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stablishments and bought the cheap sugar
and developed the fruit industry, employ-
el more men and probably made more
Money. There is no country so backward
that it cannot induce international trade
When it is conducted on a free trade basis.
. Derefore, I say the country would be
!mmensely benefited by the adoption of the
POllcy which exists in the British Islands to-
ay. I should like to quote some views
Obtained from a man who I quoted last year
With regard to free trade in its relation to
CTime, Mr. Washington. He says in the
ourse of a letter :

th The cause of the low price now prevailing for
' raw products of the lands usually attributed
t(’,o"\él' productionn may, with more reason, be at-
."ﬂmted to the pretended efforts each protected
Z’“nn'y makes to protect its farmers and wage-
4rhers against the so called cheap labour of all the
hffl' protected countries.
Sid‘a‘eh country having a surplus it must sell out-
€ 1ts horders, and each protected country having
Ulgl tariffs specially directed against this surplus
all the rest, the surplus of all or nearly all are
otced into the British market where no tariffs
exist,
hagl)ls forsed competition among the protected
o lons to get rid of their surplus products in the
LY market left open to them, enables the people
vi Great Britain to buy these surplus stocks
Mually at their own price.
iat 1S price is further llepl‘fsggd, to the fabulous
vmnel'ml advantage of the British people, by the
CMense honuses all  protectionist governments
t}(\tg some of their people to .ex_ml)le such to scll
Thu surplus goods in the British market cheap.
K)‘_e:e bonuses ave paid usually !mnl with money
.ari’()\ved from the people of England by the
£ US protectionist governments on the security

tri € cultivated area within their varvious coun-
es,
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price paid for export governs the
Paid for home consumption, and as that price
always be tixed in the market importing tiwe
St quantity, the greater the competition in
2t market the lower must «o the price.
tiOx?iga word, the greater the number of protec-
lecé.t countries nt.au\y time existing, and the more
. ssful they are in preventing their people tvad-
cos, divect with the people of other protected
)
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¢r will he the competition each will offer to

or export, and the lower must fall the

Ceess "that nmarket in consequence.  This must

the -.ﬂllly lower the price in ul'l t'lw, }n:u'kets of

by VOrld, seeing that Gireat Britain imports the

{)r.%"f the exports of all countries, ;m.nd th;!.t the

Lome [.md for export governs the price paid for
Consumption.

“} Consider that those views are exceed-
is °.Y Sound and presented in an aspect that
Very intelligent. I should like to draw

* %entlemen’s attention to the enormous
)

tries which is the object of protection, the;

Other in the British market, in regard to their;

’gl‘owth of wealth in Great Britain since
they adopted free trade in 1840. In that
year, according to Mulhall’s statistics,

Ithe world’s debt to Great Britain was

| 2825,000,000. In 1882 forty-two years

lafterwards, the world’s debt to Great

. Britain was $5,340,000,000. In 1888, six

“years after that, the world's debt to Great

' Britain was $7,300,000,000.  In 1896, eight

“years after that, it is estimated now that
the world’s debt to Great Britain is
+£10,000,000,000. That has all been accom-
plished since the adoption of free trade. In
1 1840 the world’s debt to Great Britain was
‘only 3825,000,000. In 189G, fifty years
‘afterwards, the world’s debt to Great
" Britain was 810,000,000,000. Can anything

“be more plain or clearer as to the advan-

‘tages to be derived from the adoption of

(free trade ! I do not think there is any

'clearer proofs of its benetits, not only to

tthe country, but to mankind generally by

‘the expansion of trade, through the free

-trade policy of Great Britain. Its multipli-

{ cation by all the nations of the world, would

i be an increased benefit to humanity, convey-

iing great blessings and benefits with it.

'1 quote alongside of that theamount of gold

_coin and bullion in the world at the following

Idates. In 1840 the gold and silver then in

lexistence was £1,568.000,000. Tn 18R0 it

‘was £2,182,000,000. In 18901t was £2,448,-

000,000 and in 1896 it is estimated at

£2.636,000,000 ; that is from the same

dictionary of statistics.  Those I think are
valuable statistics in regard to the question

{that I am now presenting to the House.

| They prove that the efforts protectionist

| countries have made the basis of their policy,

' namely, to keep the gold and silver, which is

the basis of currency, in the home markets,

‘has had the contrary effect of driving the

‘gold or commodities which are synonymous

‘to the free trade market from which they

‘can only be obtained by borrowing.

'T should like to read also the testimony at

one of the meetings ~not the last meeting

that the leader of the opposition was
present at but the one before—of Mr.

William Adamson the representative of

the Singapore Chamber of Commerce at one

of the Imperial Conferences. He said :

[ bhelieve the place I represent furnishes an
object lesson of great value on this subject we are
discussing.  Sixty years ago Ningapore was a mere
fishing village, and now, in conjunction with the
sister settlements of Penang and Malacea, making
what is known as the Straits Settlements, it




