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because the farmers are broke, insolvent, bank-
rupt, tbey cannot grow a crop. Then he com-
plains because the farmers cannot get credit
on that. That is the amusing part of it.

This country is inha'bited, as I said the
other day, by the same people who lived in
it before-

Mr. BEAUBIEN: Last July.

Mr. BENNETT: -this world depression
came. The difficulty is that hon, gentlemen
opposite are always smarting under their de-
feat. It is July with them always. Ail the
hon. member for Provencher (Mr. Beaubien)
says, apparently, is the one word, July-July-
July. That is ail he keeps on erying. He
has not rccovered from it yet.

The hoýn. member for Lisgar says that the
farming population is practically insolvent. Hie
says further that the depression has wiped out
ail fhe equity of the farmer.

Mr. VALLANCE: You know it too.

Mr. BENNETT: If I had the pontifical
manner of the hon. gentleman 1 might know
it, but there is no evidence of it at the moment.
The hon. member for Lisgar, I repeat, says
that the equity of the farmer is wiped out.
That is a rather serions statement to come
from a western farmer. Is if any wonder that
you cannot expeet fhe banks to give credit
when a representative of the farmers says that
their equity is aIl wiped ouf?

Mr. VALLANCE: They do flot give credit
when the farmers say so.

Mr. BENNETT: 1 know this, thaf one of the
largesf banks in Canada has increased its agri-
cultural credits by 16 per cent in the last fwelve
months, and what is more, during the last
six mont hs the banks have been giving credit
to aIl those on the prairies who have been able
fo, show that they had the least hope of the
future; but cerfainly they wcre not giving
credif where the people were doing just what
the hon. member for Lisgar has been doing
here this afternoon. 1 ask any hon. member
of this bouse, whoever be may be: Would
you ask any banker f0 lend the savings of
fbe people of Canada on sucb security as was
mentioned this affernoon by the bon. member
for Lisgar? Would you do if? Is there one
of you wbo would? Could you do it and be
true to your trust? Is it not about time-

Mr. BROWN: We are not bl'aming tihein
for that. We are simply oomplaining that
the rigbt hon. mem'ber is not drawing the
proper inýference from that facf.

Mr. BENNETT: The right hon. member
was not drawing any inference aýt ail. Hie was
endeavouring to point out to this country

[Mr. Bennett.]

that in the midst of a great depression it is
poor business to magnify your losses and
minimize your courage and determination. 1
shahl say more; no greater harma could be
donc to Canada than fa adopt the course
being pursued wifth respect to these very
things. Wben wc were in opposition and
mcrely suggcstcd that the matter sbould be
looked into, it was considered pessimism.
Now when the actu-ality is here, to say that
you should meef if with courage is the truth.
That is wbat bon, gentlemen say.

Supposing for a moment that the house
look at the situation fairly. I am sorry the
hon. member for Lisgar did not bring this
maff-er up when flic Minister of Agriculture
(Mr. Weir) was liere.

Mr. BROWN: We neyer know wben the
bon. member will be bere.

Mr. BENNETT: Hie is confineýd fa bis bcd
by illness, and 1 very mitcb regret he is
unable to bc liere. However, lie has a
practical knowledge of agriculture. Following
bis return from the war he went upon the land
and made a succesa3 of bis operations. Hie
had no more capital than that possessed hy
many gentlemen about wbom the hon. mem-
ber for Lisgar talkcd this afternoon. WThy
is it that he bad some measure of success?

Mr. FACTOR: Nine years of prosperity
brouglit about by the former administration.

Mr. BENNETT: Weil, on that point I will
of course take the opinion of the hon. mem-
ber for Lisgar, who says be is a practical
farmer, as againgt that of a lawyer fromn
Toronto. The hon. member for Lisgar states
that conditions during the last few years have
been so bad that the farmer neyer bad a
chance. Hie was going fa bit flic pigs on the
head rather than keep tbem.

I just put this to you-it is one instance,
but flic country is filled with sucb instances.
The other day I mentioned wihat I believed
to be one of the evils which lias in part
brougbt about the conditions which prevail.
Shorfly affer I macle that sta;tement, Mr.
Priestly, the vice-president of the United
Farmers of Alberta, appearing before the
Stamp commission in the city of Calgary,
used these words:

While on occasions farmers had been borne
to the crest of prosperity on the wave of the
systemn

Speculafion.
--hey found on looking back that they had

spent more time in the "trougli of poverty'»


