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Mr. RIOSS (St. Paul's): I resenit the remark
made, li the hon. member for Rosetown-
Biggar (Mr. ColdwelI) that the Indians seem
to ho. treatcd in seme inferior way. It is a
reflection on those wlio have te do with
Indians. For mnany ycars I have known an
Indian .>ttlement iii the Georgian bay, and
as a rnatter of fact 1 have tried to get the
.Minister of Transport to put some buoys in
the hay tu make it casier for them. There is
a suinnier resort, and there are mauy settlers
'and Indians thore. The Indians are a fine
people, ani the citizens of this country have
the greatest respect for them. It is a refiection
on the Canadian peuple to &ay that the Indians
in Canada are not treated lilce human heings.

Mi. CASTLEDEN: The condition in regard
to the Indians on some of the reservations
in iSaskatchewan are far from satisfactery.
Euonunîje conditions on some of the reserves
are ilejlorable, and there seems to be very
few peuple to ospouse their cause. The first
t'hing' wrong with the administration, it seems
te iue, 15 wan t of approciation of the fact
tI>at the Indians are not ail naturally adapted
te farining. andi it i.> usets.> te try to nial,(
them self -sustaining on farmis when they are
not c-apable of learning agriculture. Many cf
tliemn have tried te folîo' the instructions
gi> cii, buL ttheir farming operations are flot
stcoesful. Tlîey ha>ve a certain natural ability
:îlong otiier linos, but their talents are flot
prope ilY devcloped. It was the intention of
thi du )ti-tinent ini setting asidc tliese reserves
thia[ t 01 ut uni ty su oud 1( h given for the
Iinlia ns t c iiîak t lîeir l iug, in part a t least,
yv tiapping and fishing, lut the îecent ulrought

Cerition-s liavc pract ically depleted those
ari:,i. cf fîir-beaîing aniîîîal, and fishing as
an indîî.try ameng the Indians is gradually
pet crîng oîît. Tlîe edîîcational facilities on the
res> r> .s n cd a coptete overhauling. Thc
Jr>dia n, con>plain tlîa t t he cliildien dào not

reeet he k> cd of cdiwa tion in th e resi-
deitîil :clucIs wliil the> xvuld like. and
the c.oiu d 1 ii>> h pefei t o h ave t he ch ildren
left at hîome and piovidcd w ithi such educa-
tional farilities as> the ordiîîaiv day sehools
afferdl, as w as intended in the treaties.

Thiere is a me4t deplorahie condition result-
inig froii t'lho maniner in wlîiel the reserves are
inaged. Indians living on the reserves, flot
full-hlcnded, nay lie evietcd if the mani in
eli:îrgc lias rea.>en to c.>ict tlion. They have
ne încaîîs cf earning a living, and therefore
thev heroine squatters along the cîlge of the
re.>erves. Along ther Gordon reserve in Yerkton
these peoplle are the responsiility of no one.
Thîe prov>incial go> enmient takes ne responsi-
blit -v for- thm niid theo federal government
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like wise repudiates îosponsihility, the result
heing that the condition of the Indians there
is compîarable wvith that cf those found among
the share-croppors cf the soutliern states.
Social and economie conditions are frightful.
In past ye ars a goud rnany of those Indians
have trîcd te eke ont an existence on the
ieserve lîy werking fer farmers in the neigh-
heuringý district. But economie conditions
ameng tliose faîmers are such that they can-
nct pîay decent wages, se tlîat the Indians
aire finding it increasingly diffienît te make a
living. Tlîcy are now trying te baril wood off
the roser> c inte the town in order te make
seme mene.v. 1 repeat, the >vhole condition
cf the Indians. se far as my constituency is
,on(ecined, is faîr froc. satisfactory, and a new
approach is nccessary.

I understand that the departmnent is doing
somctlîing on a large scale in the lice cf fer
farîning and the dcveloîîment cf certain
natural arcas whie the Indians can carry on
înuskrat farming on a scientific basis. These
farnis lia> cbheun suceessful. The Indians
sh.ow, an aptitude for tlîat kind cf thing and
liave found it a great deal botter te carry on
>vork alcng tbat line.

Tiiero i.., I hoe.> ve, nocd for some change
in the dcîîaitment te meet tlhe changing condi-
tions in tiîat western land >vhere these Indians,
aie heing kept on the, reservcs. Drastie action
i>ý noc>lcd. I have îreuiglt tlîis matter te the
attleutien of tlie autherities in tlîe department
an a cînhcbr of ocas>ions and lia>ve bad soîne
inîvestigat ici. andI a I ittle iiproeoment, but
>vlat lias heen dono lias net solved the proh-
1c e lîy) any ncans. Thîe matter inust lie gene
inito. and 1 sleuld like to hiave a stateîîîent
froîn the miniýter as te >vhat lie inteuds te do.

Soulec lien. MEMBERS: Carried.

Mi. CASTLEDEN: I would ask the min-
ister fer a statement, on the condition of
affairs in the reserves, particularly the Gordon
roserve.

Mr. CRERAR: I île net kno> tiat, I can
givo mvi lion. friend any precise information
abiout any îiarticular resorve lie bas in mind.
The Indian prohleîin is one that lias te be
vi ewuîl as. i .>vhole. D is a slow, patient. dif-
fouît husiness. in ivhich te make hoadway, and
that difficulty, frankly. is due in the main te
the char.,eteristies cf tlîe Indians thomselves.
1 (le net tliink the charge can be levelled
against tlic people of Canada, that they are
whiollv indiffeient te the wclfare of the Indians.

Mr. CASTLEDEN: 1 îlid net say that.

Mr. CRERAR: The size cf the vote we
hîave liere i.> an indication cf the interest whiciî


