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to the impact of the forest cover on the build-up and
maintenance of those soils.

When it cornes to matters of irrigation and water
tables, the preservation of a balanced forest is vital 10
that substance upon which our society depends for its
very day-to-day existence. 0f course i recent years,
anyone with eyes to see and the ears to hear could flot
ignore the terrific impact that forest cover both in
Canada and mîternationally plays upon the atmospheric
environment, particularly ini lighl of recent debates on
the greenhouse effect and the dangers of global warra-
ing.

0f course many of the other discussions that look
place at that conference dealt with the ongomng debale
which is laking place between the various users of the
forestry resource, whether lhey be loggers, fallers, saw-mii workers, people in the plywood indusîry, hunters,
naturalists, water users and other soil users. Everyone
has a vesled mnterest. Ile growing recognition by confer-
ences such as the one held by Nelson last weekend or in
the media generally in recent months, is that the
principle of sustainable development means Ihat those
resources that we have always held to be renewable must
in fact be made renewable. It is vitally important if we
are to be able 10 derive a good living both individually
and as a nation from. that resource, or to be able to enjoy
the recreational lime that gives Ihis nation and its people
mucli of their own partîcular spirit.

Another event that happened within my own constitu-
ency recently I think also shows the importance of the
couplmng of environmental awarencss and the economic
importance of the forestry resource. The company which
operates the pulp operation i Castlegar is now in
partnership belween certain Canadian economic inter-
esls and the Chinese government. The pulp mill i
Casîlegar recently announced a $630 million expansion
programn. It was interesting 10 note that i their public
information release they suggested that one of the major
reasons for that major investment at this lime was the
stricter and proper environmental standards that have
now been imposed on the industiy.

I particularly noted at the lime thal this release was
giving strong credence 10 whaî many people have been

saying for years, that a new awareness and concentration
on protecting the environment i fact can create jobs.
Here you have $630 million being invesîed, a doubling of
production in an area of the province of British Colum-
bia which has the highest proportion of decadent wood of
any other part of the province, causing the doubling of
pulp capacity in an area i which that wood supply had 10
be utilized i order 10 make rooma for new forest
regeneration. We were very happy not only because of
the jobs that were being created but because the expan-
sion of that operation allowed us to0 utilize our resource
i a much better way, and, as il turns out, in a much more
environmentally sensitive way aI the saine lime.

I was also happy because il allowed me 10 use that as
an example. Ail of us who are concerned with the
economic well-being of those communities and the
people dependent on this industry, and I have been one
of lhem for the majority of my working life, can use il 10
show that we can have a resource that provides jobs, that
provides strengthened communities and looks after our
environmienl aI the same lime, as long as we do il
intellîgently and with a view 10 the needs of the future.

I have been involved over many, many years i a
number of attempîs through public meetings, the use of
theatre music, 10 try to bring groups together, be lhey be
environmentalists or loggers. We have attempted 10
bring them together i forums i which they can begin 10
meet on some common ground, and il is flot always easy.
Any other members who happen to corne from constitu-
encies that comprise strong representation both of wood-
workers and Ihose with a very strong feeling for the
natural aspects of our environmienî, will realize Ihat
being a politician for those kinds of areas is nol always
the easiest thing 10 do. You are trying constantly 10 gel
them 10 find common ground, 10 continue 10 talk with
each other i a reasonable manner and 10 respect each
other's roles. But il can be done. 'Ilke, for example, two
of my best friends, both who corne fromn my own area.
One is Jack Munro, president of IWA Canada. The other
is Colleen McCrory, who is president of the Vaihalla
Wildemness Society and one of the chief, so-called,
"hired guns"' of the environmenlal movement i Cana-
da. Many ministers here shudder when lhey hear her
name because she seems 10 be able 10, gel appoinîments
and gel things done i half an hour thal other people
would take months 10 do.

October 27, 1989 COMMONS DEBATES


