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Four Years of War.
Iiy MÀJa1U (;. R. N. COLLIS.

Lt is 11W ver four yeaî e silice the world wes
staggerd by the news, of the, declaratî"îî of war hi the
valriaus Eu11rapeanl Po r, d thke strain is now relîeved
by the continuonus fliow ut checering nepws, whîch shows
that te, sitreaini of victary is4 gaining ini power. Thet
the entd is lot fer distant, the a"rýst pessimist in the
worid cennot deîy t may n-1 lie ont of place tlow ta
look back over the past tour years and appreciate a tvw
tacts in regard ta the progres ot the Sapî n obac
a review cai lie of imucl gaad ta the =oaîebecatîse
ut the veil whichi snch a retviw can nom, draw aside.
Lt must lie evident ta ail, thet aniything which could
enîcourage th,1n10 o dicaurage aur friends, cauld
nat lie utter ed alaal i l the deys wheî te straîn wes
at almuat breakinig p oint; buit nuw thet the issue is
certain, we niay revladily adit the grave circunistanceà
which aur, Sýtatesinen Iead t,) face.

If this great Emipire wNere ta fie judge yteaiîe
doub, nipty Nap oarinigec, which the Press lies
steadlily 11 pu t~d a -ver faîse ide of the value ot
suit an1 Em ire mut li urîd The wurds of Kîpling
adrIîirably. apprciat t ituation, wherein hie says:

If Eîîgland were thte England that she seeme,
Auld noV the Engîj and of auir druame;
Ru1t "îl pn )'ttyba, aind painit,
1H0WquPick Ne'd ChuckVI Ijle-BUT SMX AIN'T.

Býy Eiigland, uf course,' Kiïpli ng meeant ta refer ta the
mind that creatutd, andi, ac<crding ta, the public, mis-
inanagud the Emipire. Thet te heead of the S.tate ie
situeted lin Eniglaid is sufficienit tO justify the coillnmon
us.e uft lte word, althouigl" Emrpire " wauLld fie better.

Wlatever ter ni we iue hawever , lut us acknowleIdge the
gra .sel of tliat tmir %\ wiïch we belong, dispense

wth the - tiiouflage,. ' and appre ciate the substance.
, To attemlpt ta uxplaiI il[ thle m1(,uiîtoue issues that

hiad ta lie hadrwould lie to attempit the impossible.
but if it is, potjssible t4- dulwitit a tew of more titan
ord inar Py iuilterýes t, b ecauilse of thec publicity which they
have received, we mnay luarn te ar rive et mare genuine

oiinalid perhepe reapi a better etter reenit froin.
thei muituel understanding which muet reeult. Trying
to avoid ail technical phràeeology,, and talking only te
,, .ll establishved tacts as aur guiide, we may well look
lick sud \Nunder that tii grand Empire in yet
e-xistent, and what is ie, thet thus Emnpire is the
deciding farter in titis wear, for uipan the financial power
of tits Coultry,. coup led with the, netýry ai te seas
whilt the Britisht Navy bias secu red andà ntaintained,
the success of the Allies depends.

Ta, suini iip the broal .situation in 1914, Grnywaa
ieedy for war. S]Ie lied prepared for yieerei, lied stored

immunense supplies iii food, aminunition, and goîd, and
hiad treined the largest Armyv in all Europe. GIreat
Britaini was nuot ready; Franîce wes re-rgenîing hier
Armies5; Belgitnm was in the midst of a re-armement
and re-orýauxizatiuiiî; Rusâsie was powerless, fram, the
stronig grip) which Germiany lied secured on Raussien.
public ie. The Allies were net reedy therefore. We
aret not concerned et titis time with the> situationî ut the
Allied powvers, but enlyý witii our own country, t.here-
fore we shail stick te t at.

