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Mr. MacNICOL: That is a goverument
concern; I was thinking of private business.

Mr. HOWE: He left the post of vice-
president of Mantreal Liglit, Heat and Poiwer,
where lie was receiving a salary of $35,00O
a year.

Mr. MacNICOL: At the saine rate we
ouglit to pay the Minister of Reconstruction
a salary of $100,000 a year.

*Mr. HOWE: I shal lie grateful for that.

Mr. CASE: How many menibers are there?

Mr. HOWE: Three.

Mr. CASE: They are ail paid?

Mr. HOWE: They are ail paid.

Mr. CASE: This section provides that two
shail form. a quorum?

Mr. HOWE. That is right.

Section agreed to.

On section 3--Jurisdiction.

Mr. BLACKMORE: Can the minister give
the*reasons for .permitting the apportianment
of siých tremendous powers to any one mcm-
ber of this board as are inciicated in this
section? The new section 7B whicli is to lie
added reads:

The board, or any member of the board, may
order that any person resident or present in
Canada may lie examined upon oathUbfore, or
make production of books, papers, documents or
articles to the board-

And sa an. These are far-reaching and
extensive powcrs, and 1 should like ta know
why it is deemed advisable ta give such powers
to any anc member of the bioard, apparently
without his being required to get the consent
af the whole board liefore lie takes action.

Mr. HIOWE: These are really not extra-
ordinary pawers; tlicy are the ordinary po.wers
of a justice of the peace or à membler of s
court. A subpoena is to be issued liy one
'memaber of the board rather than the full
board as a matter of convenience. This is
sinply giving the board the ordinary riglits of
a court to require the attendance of witne8ses
and the ohtaining of information.

Mr. BLACKMORE: Is there alnything
sinilar to this in any other act or any
other arganization under the government?

Mr. HOWE: As a matter of fact it is in
the wartime prices and tradc board act and
the Department of Munitions and Supply Act,
with which I liappen ta lie familiar, and in
many other acts.
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.Mr. BLACKMORE: Pcrmitting one xnem-
lier of the board ta do that?

Mr. HOWE: I think iao, yes.

Mr. FLEMING: The hion. memnber lias
directed attention ta a section whieli contains
saine very arbitrary features. It is significant
that the libodies referred ta by the minister
just now were set up liy arder ini council;
they are not liodies ereated liy statute. What
we are deahing with here is a body created by
a statute af this parliament in 1944, and its
pawers are being extended 'by the bill now
bef are us. One could searcli in vain thraugh
the Railway Act to find anything comparable
ta the pawers conferred liy this section on
any membler af the board. If lion. members
wilil read tliis section they will find that the
powers conferred on a membler ai the board
are not confined ta the mere issuance of suli-
poenaïs. A single snenxler af the board lias
power flot only ta issue sulipaenas but ta
examine under oath any persan summaned
before him. He has also pawer ta direct
sucli a persan ta subinit ta examinatian liy
an afficer of the board. I subinit that tliat is
arhitrar-y. I do flot think we ouglit ta bave
legisiation af this kind, conferring such broad
powers upan a metmbe'r ai a board created by
statute.

We have just approved section 2, which
provides that the quorum shal lie twa mem-
bers af the board. Why shou-Id not any pro-
eeedings under 7B (1) with reference ta the
examination of witnesses be taken on tlie
action of flot less than a quorum of the
board? Let it nat lie said that this is on.ly a
triffing matter af pracedure. It is a great
dcal more than that. It canfers a power
capable af arbitrary exercise. Look at the
provisions of section 7B (1):

The board, or ainy member cf the board, may
order that any persan resident or present in
Canada may lic examined upon oath bel are, or
make production of books, papers, documents
or articles ta the board, or auýy members of the
board or before or ta any officer of the board,
or beÈore or ta any other persan named for the
purpose liy arder ai the board or such member,
and may make such. orders as seem proper for
securing the attendance of such witness and his
examination.

In otlicr wards the power is unlimited in
any inember af tlie bard ta direct any persan,
resident or present in Canada to appear liefore
hum, or sucli persan as lie may designate, and
ta produce biooks, papers, documents and
articles on any suliject. There is no justifi-
cation for conferring powers s0 broad upon a
board of this kind. It is nat a large board,
and there is no liardship in requiring the
board ta praceed in tlie normal way through a

NOVEMBER 26,1945 . 2497


