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’lplace in England, either or both of which
4y be the beginning of changes the end

o which it ig now impossible to foresee.
theecreier to the simultancous meetings of
Fede OlI}mons and of the National Liberal
B, l‘atlon.- It is predicted that each will
the la{n attitude of determined hostility to
_'ouse of Lords. Probably the only
wi?;t}:ncy' if there be any, in either case,
tent te tha't caused by doubt as to the ex-
fOllowot\;hwh- the masses are prepared to
o i e .leeral leaders in a crusade for
et lending * op ending ” of this an-
in itg :State O.f the realm. Thi.s question,
extont :m, \jﬂll be decided mainly by the
jrction °fWh10h the masses resent the re-
modig 0. the Home' Rule Bill, and the
cemy ::twn, or mutilation, as they may
measur, of each of .the other two great
atong ®3 of the session. Have the Lords’
Ployer:;?-ta . f‘eally. emasculated .the Em-
cily }‘3“1 'ability Bill and the Parish Coun-
il ]e» or have they merely affected de-
e&ch’ in:vmg the underlying principle of
isage, 1\:’0” These are the questions at
°°"resp0n(;. Smalley, the somewhat famous
008 oy helnt of the New York Tribune,
the Outaete P us much here. He says, at
clore of a long despatch, which is now
both m:, that the Lords’ amendments to
tha, heﬂﬂu.res are ‘“matters of detail ”;
in Bit.herre 18 h&l:dly a broad, visible issue
at &gai, on ‘Whlcl.l to raise the country.
.°°°naiateu, with singular forgetfu]ness or
Pabch ¢ ':C.Y. he tells us in the same des-
P“Pish 0“ some nlf the amendments to the
illibe, ouncils Bill are ‘‘extreme, some
“mbe,rl 5.40me cartainly
at th £ln does not hesitats to declare
Teprogq °_rd8 are roally just now the true
Dlatives of the people. If this be

rts of the Radicals, cither in or
the el ouse, to stir up popular feeling
the of decrecing the abolition of
ly. PPer Chamber, must fail ignominious-
cett!\inni:lheBo,H_ler han'd, nothing is more
Pocply ritish politics than that the

unwise.”” Mr.

)
Ol,am ):":l not permit the hereditary
Vangeq 4 o 81d in the way of any ad-

gy egisvlation which they have once
P their mipqg to have,

be There is

N—

eckop g h_OWever, another influence to
the 1 ®d with, both in the House and in
the 0\' fration, which Mr. Smaliey and
thing or cable correspondents fail, we
the B'ca:- “Stimate uf, g true value. In fact,
;ﬂve s::iyt;eft‘r' to it all, so far as we

Otegy, Orme- + This influence is that of the
Porty,, ol '8%3, who constitute a very im-
U the a ment of My, Gladstone’s strength,
p‘lty. '® not really the backbons of his
- : 8'eat majority of these Non-
R tab); 318 well known,care more about

| e:lent than about Irish Home
one - 2bout improved municipal
htter i’ tho“gh ag the essential aim of
to dethrone the Squire and
tl;s % long the chisf powers in
*80d to set up the people in
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their places, they have, undoubtedly, a
strong interest in the Parish Councils Bill.
Among the Nonconformists those of Wales
are in the most dangerous mood just now-
The British Weekly tells us that the defeat
of the offivial Liberal candidate in the
Horncastle election was received with jubil-
ation all over Wales. The Welsh repre-
sentitives in the House of Commons are a
small but compact body. They have seen
the promised disestablishment bill so long
delayed that they are becoming very anxi-
ous a1d determined, and it is more than
hinted that they may some day leave the
Government in the lurch in the House, just
a8 their sympathizers left the nominee of the
Government in the lurch at Horncastle. The
tone and action of the Liberal Federation at
the present meeting will probably determine
the question of the party loyalty of the
Welsh members through the coming session.
If the Federation reaffirms, without hesita-
tion or modification, its former position in
respect to disestablishment, the Liberal
leaders may count upon the continued sup-
port of the Welsh contingent. If there is
manifest any disposition to procrastinate,
or “ hedge ” on the question of disestablish-
ment, that support can no longer be relied
on. Thus it will be seen, from every point
of view,that the struggle between the forces
of Radicalism and Conservatism in Great
Britain bids fair to be fiercer than at any
time in recent history, while the issues to
bz decided are probably broader than were
ever bofore submitted to populsr vote in
the history of the kingdom. In a word, the
trinmph of Radicalism means Rsvolution,
whether beneficent or baneful,

