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what they are doing

Competition is as keen among cities as it is among
individuals and skilful advertising is as necessary in
establishing and maintaining a city in a position of
eminence as it is in assuring success in business. The
most effective advertising of a city is accomplished
through the agency of the street and its furnishings,
and the opportunity and encouragement it gives for
expressing the civic pride and ambition of the 1nd}mdual
and the community; a city whose streets are .unlf.orn}ly
commonplace and monotonous will never inspire its
citizens with a very high orderof civic pride or patriotism,
nor will it engage the earnest attention, admiration or
respect of the visitor.

There are two classes of streets in foreign cities that
are the delight of tourists; one is the narrow thorough-
fare of the olden time, full of angles and offsets, curious
gables, picturesque open spaces and ql_lalnt buildings;
the other is the wide, dignified, tree-lined avenue of
recent years, flanked by stately buildings _amd bearing
the finished touch of the most skilled architects. The
picturesque passageways of the middle ages will never
be reproduced, nor should they be; they belonged to an
urban condition that has passed with the progress of
industrialism, and their legitimate successor Wx_ll be the
minor residential street planned with an enhghteped
conception of the needs of its dwellers for sunshine,
light, air and a little of the charm of nature 1n its
grass and trees. The wide avenue we have In very many
forms, but too often it has been unwigely plam_led, with-
out proper advice, control or supervision, and instead of
giving expression to civic dignity, order and beauty, it
has degenerated into a desolate waste of paving or a
grotesque combination of various experiments 1n street
decoration.

American cities lead the world in the beauty and
charm of their suburbs, but as urban improvements
are pushed outward much of this is destroyed by
inflexible insistence upon some formal scheme of develop-
ment, regardless of the character of the street or th(eia
nature of the adjacent territory. With all our boaste
wealth and progress, our great municipalities have
failed dismally in both the efficiency and attractiveness
of our streets and roads; the best we have to show,
with few exceptions, is in our suburbs, in our sma gr
towns, or where development has been due to broad-
gauge private enterprise.

In the building of the town or city many dlffereng
plans may be worked out and each a good one; the l.)es.
can only be secured through sympathetic collaboration ;
some sacrifice of time, labor and money must be ma 2’
the municipal officers, the engineers, architects, artis ;
and artisans, and the owners of property, must wor
together for the common good of all if the great probl%ms
of city building are to be satisfactorily solved and fine
ambitions achieved.
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NEWS
is always welcome

Will YOU send some ?
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