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AN interestiug editorial ini one of the
Toronto papers about Christmas

time regarding -' tlie race prolilem tbat
may (levelop at Qiteei's, ' goes ou to say,
"'Mr. Hlunt, oie of the Afrîcan students,
bas addressed the Kingston "'Whig"' ini
a letter cbaracterized. by flhe bombast of
bis race, xvhcrein lie pictured the pri-
nuiaeval peace of bis people iii Africani
forests, wbere tbey worshiped the gr.eat
Spirit anid descrjbed the cruel wvhite men
Wbo fore fhem from happy buts, selling
them into servitude. No ouedenies the
borrors of flic slave sbip and siavery
but one dniîhts the idyllic repose of thie
African before capfivitý1-."

Rowever, to doîîbf the "idyllic repose
of fthe African before captivity"l does not
dimlinisli in the least the biorrors of the
8lave frade, nor does it take away from
the for-ce of Mr. Hunt's letter. Perbaps
Mr. Ilunt's leffer is cliaracterized by the
bomiba st of the race. We do îîof know.
But even students, wbo by no means
replesent tbe hroadest or mosf cbiaritable
spirit at Queeîi's, tbougbit flhc leffer was
well xritten,lind the quest ion well liand-
led. If thie African race is no0 more
bomba)tstic than Mr. Hunt, tbe Anglo-
Saxon bas mucli to learn from them.

The editorial continues, "'lu Canada
W'e are disposed to treaf the ilegr() as a
man aîand et citizen.,' ''How very kind of
"sl of course we treat the negro as t

ciiebecause as a ride lie makes a
Ve ry good citizen. But if a man is xviii

Iflg and able fo make a good citizen-
Wbatsoever lus colour, race or creed lie
13 fregarded~ as a citizen ini any coîuntry.

Wýe need flot boast that in Caniada we
a1re disposed. to treat the negro as a
citizen, We also freat Iiim "'as a.maii.''
1 10w else wvould we treat him? The
ITnited States foir a number of years
dil flot treaf the negro ''las a mani.'
SUffice it liere to say tîîat tlîey liave

]iredto recouistruet tlieir ideas of

1E1t the questionî that is troul)liflg the

mind of flic Toronto edifor is flic ques-
tion of social equality. He says. "To
put if mildly the prospect of diniîîg wiflî
the Aïricaîî, liowever mucb lie may know
of Hegyel's pbilosôpliy and the Grcek
drama, is nof exhilarating; while ftic pro-
spect of a whiîte woman promenading
college hialls on flic aim of a dusky
fellow studeuif is distiuîctly reptilsive.''
We fail to sec if ini fiaf liglîf. If your
comrade is iuof an infteresfing person-
be lie black or white-fbe prosect of
baving anyfhing fo do witli lim af aIl is
not exliilarafiuîg. But a person who lias
more than flic pedaîît's acquainfanîe
witlî legel's pliilosopliy and flic Greek
drama would, xvc fbiîk, be a most in-
fercstiuig person f0 meet. If is not a
man's colour, but bis conversafional giffs
that make him a cliarming conversation-
alisf. If is nof lus colour but bis cliaracter
fliat makes him a person we would be
plcased fo meet. Anîd flic person who
cannot appreciafe cultiire--ii a negro or
a white miani may speîîd ail lus time
otberw'ise if lie will, but w'e cftnn(îf lielp
pifying bim.

But wlîy flic prospect of a wvhite
womenl promenading college halls on
flic arm of a dusky nîegro felloxv studexit
shoLîld lue disfinctivly repulsive we can-
not sec. That there is some groîuid for
sncb a stafement aIl xvill admit; for
wbenevcr xve tliink of fleic egro we can-
not hielp thiiking of tbe black population
of flic Soutbern Stafes of flic union, flic
lawless, ignorant, and vicious niegro wlîo
is flic inîlerifor of ail flic wroîigs which
flic slave trade lias beaped upon him.
Tlie situation in flic States is a very
serious anîd difficuif one fo handle, but

flic whife manî lias brouglif if upon bim-
self and lie miust seff le 7if lîimself, ini
wlîaf way if for lîim f o, decide. Now

aIl will admit fliaf to sec a white woman
le41nirig o 1 flîte armi of an illiferate and

vicionus negro would be repulsive. If

wouild also be repulsive to see lier lean-

iuig on flic arm of an, illiferafe and vicious


