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A Letter from Professor Hellems
'ro the 1-dltoýr o>f The VarsiLy:

Dear Sir,-In tic golden age of mny lirst yea
at Týoroîîto the hoîîored Pinicipa.l of Uiîivcrsit
Colleýe, then Professor of Grck, trcate(I nu
with a puzzed but forbearilig kindiîess tlîat iii
evitably made lîjîji a suflerer froîîî iîîy pcersistei
confidences. After sonie particîilarly atrocion
performuance, liard to recali specifically amnong s(luiany, I went to liiii i an ciiiiiiitly prope
fraine of minc an-d adrîuitted that I liad mnade ai
egregious fool of inyscif. luJs aîîswer caime witi
l-oinieric directiiess: "I ain so glad to lcearui yoii:
opinion iii the inatter, II. I[clleis, for tuai
iniakes it unanimous.'' *

At the present momnt .I ani possesse(l of th(
saine contrite spirit and arn layiîîg iiyýseif opei
to the saine rejoinder for everybody kîîows thai
iu an old gra<luate a folly's crowîi of folly is t(
lhope that he can interest the youîîiger generatioiî
I-lowever, if a nian lias ever stretclied lus leg,,
under the editofýial table of Varsity it is almnost
imlpossib)le for him to decline the opening givenl
by sucli an invitation as yours aîîd 1 have îlot
the strength to deny ilyself the pleasîire of enîter-
iîîg agaiîî the colîîmîîs willî wlîiclî 1 was so glad
to lie associated. Moreover, Megaîî, of '95, onîce
said with lus ingennus sinile that it was xvorth
while îrintiîîg anything froîîî a gradîiate of more
than teli years standing leîiuse the îîaîî lîjinseif
was so deliglited, aîîd to this iiiîdu1lireiîee 1 ain eii-
titled, for I shall lie pleased, and the years silice
îny graduationi are mobre than teîî. lii tact îîîy
freslinian year saw tlie great fire and the last
year of rny fellowsllip saw tue disiiiissal of Pro-

* This and nîany otiier inîcidenîts of bygone
years have since made the rounds of the coînie
papers in soîine guise or otlier. For inîstanice, itwas iii the career of a couple of mnen of '92 that
the followiîîg occurred: X lived iii the 01(1 Resi-
dence while Y boarcted on College Street. Olie
înorning about two o'clock the hljarious pair
mnade timeir appearance at the Resi(lence gate iii a
condition of insobriety wvorthy of Kiplinig-I
inean of bis pen-aiid deînandced that the porter
sliould decide which of the two lived tlîeî- anti
sort lîin out so that the otiier could go home.
It was a »ivinîty inan of '93, now erninelît in a
great Amnerican theological. sehool, wlîo inade
this plea as a Scriptural excuse for workiîîg on
Sunday near examination tiilue. "'I liardlytiîi1
I amn an ox, but I ain fair]y clear tliat I arn an
ass and I amn perfectly clear tliat 1 ain iii a hole. 'l'Mr. C. A. Stuart, of '91, was standing by tlie
Chapel door one înorning when Sir Daniel Wil-
son, the most venerable of Presidents, was es-
corted to prayers by Robert MeKim, the iiiost
picturesque of beadles. Tuhe ustial congregatioliof seven liad vanislîed to that joyous refuge of
mathematicians, the house of Zero, andi ticloyal old beadle was desperate. Sallying forth
and seizing grinily upon, the brilliaut Vice-Presi.-
dent of the Literary Society lie said like thestauncli old Crimean veteran lie was: "Go into
prayers,, sir, go in instantly, daî-nu you. Save forSir Daniel and myself there is flot a Go'd-fearing
mnan left ini the place?" At another tinie Mr. A.T, De Xury-but he is on the Faculty.

fessor Williaml Dale and the expuilsionl of Mr.r Jaiiics A. 'ltiiker. Natturally, iii view of the cir-y c'Il'i-stalices 1111(1er wh]icli I xitlitrew froiîî thee Uîiiversity it w',oti](1 il] hecoît-e nie to tliscuss afiy(iof the probleiîîs clainoriîig for solution, hîowevert close to îîîy lleart tiex- lîay lie, so I shial haves to liîîîit iiys(,If t(> a itigatory letter, which if itîîîîî.st lie iiiiterestiîîg shall at least lie iniiocu-
r ous1.

1 i 1 ic th irst place, as I tlinki of the studentl>(lyIllave 1no dispositionî to raise the ilin-nemlori-
r1 n' ail of tic oh! graditate, 'leu pietas, lieuL prisca fides; ' for tue stiileiits seîni to be littlecliallge(l in spirit froiîî the stîîdents of iny ownday. Ii1(leed, there are two thîings at Toronto

tlîat seîî to ine ever uniscatlied of fate and n-inarreti of tiiiîe, the beautv of tlie old MainBuildinîg and the spIirit of tle student body. Itis truce tlîat the ivied walls present 110W andagain varyinig aspects as cloud and sun touclithîis p)oint or tlîat, eiiipliasizinig somne nnperceiv-etl sonîbreness or fixing for a moment sonle clu-sive clîarîîî; but the mnain lines of strengthi andlîeauîty- abide îinaltered, aliîîost, one tliinks, un-alterahîle, andl ev.er one nay turn to thein witlîthe conîfident hope of joy for the eye and of up-lifting for the so-ul. It lias fallen to my lot tosec a few o-f the architectuiral glories of thieworld anîd ýwit1î tiiet ail our fire-touched walls,foregoiîîg the riv alry of concrete achieveinent,îîîay claîîii close kiîship) ofspirit. Iast Augustas 1 looked tlirougli a lientiîîg ramn across thecamlpus, eIij(ying a particular view wliich. theexcava tioîiis seeîîîed to warn. mie I inust flot hopeto eîijoy again, there caine the saine hush in mybeirîg that 'vas slied over nime at ily first sight ofthe Partienon. Here sceimied to rise an iblem ofxvlîat tlîcre is nost permianent and abiding; hereif ttiî,,v ,lire,' a ruan iniglit fiîîd liealing for life'slillful fever and learn to scorn the falschood ofextremes. With some sucli niascent unvoiced feel-iîîg I first looked upon the rcvcrcnd wvalls in myiiilllressionlalleyoiîth; butlast suincrin mîmy moresolier years the feeling was unchanged save thatit took liore defiîîite formi, and to-day, when Iain separated froin the old scenes by haîf a con-tinenit, it is stronger still. Even as 1 write tîjereis before îîîy eyes a vivid picture and to, îîîy earscoîne soi-e olden words, thiat the University andtiiiie have tauglît lue to undcrstand.
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0f, this inspiring home the students have îlotbeen nappreciative nor, for the most part, un-wor-tliy. Lîike it tliey present changing aspectswith shifting liglit and shadloW; but like it agaiîîtlîey reinain in the great essentials unchanged. Iftliey have not always loved swcetness and behav-cd like saints tlîey have at least loved liglit anidbeliaved like nien, whieh, is better. In our daythey were oftcn wrong, falling cheerlly into hu-inan errors and, to borrowv from Mr. Chamber-lain, mnuddJing througlî like a British Cabinetgrappling with an Iruperial problein; but theirerrors Were hiuman, and iii some way or otherthey did mud-dle thîrough. Froin. aIl I can learriit lias flot been very différent since.


