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things to damp the joyful alacrity with which I accept
the office you have conferred upon me. Dut there ave
considerations on the other hand which give me encourage-
ment and hope. Greek is a subject of such innate charm,
80 essentially delightful to any one who has any turn for
literature that it requires a ponderous mass of dulness to
choke the interest out of it. To make Greek uninterest-
ing would be an exploit worthy of being sung by another
Pope in another Dunciad. A reasonable amount of dili-
gence and attention on the part of the teacher ought to
ensure a modicum of success, if not the full measure pos-
sible ; and diligence and attention are within everybody’s

reach.
I feel too that I can always count on help and sympa-

thy and encouragement from our Principal, who never®

fails us, and from a united band of colleagues who would
do honor to any univeisity in the world, distinguished
too for harmony in their mutual relations to an extent
which I fear is rather rare among the learned  And last
of all, but not least, I have had enough experience of
you, gentlemen, and enough of students in other parts of
the world to contrast with it, to make me thoroughly
appreciate my good fortune and bless my happy stars for
lighting among such a mild-mannered tribe as the stu-
dents of Queen's College. I find you do not consider
your professors as your natural enemies. You recognize
the fact that they merit indulgent consideration at your

You know it is rather their misfortune than
A professor in

hands,
their fault to have been set over you.
Queen’s College is reckouned a good lite by the insurance
companies. For you are not in the habit even by way of
occasional relaxation of whiling away the weary hours by
baiting and’ worrying your professors. Instead of ap-
plauling us public benefactors and ministers of your
harmless gaiety the rising wits who imp their young
wings for further flights in the days to come by such
practice, you hale them before your tribunals as it were
by the hair of the head, and take sumihary vengeance
I am no less delighted than
I hope it may con-
titutions. I

upon them. I assure you
astonished at this state of things.
tinue among you and be copied in other ins
know some parts of the world where there is much need.

On the whole, then, I thivk the encouraging circum-
stances which I have to look to outweigh the reasons for

With a delightful subject, colleagués as kind

misgiving.
tentive, attached

as they are able, students orderly and at
to their teachers and their college, a professor in Queen’s
will have himself to blame if he fail to inspire interest
in his work. At any rate one must do one’s best with
God’s help.

The Chancsllor has told you that this is notan inaugural
address, It is merely an informal talk, and therefore
it ought to have at least one great merit, the merit of
brevity. Perhaps I ought now to close instead of enter-
ing on subjects which would require more space and more
careful statement than I can bestow upon them now.
But I should like to say just a very few words by way
of commending to you the study of G

Hitherto I have all along presumed that you were as
much convinced as I am myself of its value and import—
ance, and you have indulgently permitted me to take for
granted what perhaps I should in the first place have

reck.
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attempted to justify by some show of reason. " For we
all kuow very well that there are many people who think
Greek is quite an antiquated subject. A very important
member of a late English government, best known to the
world as Mr. Robert Lowe, is reported to have once said
among other remarks calculated to discourage the study
of classies in general, and of Greek in particular, that
the battle of Marathon was of no more significance to us
than a coal-pit explosion. Another statesmman used to
maintain that one copy of the 7imes was worth niore
than the whole of Thucydides. Now these remarks,
though expressed with unnecessary vehemence, not to
say coarseness, pretty well indicate the attitude of many
persons. There may be some even here who would say,
“W hat's Hecuba to us, or we to Hecuba? The Greeks
are dead and buried, let them rest in peace. Let us read
otir own writers, especially the inagazines and newspapers,
and mind our own affairs. ““The riddling Sphinx puts
far things from onur minds,” as Sophocles says, “and
makes us heed the trouble at our doors ”  There are so
many practical wants, private and publie, to attend to;
life is too short to go back so far as Greece. There are 80
many things, too, desirable to be known, so much useful
knowledge to acquire, that, hefore we embark on any
study, we must ask what will be the practical result?
What shall we gain by Greek ? It is a troublesome study.
There is a great deal_of grammar to be got up, and we
find a very little of it goes a long way. The dictionary
is large and labyrinthine In short, it is a very hard nut
to crack, and before we hazard our teeth upon it, we
wans to know about the kernel, whetier it is auy good.
Well, I should, in the first place, appeal to experience,
I should say: Ask any man who has acquired some
familiarity with this language whether he regrets the
time spent on it. I do not think that one man out of a
hundred would say he did. For the most part you will
find that the most energetic opponents of Greek are just
those who have too little acquaintance with the object of
their resentment to have sustuined any serious jury
1t is a case of mistrust of the unknown, They
the Greeks themselves
” a name which they

from it.
belong mostly to the class whom
would have called *barbm ians,
applied to all who knew no Greek.
(To be Continued.)
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4. And be it enacted, &c. That after the removal, by
death, resignation or otherwise, of the first Principal and
Professor, who are to be nominated by the Committee of
the General Agsembly of the Church of Scotland, the said
Trustees, and thieir successors, shall forever have full
power and authority to elect and appoint, for the said
College, a Principal who shall be a Minister of the Church
of Scotland, or of the Presbyterian Church of Canada in
connexion with the Church of Scotland ; and such pro-
fessor or professors, master or masters, tutor or tutors,

and such other officer or officers as to the said Trustees



