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MUSKEG - MARVEL AND MENACE

F'arming is one of the occupationis for which muskeg presents special problems.
This photograph shows a fielid ini a muskeg area where the difficutides

have been met and overcome.

Centu ries ago the Chippewa Indians called it
'<taskeg". Today it is known as '<muskeg". What-
ever you cail this sponge-like terrain, there are at
least 500,000 square miles of it in Canada - nearly
enough to cover France, Norway and Sweden. It
exists to some degree in every province, as well as
the Northwest Territories.

Despite the formidable problems presented by
such terrain, it received relatively littie scientfic
study until recent years. Ini fact, it was only 25 years
ago that Canada's pioneer ini the field, Dr. N.W.
Radforth, Director of the Muskeg Research lnstitute
of the Universit~y of New Brunswickc, utn4ertç,ok a
survey to obtain a consensus on the accepte4i ieaning
of the word muskeg itself.

The term designates organic terrain the physical
condition o>f which is governed by the stuure of the
peat it contains, and its related minerai subh4ayex,
consldered ia relation to topographic features and the
surface vegetation with which the peat co-exists.

vide transportation across muskeg. The National
Research Council of Canada, through its Assoclate
Committee on Geotechnlcal Research, first gave
serlous con sideration to the question in 1947. A slow
but steady beginnlng on oeuskeg studies was made,
andi, by 1955, a tumling-poit had been readied with
the holding of the flrst annual Canadian muskeg
conference.