Great Britain was net ready for war. Mhy? Not
because we did net know our danger; on the contrary,
nteny a.ble men hall warned us, but because the people
refused to gieV rady. Yen ask why? Because the,
Britisht nation was staigering under the increasing cost
oif maintaining te control of the seas, as exemplifled by

the ROyal Navy, and which in tse life of the nation,
ince the arteries which thley rteet reprissent the blood
vessels which fend the whçleEî%opre. Canada, wîthout
that Navy, could not have existed; ur wheat is value-
less unlees it can lie sald, and useless ta the buyer
unless it can bie shipped, anii oue buyers are ail over-
ss Theri.fore, the Navy bas ta lie maintainrd. Bu~t

tho Armny fias no dlai upen aur sentiment or pockets,
and therefore is a subject of constant bickering and
pruning wlîen its oust ie under iscsin Ouîr âoldiers
were as wide awake as the (jerînamie. They knew the
danger, realized its î'xtent, atid did ail they cuuld te
overcome the prejudice which cvpped ite very exist-
ence. To appreciate the power >ut the people ill regard
ta, t.he Army, let nes grasp one- ior two plain tacts.

The Arniy is authorized byN Laliamunt ini an Annuel
Act, which grante the ieesr nuney, fixes the size,
armement, etc., and nriakvs all wnc for its main-
tenance for thse period of une Nýtai. That Act contes
up for review annuelly, and it Is thse politiciean elected
by the peuple, wýha masýt ceet hi: vo(te- to increese the
size of la farce. increeeed expeutýtdituru menus
increesed taixes,. and drew\\s tho aittteiltiani af every rate-

rayer toi the mnati whIo creatud the extra tax. The
1, verient suffers l\v the retaliatiani which the peuple

cari and will miake, o. tins rcasan, aur A-rmy did itot
grawe despiti, ilte llireet whichi aur soldiers appreceted,
and tried ta miake the public realize. It in not ta aur
credit that a man whaj( served ils la a hundred battles,
Ivan deacrilied asý litiisedtg, when hoe plainly
stated the truthi li regard ta GeLrmny. What appiis
ta Britein, aIsa ajpiesý ta Caniada, Australie, and every
othe pat uf the Emipire, for the creatian ai the Arnty

dee elapon the annuial gaudwill of the peuple.
Our soildiers wviiely' adopted ather- methods. Formerly,
the Armiy demeandi-d seven years' service fron te
'Volun iteer, bat the short service, tir three yeer enlist-
menit Act was passed, and tie nuimber of men trained
niiuiiilly was increased by training two and une-third
thile number at the samne cost. The saldiers went
further, and established a standard thet rasant that
every soldier was qualified for higlier employment in
hiq profession. The N.C.O.s and men were, trained te
perfection, physically and professionally, and were quite
competent ta become instructors ta, the niasses, vlaîch
histary told as, wauld fiock ta, their country's cali.
The officers werc, trained for higher command, and we
cani rightfly dlaim thant the British Expeditionery Force
wes quite ees«ily the must efficient Army that ever tank
the field. What àt lacked in quentity, it malde up for

in ue11litv. In round numbers, it only represented
7,00 fightîi men, but it proved thet, ît was equal
tofifteei nies that number, or one and a quarter

million mnen, for it actuely repelled that nuiuier of
Germians. The Territorial Vorce, the equivalent of Our
Canadien Militie%, but more perinement in actual num-
bers, wa% as well trained as any force en bie, when
the individuel enthusiasm of the niembers can decide
the emortit of training teken, and proved a gond firet
line support te the Armyi, in as much as it was able
ta relieve Our forces fromn garrison dîîty ebroad, whilst
ite lient nmita took their Places in the trenches beside
the gallent "Contemptibles."

It niay fIe of înterest tu many tuo know, that the reei
reso hy the First Canadien Division spent three

months on Salisbury Pleins, was net because of lack
of discipline, as was su sleriderolusly stated by Marty
who were not fit te serve as lackies te a force of its
calibre, but because there was nowbere, in Englaud et
thet tinte, a force sufficiently advanced ln personnel and
equipment, te take the tseld and repel any attempt
et invasion of this country, and they were therefere

NovEmBEn 1918.


