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Mr. EMMERSON. 1 arn glad of that, for

1 would flot wish to affect the nerves of my
hion. friend. The other day my hion. frienci
from Victoria (Mr. Sam. Hughes) was anxl-
ous that large surns of rnoney should be
handed over to, the Imperial governrnent for
the benefit of imperial interests.

Mr. SAM. HUGHES. When was that ?
Mr. eMMERSON. In connection with the

defences of Halifax.
Mr. SAM. HUGHES. If the minister wll

be good enough to read 'Hansard,' fie will
flot fiud anything there to support bis state-
ment.

Mr. EMMERSON. Weil, l'arn only re-ferring to my hion. friend In a very rnlld
manner, and venturing the statement that
hie very worthily proposed that Canada
should spend a large sum of money In con-
nection with imperial defence.

Mr. SAM. HUGHES. You do flot put
it the right way.

Mr. EýliM.ERPSON. It does not relate
very rnuch to the present discussion, but, at
ail events, I think hie advocated the expen-
diture of a large sum or rnoney for imperia]
interests, and 1 arn just rerninding hirn that
If we are ever to, bulld up a national trade
in connection with our national ports, we
must afford equal facllties at Halifax and
St. John to those that are to be found in
Portland and Boston. It is no use for us
beginning to launch out on imperial ideas
until we are content to împrove the national
Interests of Canada, and 1 conceive one of
the most liffportant national interests of
Canada is the advancenient of its export
and imnport trade via Canadian seaports at
aIl seasons of the year.

Mr. R. L. BORDEN. As far as concerias
one matter whieh the minister bas rnentioai-
ed, narnely the acquisition of the land south
of the station and along the western side of
Water street, I advocated the acquisition (f
that land three or four years ago and on
more than one occasion since. I still tbink
it is desirable to acquire it, and whlle 1
fully realize that men who have property
wbicb is likely to be taken by the goveriî-
mient are apt sometirnes to put a very bigb
figure upon it, nevertheless the governent
can always acquire property at a f air valua-
tion by means of expropriation. There is
sornetbing to be said on bebaîf of these men
on Water street s0 far as the price of their
property is concerned, because, as I pointed
out to the comrnittee somne two or three years
ago, tbat property has been very seriously
depreciated by reason of the fact that the
Intercolonial Railway tracks rua along the
east side of Water street; the width of the
street bas been serlously diminished and
biusiness formerly donc on that street has
been transferred to other parts of the cit-y.

With regard to the general proposition of
the minister. I sincerely hope that his expect-

Mr. COCHRANE.

ations in regard to traffic rnay be realized.
I gather thut these expectations are very
largely basis on the hope of traffic to be
gained by means of sorne arrangement witb
the Grand Trunk Railway, but la view of
the proceedings wbicb are now in progress
for alleged violation of an arrangement
made some six or seven years ago and nl
view 0f wbat I understand to be the pro-
nounced attitude of offlciaIs of that road a.-
to their duty in coanection witb those agree-
mients, it does not seemi to me that the ex-
pectations of the department or of the couLi-
try should be placed too hiigb. The polivy
of the Grand Trunk Railway, as very frank-
ly announced in those very arbîtration pro-
ceedings, was to send their traffic to Port-
land wbere it pays tbem best ta carry it. 1
do flot know whetber the rninister's expec-
tation is based on any definite agreement
with the Grand Trunk wbicb we have flot
seen or heard of, or wbetber it is based on
sometbing else, but certainly if it it based on
anything else than an absolute and distinct
agreement we cannot expect very much fromn
it 50 far as Halifax is concerned. If it is
based on as distinct an agreernent as that to
wbicb I have referred, we rnay still in the
future be confronted by the necesslty .>t
seeking the same rernedy by arbitration ai
otberwise as we are now seeking.

Mr. WM. ROCHE. I desire to, say a word
in connection with this subject. For a numi-
ber of years people owning property aloag
the -line In Haifax conuecting the present
passelnger station with the deep water sta-
tion have understood that the goveraimeut
intended to take over the properties: the
properties have been allowed to dilapidate
irnd to decrease ln value ln consequence of
repaira flot being made upon tbern. This
would be a favourable juncture for buyilg
tlhese properties. If the railway does noi
take them over now the people who own
thern will begin to repair and consequently
the value will be much enbianced. So far a4
1 have heard frorn several proprietors along
the line they are disposed to take moderato
prices, and I would strongly support the
intention of the goverfiment to pu-rchase tho
property now and not to wait until it would
bc enbanced in value when it would be abso-
lutely imperative to take more property.

Mr. R. L. BORDEN. I suppose this work
le done partly by the departrnent directly
and partly by contract.

Mr. EMMERSON. It is being doue almnosi
entirely by contract.

Mr. R. L. BORDEN. Are there con-
tracts now outstanding?

Mr. EMMERSON. The contracts are out-
standing; the crib work, the wharf and tha
shed on the wharf, in fact, almost ail 'the
work la being done by contract tbat cain
possibly be done.
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