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in the service of the state, and lie bas bceld import-
ant positions in bis country s service. ý-As F oreign
Minister, he was accused by his couintrymien.of too
grea-t forbearance in (lealing witb the questions lu
dispute between japanl and Russia. but bis critics
now recognize thiat bis coolness prevented a pre-
mature outbreak of bostilities, and are ,rea(ly te
trust hii i negotiatiops for peace. Baron Rosenl
bas an imperturbab!e face. A closely cropped set
of whiskers bides bis play of expression. .He seenms
less troubled by bis responsibilities than any otber
of tbe big four: Takahira looks more like a nman of
ability tban any of the other -Japanest. He is broad
of build rnd bas a massive bead for a J'apanese.
The striking feature of bis face is bis eyes, wbicb
are~ like tbe searcbligbts of a battlesbip, maintain-
ing a steady glare, wbicb confuses the most expert
questioner. He rarely smniles and appears always
to be in deep thought.

Tlîe members of the Zeigler Arctic expedition
wbich reacbed Franz .Josef Land two years ago,
have returned in the steamer sent to their relief;
tbeir own vessel, tbe " Aierica," baving been
crushedi l tbe ice. Tbougb tbey did not reacb the
Pole, their leader, Antbony Fialia, dlaims tbat tbey
bave been successful in suYveying the arcbipelago
nortb of Asia and discovering four new channels.

Tbe total eclipse of the suin, on August 3oth,..will
bave been observed, if conditions were favorable,
in Labrador, Spain, Tunis and Egypt. It is boped
that pbotograpbs of the sun's corona, taken at
Labrador and ini Egypt, witb an interval of two
bours between the exposures, will be of great value
in determining thle 'nature of that mysterious

Sphenomenon.
The four Russian battlesbips and two cruisers

sunk at Port Arthur are found po be uninjured.
Tbev were sunk by tbe Russians pending the ex-
pecte(l recovery of the command of the sea; and
are now, under new names, to be added to the Jap-
anese fleet.

The visit of the French fleet to Portsmouth,
wbicb bas recently brougbt together the war ships
of France and Great Britain in token of inter-
national friendsbip. following a similar visit of a
Britisb fleet te Brest, may bave an niportant bear-
ing upon world politics-for a navy is not useless
in times of peace. A gieat British fleet and a great
French fleet lying side by sie, or, as in *tbis case,
witb the sbips iintermiiiglej,, ,sbows not only to their
own people, but to other nations, that their united
force may be called into action sbould occasion re-
quire. Two other movenients of British sbips may
be looked upon as peaceful demonstrations of naval
power. The channel fleet is now on a visit to the
Baltic; wbile a powerful squadron under Prince,
l4guis,, of, Battenburg, is nov -in Canadian. waters,
anci will visit tbe United States.

Tbe new provinces of Alberta and Saskatcbewan
will be inaugurated on the first and fourth of this
pnontb, respectively. Hon. A. E. Forget, tbe pre-

sent governor of the N<orthwest Terri-tories, bîè-
coules hie first governor of Saskatchewan. and
Hon. G. H. V. Ilulyca first governor of Alberta.

The area of the two new provinces which enter
the D)ominion in Septeniber: Alberta is. the
larger, baving ain area of 2.53,500 square miiles,'
wbile Saskatchewan lias 251,100 squiare miles.
There are three provinces whicb contain greater
areas: British Columbia, the largest, with an area
0f 372,62o square miles; Quebec, 351,873 square
miles; Ontario, 200,862 square miles. For the sake
of comparison we give the area in square miles of
the other provinces: Manitoba, 7.3,732; New Bruns-
wick, 27,985; Nova Scotia, 21,ý428; Prince Edyjard
Island, 2,184.

AN APPARITION.

Tan TSaR - Oh, William, William, our lfttUo game 19 up 1 aft who'm
coing round the corner 1 - Wookly Irishl Times.

Each of the new provinces is nearly six times thý
size of New York or Pennsylvania, five times as
large as the Stat.e of Illinois, seven times as large
as Indiana. The only state that exceeds themn in

~size is Texas (268,242 square miles). Each iq
twice as large as England, Wales, Scotland, Ireland
put together wiih their population Of 42,000p00Q
people; each exceeds the Germai>, Empire wvith itg.
population of nearly 57,000,000, and its area 208,-
738 square miles, or France with 39,000,000 people,
and an area (Corsica included) of 2040o92 square
miles.

There are said to bé ninetv-six steamships in tie
world of more than ten thousand tons burtben. -,
these, Great l3ritain owns just one-haîf, Ge n
about one-fourth, the United States one-eighlth, Il
the others belong to Holland, France,- Deim'ark
and Belgium, in the order named.
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