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12 THE FISHERIES DISPUTE.

will help to show whether there is any reasonable proiipect

of an amicable arrangement, especially in view of the pro-

posed measures of retaliation, on the basis of the Article of

l8i8, as interpreted by the British Government, and will

exhibit the solid grounds for the belief expressed at Wash-
ington that that convention has been directly violated by

the British both in legislation and in practice.

:l

The Recent Treatment of American f'lSHiNG Ves-

sels.

Looking at the correspondence, it would seem as if every

attempt on our part fo • an amicable arrangement had be-

come hopeless through Lhe irreconcilable difference of view

as to the rights of Ajmericans under the Treaty of i8l8, and

an apparent confidence on the part of our Canadian neigh-

bors, which seems to have increased rather than diminished

since our payment of the Halifax award, that We have no

rights to protect, and no treaty stipulation under which we
can claim protection. The peaceful efforts of our Govern-

ment have been ineffectual, and their just hopes have been

disappointed. In April, 1886, Mr. Bayard wrote to Messrs.

Gushing and McKennay, of Portland, who had fishing ves-

sels ready for the Banks-, and who had asked if their fishing

vessels could call at Canadian ports for men and be pro-

tected in so doing :

... I expect to obtain such an understanding as will relieve our

fishermen from all doubts or risk in the exercise of the ordinary com-

mercial privileges of friendly ports, to which, under existing laws of

both countries, I consider their citizens to be mutually entitled free

from molestation. . . .

On July 26, 1886, President Cleveland'sent to the Sen-

ate a Report of the Secretary of State relating to the seiz-

ures and detentions of American vessels in Canadian

waters, in which Mr. Bayard referred to the correspon-

dence then pending as one " which it is believed must soon

terminate in an amiable settlement mutually just and hoi-


