
PERE KENK MENAND.

smitli shore of Lako Su|>iTit)r, as wt'll as tmicli <.)f what is now

Xorthwi'Stcni Wisconsin and part of wliat is now N'orthcasti'rii

Mimicsota. It was (Hiickly droidi-d that two missionaries

shonhl rc'tnrn with thi'so huUaiis, aiul .Menard was one of thosi-

chosen. 'I'lic other priest selected was Charles Alhancl, who,

however, was destined to j^o overland to I hulson Hay before

seeinj; any part of the West.

Menard was now tifty-tive years of a^e. Ilardshij) and

excessive work had left their marks upon him. 1 lis attenuated

f<jrni was bent as with jj^reat aj^e. his hair was uiiite. and it is

said [5] that his face bore the scars of wounds which he had

received at the hands r)f the Cayuj^a children, lint old and

decrei)it as lie was, he possessed a lofty soul and a stout heart.

In a letter to a reverend friend, ])enned at Three IJivers at

J o'clock in the mornini;- of Aujj;ust 27th, i66(5, just a few hours

before iiis departure for Laki' .Superior, Menard, amonj;; other

things, said:

"1 write \()u probabl}' the last word and I (tesirc it to be

the seal of our friendship untcj eternity. * * In three

or four months you may put me into the .Memento of the dead,

considering the manner of living of these people, and my age

and weak constitution. Notwithstanding all this, I have

felt such a powerful attraction and have seen so little of nature

in this undertaking, that 1 can not doubt that I would have
had eternal remorse had I missed this opportunity.

"We were taken a little by surprise, so that we were unable

to provide ourselves with clothing and other necessary things,

r.ut He who feeds the little birds and clotlies the lilies of the

fields will take care of 1 lis servants. Should we ha])])en to die

f)f misery, that would be for us a great happiness."

Menard left Three Rivers ow August 28th. Resides

Albanel, Jean ( iuerin, a donne [6] of the Jesuit ( )r(ler, and

seven other I'renchmen started with him. While ascending

the St. Lawrente, between Three Ri\ers and Montreal.

r')! .Tolin (iilmaiy Slioa. in "Catliolic JHssions."

[01 Donnf's wore pious laymen who pave tliplr seivicps to llic work ol'

tlip .Tpsiiit missions. The most noted clonn^s wore K^ne Oouiiil, .lean
Ouf'iin and fJiilllaume roiitnie. 'I'he institutinn was peeiiliar l(j Ni'w
Fi'aiK'c.


