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suspicion. I think bis remarks, in s0 far as
they might have that effeet, should be replied
to at this time. What 1 have further ta, say
will be said largely with that abject in view.

Let me make clear first of ail that s0 far
as the government of Canada is concerned-
and I refer naw ta the statement of my hon.
friend that there had been cannivance between
the gavernment of Canada and the govern-
ment of Great Britain, or between myseif
and Mr. Baldwin with regard ta the kîng's a'bdi-
cation-the first communication received by
myseif or the government from Mr. Baldwin
came after Mr. Baldwin had had three confer-
ences with Ris former Majesty. Mr. Bald*win
has told of one of these conferences which
came about at bis awn instance, in which he
spoke ta His Majesty as a counsellor and
friend. Hie then, referred ta three other con-
ferences which he had with the former king,
each of which was at the request af Ris
Majesty. At the first of these conferences the
king had intimated ta Mr. Baldwin that he
intended ta marry Mrs. Simpson; that he
realized that she could flot be queen, and that
he was "prepared ta go." I believe that was
the expression used. Mr. Baldwin stated that
naturally he was greatly surprised at any such
thought in His Majesty's mind and s0 ex-
pressed himself, and said he wauld require
time ta think the matter over.

The next interview came when the king
himself again sent for Mr. Baldwin. At that
interview the king raised a new question,
which was as ta whether in Mr. Baldwin's
opinion the parliament at Westminster would
enact a law which wouId permit him ta marry
the lady ta whom he had referred, she how-
ever not ta have the position of queen but ta
live with him at Buckingham Palace as his
wife, ta take no part in affairs of state, he on
his part and she also agreeing that as far as
any issue of the marriage was concerned, such
issue should be barred from succession ta the
throne. Again Mr. Baldwin expressed sur-
prise at the matter cancerning which lis view
had !been asked. Hie stated that be wauld
need time to consider the question and pointed
out ta Ris Majesty that in considering the
question further it would ho necessary for him.
ta put the matter formally before the whole
cabinet and communicate with the govern-
ments of the several dominions since the
gavernments of the dominions were concerned
equally with the government of Great Britain
in anything which might affect the crown.
Ris Majesty recognized this ta be so, and
Mr. Baldwin left lis Majesty after the inter-
view with the understanding that it was Ris
Majesty's wish that the dominions would be
communicated with.

As I have said, it was after these interviews
that the flrst communication came from Mr.
Baldwin to myself, from Mr. Baldwin as
Prime Minister of the United Kingdom ta
myself as Prime Minister of Canada, with an
intimation that a similar communication was
being sent ta the prime ministers of the
different dominions of the British common-
wealth. Mr. Baldwin asked in the communi-
cation he sent me whether I would inform him
as ta what 1 thought would be the opinion
of the people of Canada with respect ta the
two matters ta which I have referred, first
the marriage of the king ta Mrs. Simpson, she
becoming queen, and, second, the marriage of
the king ta Mrs. Simpson, she not ta hecome
qucen, but ta be the king's wife as descritbed.
Mr. Baldwin said that he wished ta have this
information from the different dominions in
order that their views might serve as a guide
ta him in giving further consideration ta the
matter.

I replied ta Mr. Baldwin's communication,
giving it as my view that the people of
Canada would not apprave of either arrange-
ment.

Some hon. MDMBERS, hear, hear.
Mr. MACKENZIE KING: Shortly after

that communication had been sent, aur govern-
ment was formally advise&*that Ris Majesty
the king was considering abdication. We
were told that Ris Majesty had asked as ta
the British gavernment's view with regard ta
the question of a morganatic marriage, or
rather I should say had asked the Prime
Minister what he believed, having had an
apportunity to consuit bis colleagues, would
be the view of the British government and of
the British parliament with respect ta the
enactment of a marganatic marriage act. Mr-
Baldwin replied that bis inquiries had gone far
enough ta show that neither the govern-
ments of the dominions nor the United King-
dam government would take the responsihility
of introducing any such measure. The king
stated that he was not surprised that it was
so, and apparently no further reference was
made ta the matter.

The point I wish ta make clear here--and
I am stating these matters as th.ey came in
correspondence to me; ail have been puiblicly
stated in Mr. Baldwin's r'emarks to the British
house-is this, that no advice was tendered
ta, the savereign except in relation to this
one question which I have mentianed, nor
was advice sought in any other particular.
An intimation was received from the Prime
Minister of Great Britain ta the effect that
possibly the different dominions might wish
of their own accord ta tender advice ta Ris


