
implications on ASEAN. ASEAN, however, is unlikely to take action on Burma. Lt lacks

leadership and it is unclear what ASEAN could, should or is able to do to address the drug issue

in the region.

Acquiring information about Burmna and specifically the drug trade is difficuit .What

information is gained is ofien ftagmented and inconclusive. Law enforcement officers have

problems getting sophisticated information about northern Burma and the drug flows and

patterns. The drug trade as a polîtical, social and health problemn impacts on ail of Canada. Some

feel different and more integrated approaches need to be explored - and that Canada needs to re-

think whether it has done enough.

WIIY IS CANADA INTERESTED?

The problem of illicît drugs has been raised by the Canadian Government lu Msia -Pacific fora

since 1997. Ln the context of human security, which addresses threats to the safety and security

of people, illicit drugs is a humnan security issue for Canadians as well as other countries. The

production and trafficking of drugs and the destructive effects on the health of users, corruption

of governaflce structures and the impact on political and economic life are complex and

troubling.

Burma is currently the source ofniost of the illegal heroin entering Canada. Vancouver, as the

key transit point, lias becomne a regional drug market with a signîficant drug problemn - a

municipality dealing with a global problem without the resourceS to pursue a balanced approacli.

As a resuit social and health problems associated with the drug trade have been neglected in

Vancouver and area. The lack of deterence within the province means drugs are not confined to

traditional locations, the spread if HIV is higher and drug overdoses have risen.

Canada's approach lias attempted to balance health and social

working to reduce the supply of drugs and reduce the dernand

increased pressures for Canada to play a stronger role in contri

more visable on the streets, easîer to obtain, cheaper to purcha

people and distributed fromn the West Coast of Canada and ac

time for différent approaches.


