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as he could never bear to have his room swept and

dusted, and he complained of the perpetual annoyance

to which he was exposed in Amsterdam from the exces-

sive scruples of the people in regard to tidiness.* It

may fairly be suspected that the annoyance was consider-

ably greater, as it was more justifiable, on the other side.

His habits in this respect clung to him to the last, and it

was evidently difficult to keep his surroundings tolerable

even in the comparatively sumptuous home in which he

closed his days.

The frank confessions of the Autobiography reveal the

fact, that the irregularity, which characterised the life of

Maimon, sometimes led to a breach of the weightier

matters of the law. The habit, which he began in Poland,

of seeking relief from external discomfort and internal

wretchedness in alcoholic stimulation, grew upon him

afterwards ; and as his health began to fail, he used to

treat his various complaints by a liberal allowance of

various wines and beers which he supposed adapted to

their cure.f The liberal allowance was very apt, espe-

cially in the evenings, to exceed all reasonable moderation;

and the sleepy inhabitants of Berlin were not infrequently

disturbed by the half-tipsy philosopher, as he wended

his way unsteadily homewards at unseasonable hours,

discoursing on all sorts of speculative themes in disagree-
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