

man, and even the legal theorist, with his ethical and antiquated

absurdities of definition. I have seen judges, lawyers, and mem-
bers of grand juries trying their mental acumen at selecting the

sane from the insane in our wards, with most ludicrous results.

Only a few days before his execution ho wrote to his clerical

friend in Winnipeg a farewell epistle. Jt is closely written in

French, and contains fourteen pages of foolscap. He knew that

his day of doom had come, yet it is full of the old delusions of

prophecy and other rubbish concerning his power and greatness.

One sentence will suffice as a specimen. He says: "Tiie pope of

Home is in bondage and is surrounded by wicked counsellors. He
is, however, not infallible, and the centre of the hierarciiy should

be located on this continent. I have elected Montreal as its head-

(piarters. In a year of weeks after this cnange the Papal See will

be centred in St. Boniface, Manitoba. The new order of things

will date from December 8, 1875, and will last four hundred and

Bevcnty-five years."

Then again: "Archbishop Bourget told me of my supernatural

power on tiie IHth of December, 1874. I felt it on that day, while

I was standing alone on a high hill, near Washington, D. C. A
spirit appeared to me and revealed it out of flames and clouds. I

was 8{)eech!e8s with fear. It said to me, ' Rise, Louis JJavid Riel.

You have a mission to accomplish for the benefit of humanity.' I

received my divine mission with bowed head and uplifted hands.


