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thought desirable to add this money to the amount given by
the Ontario Government and devise a schemo wherchy one
set of officers could collect the information, I believe, how-
ever, that so far that scheme has failed. I think the im-
portance of the subject demands that we should vote some
money in this House, and I have no doubt that, now it is
under consideration, in a short time a schemo will be devised
which will accomplish the object, for not a very large
amount of money; and from yesr to year if nccessity
require ; and if this amount is added to, at no distant day we
will obtain very valuable information for the country for a
small sum of monoy.

Mr,. CASEY. T am afraid it is the hon. member for Corn-
wall (Mr, Bergin) who has f>und the mare's nest. IIo says
the' Government took a vote of $20,000 and did not spend
any of it. That is a serious reflection upon the Government,
becanse the money was given them for the purpose of gpend-
ing it.

Mr. BERGIN. No; beeause tho Government asked the
medical men to present to them a well-digested scheme, and
took a vote in advance, but tho scheme was not presented
because it was desired to take the opinion of the different
medical societies throughout the country. That has been
going on since, but it was decided to wait until the meeting
of the Medical Association, in August next, when the schemo
would be eithor approvei or rejected by the representative
body-of the profession.

Mr. CASEY. Then they are voling fsr a scheme which
is not digested, and I hope when they got it it will agree
with them. If they have no schome then they should not
sKend the money. I find, however, by the Pablic Accounts,
that they did spend $1,713, though they had no scheme to
begin with, So the hon. geutleman will find that his first
idea was a mistaken one, and that a pretty fair amount has
been spent, considering that no scheme had been elaborated.
I think the Government should have had a schemo pre-
pared before this time. If they are waiting for the doctors,
and the doctors have not come to time, surely a schome
might be devised by themselves. This is not a question
particularly for the doctors to consider; they are to cure
the sick, but surely laymen could prepare and apply a
scheme for obtaining statistica of deaths, &c.

Mr. LANDERKIN. As the Minister lis intimaled
thero was a meeting of delegates of tho Medical Asso.
ciation a year ago, they came as a deputation to the
Minister. of Agriculture and the Minister ot Railways. At
that meeting they passed several resolutions, Those reso-
lutions respecting the public health were submitted to the
Minister of Railways for consideration, and 1 will read you
what the Minister of Railways said:

‘¢ 8ir Charles Tupper thought them very good, but sugg:sted they
should have gone a step further, and have advised an ameadment to the
British North America Ac*, whereby the Dominion Government shoull
desl with matters connecte1 with the public health.”

Ilave the Government, in the meantime, followed the sug-
gostion vhade by the Minister of Railways? Have they
proposed any amendment to the Briti~h North America
Act, whereby this Parliament would bo enabled to deal
with questions affecting the public health ? Afterwards,
actitig. on the suggestion of tho Ministor of Railways, they
passed resolutions stating that it was desirable that some
steps should be taken whereby the British North America
Act should be amended, so as to enable the Dominion
Government to take charge of the pubiic health. Accord-
ing to.the Act, as it now stands, tho charge of the
blic bealth comes purely within the control of the
Legislatures. It was no doubt thought by the
framers of the Act that thoso subjects belonging to
the -municipalities, such as drainage, the reclqun. ing of waste
ﬁ%ﬂ, ventilation, plumbing, &c., coming within the Local
gislatares, this question of public health should be rele-

gated to thom. I presumo those were the views of the
fathers of the Confedoration, of whom we have one or two
here. T am surprised that tho Minister of Railways suys
that thix Parliament is not competent to deal with this sub-
Ject, as there is anitom in tho Estimates, placed there by the
Minister of Agriculture, stating that they are prepared to
sperd a certain amount of money therefor, This secm3
rather a peculiar position; there must bo a division in the
Cabinet. We sometimes hear of such divisions, and they are
apparently divided on this important question, For it is an
important question—one as important asany which has como
before this Parliament, If we have not authority to deal with
this question they should soek that authority, if it is not
competent for the Local Logislatures to doal with it. Any
measuro tending to lengthen human life and pevont human
suffering is ono which will commend itsolf o right-think-
ing men in tho Ilouse, and will receive the support of this
House if' it comes within its purview, though it apprared at
the time of Confedoration that these quostios wore rele-
gated to the Liocal Legislatures. We have in Ontario a
Board of Health, and I am prepared to state that they have
donoe a great deul of good, Thoy have given a great doalof
information to the poople, and wherever epidamics havo
broken out, they have advised with the local Doards of
Health with a view of staying the epidemics, which havo
abounded in those localities, Thoy have boon active and
energetic, and I am satisfied, and I believe the community
is satisfied, that the Board of Ioalth ha3 beon of singular
benefit in many instances. Now, if this grant was given t»
supplement the action of the differont Provinces, thon it is
a proper and legitimato one; but if tha Miaister of Rail-
ways' contention was right, that this House has no power t»
doal with the subject, and that an amendment should be
made to the Act, so as to enable Parliament to deal with the
question, thon this grant should be given exclusively on tho
underatanding that it should be divided amongst the Local
Legislature:, with a view of aiding thom in their local ar-
pliances for this purpose. The grant is a vory little
one, if it is for that purpose; it is insignificant
compared with the grod which will arise by a well
devised, well digested, and well-matured scheme, Tt is
woll known, that by calling public attention to these ques-
tions, a great amount of good can be done. Statirtics show —
they have even shown in this 1o se, on many occasions—that
the greatost benefit has been derived by 1ou1d san.tary reg-
ulations being enforcel. It is an alarmiog state of tninzs,
that so little attontion is given to sanitary matters, and go
little informatinn is possessed by the people on this ques'ion
—a question so vital to the welfare and tho happiness of the
peoplo that it is very important that it should be settled. Itis
very important that this question should be dealt ymh in a
proper spirit. It would look better if the Minister in chargo
of this matter were able to give us some information upon it,
A good deal of attention has been paid to tho subject of
cattle disease, but the Government have not thought it
worth wlile to pay any attention at all to tho
subject of diseases affocting the human family. I claim
that o question of grealer consequence to the people of
this country has been brought before this House this Se sion.
Tt is known, not only to medical men, bat to every man of
common sense, that by wise and judicious rezulations, the
public health can be very greatly beuvefited. But it
appears that the Government are trifling with this question,
for they do not propose to bring down any scheme or to say
what they intend to do in reference to so important 8 sub-
ject. Now, I would like to know if the Minister of Rail-
ways was right when ho tendered his advice to the medical
geotlemen who attended this convention, I believe at the
solicitation of the Government; and if he was right and
sincere, have any steps been taken by the Government, or
do they still intend to carry out the views of the Fathers of

Confcderation, and leave such concerns to the Legislatures



