
I:I THE PROGRAMME OF UNESCO IN 1949

The programme of_activities in education,
science .and çulture.adopted:at the Third Ses-
ion. of the General Conference of UNESCO fol-

.lows in general the design of:the programme
approved at-the Second Session!at Mexico-City.
Some.modifications^were made necessary, of
°course,:by-the^adoption of:approximately-sixty
proposals submitted-by member states and ap-
proved-by'the General Conference. Many of
•these proposals,'however, were designed to
clarify existing instructions, to ensure close
co-operation with other-specialized agencies,
-or to prévent.any increase in the Organiza-
Aion's activities. Although many'new proposals
.called,for^positive action by the Director-
:Genera4.the'Géneral Conference restricted his
responsibility in 1949-largely to studies-of
:and - reports:on' the' new proj écts. It' was the
view of the'Cânadian-Delegation that^a work-
able progrAmme'hadrbeen adopted at the Beirut

meeting.
The pr. o;, ra'inme of UNESCO in 1949, which is

reproducer-^-ir► Appendix,II of this report, 'Con-
:tains seven chapters: Reconstruction, Educa-
tion, Natitro.l Sciences, Social^ Sciences, hu-
manities, Cultural Activities, Communications.
It is proposed here to review briefly.the work
of the Uneral Cônference-at Beirut in these
fieldsE

RRCONSTRUC TION

Jt^was generally acknowledged'at Beirut
that some of the most; qucc®ssful of UNESCQ's
,work had been achieved in the-educational,
ecientificend cultural reconstruction of.w®r
devastated countries< The relevant chapter of
'the draft prograr_ ►ants for 1949 providing for the
continuation of the work undertaken at the
,First and Second Sessions,.wa® approve&with
few chang@s', at th® Third S®ssion.
..Th®re were, of course, aom® deletions from

and additions to th®'reconetruction programm.
Most important of thosewas aUnit®d Kingdom
propo@al:that in the: future UNESCO hhouldef=
fodt a graduai tranoition from emphaoig of the
monitruction of war deva®tat®d c®untries: to
conetructivé d@v@iopno.nt of edu,cation, science
and eulturer;: It was the viow-®f the Canadian
delegation that this propogal wag nsound one,
.@ince the r@conigtruction nLod§ of wor=torri
countries were now'diminiahinff, The Ceneral
Conf®rence also instructed the Uir@ctor=Ceneral
:to publiaH:a report on the work accomplished
by the ®rganization in reconstruction,

Then®®ds of refugees driven from their
homes by military operations in the Middle
East seceived`attention from!the Conference.

.On the.proposal of the Australian delegation
the Director-General-was instructed, in co-
operation_with the United Nations^.and_.the
specialized.agencies,:to.make an:immediate
survey of-the:educationalrandculturaLneeds
of the.refugees;to:encôurage donortorganiza-
tions,^to contribute:towards:meeting,these
needs.and to extend the scope of.UNESCO'.s
emergency aid programme to inclu&educational
and.cultural-assistance to these refugees.

Two other new proposals were approved by
the General-Conference.'The first;tbased-on
Beigian-and United Kingdom suggestions,^recom-
mended to Niember^States°that^they^call upon
their.educational-institutions to provide.em-
ployment for intellectual refugees; thus per-
mitting their absorption into the normal life
of their adopted countries.,'The second•new
project, based on Aûstriân and Belgi,anipro-
posals;.recommended.to'Membèr St6tes°that`they
issue stamps with a surcharge,for the UNESCO
Reconstruction Fund. ,

The principal deletion from,the Reconstruc-
tion Programme^was the Mexico City,resolution
on-the possibility,of creating an,.internation-
al loan fund,for:educational, scientific and
cultûral reconstruction. Itwae considered at
Beirut that by now,needy countries might.ob-.
tain financial assistance in'their reconstruo-
tion plans by more direct means,

EDUCATION
At the Second Session of th®Generaltonm

ference the Bir®ctor-Gen®rel was in@truct®d to
consolidate UNESCO's activiti®s:.in the three
fields of°fundamental education, generai-edu=
cation , and education for international under-
standinge This di€ective•woe implemented in
1946 and Dr. Clarence E. ^eby of New Zealand
L®cam head of the Education Bepartm®nt with
rank of Assistant Director=G@noral.

UNESCO's programme in: education for 1949
lista many projects begun, l®wr'li®r, but :the
main emphasis of the programme to on the-d@.
veiopme^t:of "olenring=houoe" function®^rather
than on individual pro4eet§, This change in
empha@ig hd@'rosultod in a r@duction`in the
number ®f mflinar@ to be undortaken: next year
and the limitation of UNEâC®'® Obligations : :
with respect to pilot pro^^^^mAn fundamental
e^^loat;°lon. Indeor'i; : tiw. jV06'°r,1;imm0 pro !oa@d by
the Uirector=Goneral did not provide o€. ®pon-
oorBhi by UNESCO of any educatfonal seminars
in 194^,4nd it was only At the insistance of
various del®gatione,,including the Canadian',
that provisioriwa® made for one eeminar.in
1949 and two in 1950e In' addition it':wes agreed
that assistance be giv®n. to. a Latin American
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