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Book Rev'iews.
THE WEAVERS.*T I10SE who hiave taken pleasure Ii the reading of "Seats ol tule Mgi

T or "Tie Riglit of Way" will weicome the nexv novcl front the sailecei
Whîch bas appeared this autumn.

The Weavers is a tale of love ai-d adventure iii which a secret marriage
and a lost beir play their part, the centre of the stage, bowvever, beinig occupied
bY the altruistie hiero and the heroic five years' work wbîch earned for imi the
tâte of the Saviour of Egypt. H-e is a young Englisli Quaker wlio acci(lentaliV
kilîs a man in Cairo, and determiines therefore to devote his life to the land
Wlîicb lias beeni the scene of bis crime. The resilt is a splendid justification
of his decision. Five years of incredible toil ai-d self-sacrifice follow, during
WbIieh lie takes biis place.as the rigbit-band man of the Prince, and introduces
aIl sorts of reforms,-building canais and factories, restraining the slave trade,
]ighteiîing taxation, relieving oppression, and so on. Tbrouigb it ail hce is sur-
rolièded by secret enemiies and treacherons friends, and escapes a hurndred timies
as if by miracle. To the subtie diplomacy and dtnplicity of the East hie opposes
the simple bonesty of the Englishmnan, savc(l front sledgc-liammlerhood bowevcr
by a certaini Quaker shrcwdness and innocent guile.

*The three distinct circles in the story,-the quiet'littie Quaker group in the
beart of England, tbe salon of duchesses and ministers of state in London, and
the oriental court of Kaïd in Egypt,-serve as admirable fouls for eachi other.
111 the first we hear the gentle uingramimarianls thce-ing eacli other quaintly;
thlei we wake up under the glow of ant eastern sky and feci poison and treacli-
2ey in the air; and presently we step withi Lord W'indlibrst iinto the 'brilliant-
'y ligbitecl saloon" and listen to the cynico-kindiŽ el)igranis of the rehired prime
11hillister. "rhere was (lcviltry iii im, andl iinsc rnpulotisniess, as you say," hie
relliarks to Lady Betty, as tlîcy discuiss the umdcr-secretary of foreigil affairs;

I-bu confcss 1 tbought it wotuld give way to the more profitable* habit of
ilitegrity, andl that somte cause îvouid seize hiri, miake blim sincere and mis-
takenrI and give Iinii a few falîs. 13 lut in that lie was more original than I
thotiglit. He is superior to convictions."

The two objections whicli înay l)e uirgcd algaiîst flhc book are, the old-fash-
1 lIed length of the story (530 p)ages), andl the ap)parent irrationality of at lcast
tvINOof the important figuires. To the first of these objections it miay be ans-
Weered that tbe retuir to the 01(1er fashion is to be welconie(l rather than depre-
Cated. We are delniged withi teni-linle ûSsays aiid two-page tragedies, and arc
110t sorry to find an 01(1 three-decker sailiiig'the seas again. The second objec-
tionl is nO so easy to reply to, but David's sel f-inîîniolation o1, the altar of Egyl)t
Wý'4s Prohabîy the result of an exquisitely sensitive conscience rather thail of a1

*Tlie Wcavcrs. l3y Sir Gilbert Parker. Toroiito: Thei Copp-Chark Co.
lllstratcd. $1.50.

*Uniprofitable?


