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A PLEA FOR BOTANY

f The great satisfaction 1 have had in
tea ching Botany for a score of years,

nii the eonsciousness that the iaws of
plant life are also the laws of human
life, aiid that the subtie realization of
this is the besf, w'ay to know ourseives.
It is aiways better'to eliminate the per-
Soflal elemient in any generalizationis
Worth while. For this reason, we dis-
Cuss past history rather than the pics-
enit. The Greeks and the R9mians have
given us our greatest lessons on govern-
'rient, and free fromn the pctty quibbles
of Party polities. Our days, our hours
and our seconds have, been deduced
from the stars. Ail that we know about

t the convolutions of the brain, nerve cen-
tres and (luctlcss gland(s has been de-
dueed frorn the obvious similarity of
these organs in milnand in the dog, or
gU inca- pig, on whicbi vivisection lias
been performed. Our knowiedge of the
laws of heredity are chiefly based in
the behavionr of Sweet Peas and other
Plants when crossed with inarked diff er-
ences peculiar to the species. In this
laws of the plants as being also the
r'ewest realm of ,science we accept the
laws of animals-both the laws of life.
Why not then get to know ourseives
tbroughi the interpretation of nature,
ail nature, the most beautiful. and ac-
cessible being, the flowers, the seeds,
-nature 's reproduction and bounti-
fullness.

"'Look into the strcamn and sec the
starry beams,

And interpret that which IS by that
whieh SEEMS. "

In Botany, sex only mneans difference,
and it is the blend of these differenees
that makes the woniderful variation and
evoîntion ini Plants (and animiais). In
ifact, hybridization seems quite a suffi-
cieî,t cause or explanation for Evolu-
tion, an(l is now the commonly accept-
cd one.

A glince at botanical ternis and ana-
]ogy to aiiniais flashes across the mind:
fertilization, ovary, ,oyuies., egg celi,
cmbryo, germ, angiosperms, androc-
ima, gynoeeium, respiration, reproduc-
tion, polygamous, bi-sexual flowers,
(hermaphrodite), unisexuai flowers like
the house begonia, hybrids, purc-breeds,
inbreeding, pure line breeding, etc.
rlhcse terns are not only analogous,
they are hoînologous, the origin and
evolution of the organs have been the
same in both plants and animais. The
stamnins give stamiina, the stigma stig-
matizes. There are staiinate Manitoba
mnaples and sced-bcaring Manitoba inap-
tes. Likcwise there are two kinds of
ail poplars and wiliows wiiich Noah for-
got to mention aniong his pairs. These
are simple things, the smnallest chiid
can sec and perhaps un(ierstand, if not
at once, then later, but let it be a natur-
ai realization.

The trees and the flowers are univer-
sal, dlean and lovable. Let the young
ponder 0o1 these things and they wili
wvax strong in, wisdoin and in stature:
'Fair as a flower, pure as a lily,'' yçt
knowing ail things.


