
[COMMONS]

fight for bis country, and who falls with other Conservative leader ever stated that
his face to the foe in defence of the flag, the French people were a disloyal race.
when, Sir, the cable flashes back to that La Presse declared that my hon. friend's
mother's heart the news that ber son bas supporter was a disloyal man, both of.
died, that poor inother would not laughl them French Canadians, because of the
and revile, and ridicule. She would thank statement of something that the hon. mem-
for many a day the kind and beneficent ber for Laprairie (Mr. Monet) sald.:
donor whose act enabled $1,000 to be placed Sir CHARLES TPPER. Over bis own
to the credit of her lost breadwinner. A fine nATO h
sneer eurled the lip of the Minister of Agri-iname.
culture when my hon. friend began to speak Mr. FOSTER. Over his own name. The
about that insurance. 1y hon. friend does assertion that a leader of a great party
not need it; but there are many poor and his colleagues go about in 'a country
families in this country, who, before this whic hbas two millions of French Cana-
cruel war is over, will have reason again dian citizens, with whom we live and do
and again to thank the kind and benevolent business, declaring that they are a dis-
spirit that made that munificent provision loyal race, is contrary to reason and Is ab-
for times of darkness and distress. solutely untrue.

Now, Sir, the Minister of Public Works'
gives air woner inie ond Publicmporsi It has been sought to make this a race ques-gives a woulderfully naive and imposing tinwy 3C)ueSrWlrdLuiri

turn to his sentences. After having read tion-why ? Because Sir Wilfrid Laurier is
t the Prime Minister of this country, and because

that miserable and unfounded accusation, my name is Tarte.
he, a Minister of the Crown, turned around M. .
to his Frenc h confreres, and said : D .B

I hope that in the presence of provocations
like these, you will understand your duties,
whatever your political opinions may have been
in the past.
That is higli politics from a gentleman who
accuses others. What kind of politics
ought that to be called ? The hon. gentle-
man makes a statement that he bas never
proved, that lie cannot prove, an audaclous
statement, and then lie turns to bis con-
fiding French friends and says : 'There
you have it: they are trying to kill a
Frenchman. Now, you vote against them,
for their purposes are deadly and fell to-
high politics for a Liberal government. He
says:

I am come to ask you If Sir Charles Tupper
and those about him taunt us with being an in-
ferior race-

Will my hon. friend make a note of that,
and give us the page, the time and the
place where Sir Charles Tupper made any
statement like that, taunting the French
people with being an inferior race ?

-when they declare they wlsh to give the mi-
nority power by force of arms, If it is not time
te say to Sir Charles Tupper, ' Stop there, you
are golng too far.'

Now, will my lion. friend, a cabinet min-
ister, sworn as a privy-councillor, make
the least approach to the proof that Sir
Charles Tupper or any person accredited
by Sir Charles Tupper ever made a state-
ment of that kind ?

Sir Charles Tupper goes about crying and
making his followers cry everywhere that the
French Canadians are disloyal men.
That Is said by a minister of the Crown;
that is said by the government ; they take
the responsibility of it. My bon. friend is
to speak : let him name the time and the
place where Sir Charles Tupper or any

Mr. FOSTER.

Mr. FOSTER. Who has sought to make
it a race question because Sir Wilfrid Is
the Prime Minister and a Frenchman, or
because the Minister of Public Works has
the euphonious name of Tarte. He says :

If Sir Wilfrid, instead of being French, had
been English, we would have heard nothing of
all that.

There is a statement which any man can
test by his own common sense. Let me put
it to you. If the unthinkable thouglit could
be thought that the Hon. William Mulock
was Prime Minister of this country-and
perhaps it will not, in the long future be an
unthinkable thought--and he acted in the
same delaying, hesitating, inconsistent way
as the Prime Minster did-does any one
doubt that Liberal-Conservatives would
have been on his track just exactly as they
were on that of the Prime Minister. There
is an absolutely fair way of thinking out
this matter, each man for himseif, and
every man knows that the criticlsm is not
against the race of the one who happens to
be in power, but against bis action or lack
of action In this case. Then in this' wise
the hon. gentleman winds up by saying :

I regret that he (Sir Charles Tupper) Is devot-
Ing the last years of his life, of a career whieh
is nearly terminated, to arousing In this country
racial and religlous animosity.

But in Sherbrooke the riglit hon. gentle-
man made the statement that Sir Charles
Tupper is saying that I did not move be-
cause I am French, and in Quebec his fol-
lowers are saying that I go too far because
I have Engelsh sympathies.

I challenge my riglit hon. friend to prove
by one quotation, by one single bit of evi-
dence, the statement he then made in order
te gain votes, that Sir Charles Tupper was

107' 108


