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TEACHIN'G CHILDREN T(
LOVE GOOD BOOKS

By A. WYLIE MAHON

S qOMEac is sad ta' t oe oa= oanýse a liberledatn.Tesme 
aybsad of love for a good book. for it moudsthe cliaracter and shapes the destiny andcontribues ta the lappiness and usefuness as

&carcey ayting else can do.
Some chidren grow up in a home were theatm osp l- iere 1 literary, w lere t e l v f a g oboo conesta hem a natur:lly as their teehand far more enjayably. hfrt Word WbicbEdmund Gosse, the celeba nglish man ofttes pke was "b o . efore tey could.tecihM ta say "father"irl mthr"lisd "ok," and is passiOfrsir t oe in-

cesdw th the years. io fo Ma ra ein
There is no More interesting stry iu Canadianliterature than that af the ad rectory at Frederic..tan, New Brunswick, wherc the memnbers of theRoberts family were brougit up. I abeautifu ho mne where ail theli hiI a

and iteatue wee cerlli ebes tbngs in ii eandIltratre erecheised in a lovlng way.Southey bmef, wlia lovd is books almnostas mucli as lie did lii. chidren, and wlio, wlien liewas unable to read, would take themn down fonthe shelf, and hlad them aress giY in bis liands,and kiss tbem gaad-bye as hie Put tbem back in'their place, lied na warmcr spot lu lis beart forbooks than lied Canon Roberts and bis talentedwife. Na wonder weflnd that tliechildreu of thathome were bookioers frorni cbldhood. As s,,,as tliey were able ta read and write tliey engagdIn iterary work for tbems Ivesi a il sh w yw bc li deve oped ntoa a litti na iom eaywhick wus edite in mzine,
tie garret, ta whicb
cahdinmier of thc
family - father,
mother snd all-was
bound ta cantribute
something, eitlier a
stor>' or a poemn or a
sketch or at ieast a
Joke.

In a lterar>' et-
mosphere ike this it
is an easy matter for
chidren ta develop
a love for god
boka, the>' drink
in thus spirit at
evez>' pore; but
homnes like this arc

A dlstlnguisbed Americen writer lias said theaul normai babies boru lnto the world brinwitli tbem a lave for poetry and music, as is eCdenccd in the saothing ffCt af a' mother,"Rockeby, Baby."- If Wordsworthla isriglt
saYing that-

"Trailing clauds of glor>y, do WeCcane
Fram God WhleO iur home,"

[t la not liard ta beieve that we came jua tliworld susceptible ta the musical rhiythminsweet sounds. No wonder poets are declaîinegalnst thc scientists wlio are tcacbing fathers tItaire tlie rockers off the cradie, and deprive thestreiling clouds of glory of the swcct lullabies whic]their poetic natures, crave, and abso deprivimothers of the darling privilege of rockiug th'cradIe wliile the>' rule the world, and at the sarn'tume kuit socks for the soldiers.'
efore chlidren are eble ta, read for themm5dve!a great deal cau bc doue to awken a love forEgood story in thec chils ieert. What an ideaiPicture we bave of tlie'Rossettd's home, witb th,children gathered about their mother, listeiinwitb opeu-eyed Wonder ta6 the stories whldh sb(told. If a mother'. liart ls tlie cbld's scliaol-room, "o chilidr ever gat a fluer start in educa5tion tlisn the two boys and twa girls of tbat mastremearkable famiy of loyers. Mrs. Rossetti was 8beautiful dliaracter wlio tauglit ber clilidren veryeeriy ta lave thechcoiccst things in lIf. andliterature. The Bible aiways field its Paciu that home as the chef text-book, end the,ne uence of its storles was mightily feit b mauid-

ing the cliaracteri
of the. chiidreu,an
lu deveiapiug a liter-
er>' style noted for
its sweet simPlicity
and spiritual grace.
Mrs. Rossetti could
tell a story weJl, and
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