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functions of Government leader in the Senate,
is obliged to transfer the burden to younger
shoulders. My relations with the honourable
senator extend back nearly twenty years, to
the time when hie was leader of the Conserva-
tive party in Saskatchewan. In those days
I appreciated, as I do to-day, his upright
character, his ability as a learned and
experienced legîsiator, and his moderation and
broad-mindedness in political affairs. I know
that I arn speaking on your behaîf as well as
for myself in voicing the hope that hie may
be speedily restored to health.

The saine wish is extended to the honour-
able member of this Charnber who until
recently had charge of the arduous work of
the Department of Labour (Hon. Mr. Robert-
son). His unbounded devotion to duty almost
ruined his health, but we are glad to see him
with us again, and to note that bis condition
is improving and we are to have the benefit of
his wise counsel.

May 1 be permitted to greet the bonour-
able senators who have been sworn in during
the last few days, and especially the new
representative of the Government in this
Chamber (Right Hon. Mr. Meighen). Ris
appointment does honour to the Government,
to the entire country and to this Chamber,
which will profit by his wide and profound
knowledge, splendid statesmanship and great
talent.

Honourable senators, the Speech from the
Throne is clear and concise. Most of the
matters, past and future, alluded to in the
Speech have been ably deait with by the
mover of the present motion, and it is un-
necessary for me to repent what has been
said.

The Governor General's speech is encourag-
ing in these dark days through which the
whole world is passing, for it gives us the
assurance that Canada is in a position of
financial stability whicb. is the envy of more
densely populated countries considered richer
than ours. This assurance is confirmed by the
success of the loans recently floated in Canada
and by the reports of our banks and life
insurance companles.

It is true that the reports of our railwayE
are less reassuring; but the railway problem
is nearing a solution, and we may await with
confidence the report of the commission that
bas been enquiring into this subjeet.

Mu-eh bas been said, and much written,
about the distress of our Western Provinces,
se severei-y tried by t.he crop f allu-res of the

set three years. In some places this distreas
is real, but the steps taken by t.he Government
harve succeeded net only in al.leviating misery,

but also in restoring to our people tâe con-
fidence necessary for the continuance of their
work.

Moreover, it is but fitting that praise should
be given te the spirit of sol4iarity ehown by
the provinces ithat have had more favouraible
crops in the last three years. Everywhere
there bas been a splendid response to the
appeals for heLp, and once more the great
generosity of the Canadian people hais been
amply demonstrated.

But the West will survive, for, though it
bas been hurt, its injuries are not mortal.
Toil, economy and perseverance wilI triumph
over adversity. As the Qovernment is pro-
viding the farmers of the Prairies with sus-
tenance, and witb seed grain, etc., ou-r fields
will, with the help of Providence, become
again, a.s in. the pa.st, the granary of the Em-
pire and the source of great and increasing
revenue.

The forthcoming Imperial Conference, which
will take place here in July next, wili give
definite assurance of new outiets for our pro-
ducts; and establish more favou-rable trade re-
lations for aIl the countries of the Empire,
and Canada in particular.

Already we can foresce Éhat smon our splen-
did country wiil enter once more upon days
of prosperity and progress. Tbanks to the
wisdom of the Governanent, the forcsight
shown in is measures, and the firmneas of its
decisions, we have placed our trade balance
on the credit side. Let us have confidence
in the future. The present century, as pre-
diioted by one of our great Prime Miniisters,
belongs te Canada.

Juat one word on the subject of our repre-
sentatives at the meeting of the League of
Nations in Geneva. Though Canada la a
young nation, she already, in the pst, has
spoken wîth authority at that assembly for
the promotion of world peace. We are sure
th-at our present representatives will prove
to be worthy successors of those who have
previously done us bonour amongst the wise
men of t.he world. Their mission is a noble
work. Let us pray that it may succeed.

(Text) Honourable mnembers of the Senate,
I should not like to conclude my first address
in this House without saying a few words to
those of you who may not understand French.
I wish to thank them for the kind and
courteous attention they have given me, even
if they were not able to f ollow everything I
said. Some twenty years ago, during my first
political campaign in Saskatchewan, I bad to
make wbat I would caîl my maiden Englisb
speech. After the meeting one of my friends
came to me and made the remark that I was
no artist in speaking English. It was true


