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apart from one another. We are all members
one of another. The freedom of all is bound
up in the lives of all. The issue is indeed a
moral one, and it is a moral issue of the
profoundest concern, not only to every nation
but to every individual as well. The cause
is indeed the highest which it has ever been
given to man to defend.

Hon. R. B. HANSON (York-Sunbury): Mr.
Speaker, I am sure we have all listered with
great interest to the Prime Mirister’s review
of international affairs for the last three
months or more. In order that the discussion
may be regularized and in accordance with
the suggestion which he made at an earlier
stage of the proceedings, perhaps he will be
good enough to move the adjournment of the
house. This will give us an opportunity of
analysing, so far as it may be necessary, the
statement which he has just made. We can
then have the conference to which he referred
a short while ago.
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Mr. MACKENZIE KING moved the
adjournment of the house.

He said: Perhaps I may suggest o my hon.
‘friend and to the leaders of the other parties
that if it is convenient to them they meet
‘with me immediately. We could then plan
the procedure for to-morrow and the subse-
quent days of the session.

Motion agreed to and the house adjourned
at 445 p.m.

Tuesday, November 4, 1941.

The house met at three o’clock.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE

PROCEDURE IN PRESENTATION OF STATEMENTS
ON CANADA’S WAR EFFORT AND
DISCUSSION THEREON

Right Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE KING
(Prime Minister): I might perhaps report to
the house the outcome of the conference
which was held yesterday afternoon between
the leader of the opposition, the acting leaders
of the two other parties in the house and
myself with regard to a suggested procedure
to facilitate the business of this concluding
part of the session.

As the house is aware, it is the privilege of
the prime minister on the orders of the day
being called when no question is before the
chair to make a statement to the house on a
matter of policy or on any important matter.
A similar opportunity is extended by courtesy
to the hon. member who is the official leader
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of the opposition. Yesterday I made a state-
ment to the house reviewing the international
situation. It did not purport and was not
intended to go further than that. To-day the
leader of the opposition desires to make a
statement in regard to matters of policy or
other matters of general concern and interest.
A similar privilege is not, under our rules,
accorded to leaders of groups. But if the
house is agreeable to having its sitting con-
tinued in committee of the whole so as to
allow greater freedom of discussion, an
arrangement might easily be made whereby,
by grant of special permission by unanimous
consent, following the leader of the opposition,
the leaders of the two groups, the Cooperative
Commonwealth Federation and the Social
Credit or New Democracy groups, would have
the opportunity of also making statements of
a like character. I might say we were all of
the opinion that this arrangement would be
the best. The house would continue to sit in
committee of the whole, and the ministers in
turn would make their statements on the
progress of Canada’s war effort. This
procedure, if acceptable to the house,
would enable hon. members to ask questions
and would permit as full discussion as the
house might wish in a way that would not be
possible with the Speaker in the chair.

In order to make the discussion itself as
relevant as possible it is thought that it
would be best to have the ministers make
their statements one after the other until
matters of interest with respect to the war
effort of the administration during the period
of adjournment have been stated to the house
more or less in their entirety. Hon. members
would then have before them information
which otherwise they might be obliged to
solicit by means of question and answer.
When the statements have been presented it
is proposed that we then begin such discussion
as may be desired upon the first statement,
and, after discussion upon the matters to
which it relates, proceed to the other state-
ments in such order as may seem most advis-
able. For example, this afternoon, if the house
agrees to the procedure proposed, the leader
of the opposition, who will speak upon the
orders of the day with the Speaker in the
chair, will be followed in committee of the
whole by the acting leader of the Cooperative
Commonwealth Federation party, and he
will be followed by the acting leader of the
New Democracy party. On the government
side it is proposed to have the Minister of
Munitions and Supply (Mr. Howe) make a
statement, to be followed possibly by the
Minister of National War Services (Mr.
Thorson). The government would wish to
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