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On May 2 7, 1999, the Canadian Centre for Foreign Policy Development organised a roundtableon Burma in Ottawa. The main objectives of the roundtable were to continue the evolution andthinking about Canadianforeign policy towards Burma (including a continued discussion fromthe 199 7 Vancouver roundtable); to share past experience and the expertise of the diverseparticipants, including NGOs, government officiais, academies, church and labourrepresentatives, as well as Burmese students; and to test new ideas and approaches. Thefoilowing is a summary of the discussion.

1. The Political and Socio-Eeonomic Background in Burma - Some Canadian
Assessments

The current situation in Burina and the general direction of Canadian foreign policy wasdescribed by the Ronourable Raymond Chan, M.P., Secretary of State, Asia-Pacific, whopointed out that besides North Korea, Burina is one of the most difficuit countries to work withand to influence. While one may sec movement towards democracy even i Comimuniet China, ithas becomne increasingly difficuit to "crack the sheli" i Burina. Minister Chan emphasised thatthe situation is getting worse. This developinent poses difficulties for policy makers in Canada.Despite the fact that Minister Axworthy toughened up Canada's stand toward Burina two yearsago, there has been no positive developrnent there.
Minister Chan then invited the roundtable to generate thoughts and new ideas to helpniake headway in Burina.