The delay in the assembling of Parlia-
ment is beginning to call forth protests even
from supporters of the Government. It is
fearel tha'importan® interests may sufferin
consequence of such delay. Moreover, as
is well known, the sitting of the great
council of the nation during the heat and
consequent lassitude of mid-summer is not
conducive either to good legislation, or to
good t -mper on the part of the legislators.
The latter are likely to be much more irreg-
ular in attendance and to have their atten-
tion when present much more distracted by
other matters, in the business and holiday
seasons, than would be the case were Par-
liament to do its work during the less busy
months of winter and early spring. Hence,
for some years before his death, Sir John
A. Macdonald scemed to be impressed with
the desirableness of having early sessions,
and to be working in that dwrection. §)
far asappears, thereis at present no cause for
unwonted delay other than the desire of the
Govermuent to watch the course of tariff-
legislation in the United States, and to
know what shape the Wilson Bill, if passed,
will finally assume. Whether it is neces-
sary, or consistent with the interests and
dignity of the Dominion Parliament, to
thus regulate its movements by those of the
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Congress of a foreign nation, is a question
which we shall not just now attempt to
answer. There is, however, much force in
the contention that were our Government
in downright earnest in regard to its prom-
ised tariff reform, it would hasten to give
to languishing industries and especially to
depressed farming populations in the North-
west and elsewhere, the relief which they
80 much need from the oppressive burdens
which the present tariff lays upon them.
For the same reason one would have sup-
posed that our rulers would have been anx-
ious to anticipate their neighbors in the
work of reform, and to have, by their own
liberal measures, given all possible aid and
encouragement to those who are so bravely
struggling, in the face of tremendous diffi-
culties, to accomplish a roform which,
while of course made without reference to
our interests, will unquestionably, if accom -
plished, materially improve the conditions of
life in Canada, as well as in the adjoining
country. The present Dominion Govern-
ment is the last which tbe public would
have expected to find holding their own
legislation in abeyance in order to gat their
cue from Washington.

After the foregoing article was written,
but probably not in consequence of it, an
extra of the Canadian Gazette was issued,
calling Parliament to meet on March 15th
for the transaction of business. A month
only is thus left for preparation for what;,
unless all present signs fail, will prove to be
one of the most important sessions that
have yet been held. The great question
will, of course, be that of tariff revision.
That the Gvernment will fulfil its promise
by proposing some substantial reductions
of the preseat tariff goes without saying.
Failure to do this in the present state of
public feeling would jeopardizs its very
existence, That it will endeavor to pre-
serve, at the gsame time, the protective
character of the system is equally certain,
fromn repeatel declarations of the Finance
Minister and other leading members of the
Administration, That its proposals will,
for this reason, fail to satisfy the leaders of
the Opposition is a matter of course, for the
latter are just as unequivocally pledged to
the very opposite principle—that of tariff
for revenue as a present resting-place, a
kind of half-way house on the high road to
absolute free trade. This difference in
principle and aim marks a dividing zone be-
tween the policies of tho two parties suffi-
ciently broad to form, as no doubt it will,
the battle-ground for many a fierce orator-
ical contest. O. which side of the zone the
majority of the people, who are so unmis-
takably demanding reduction of taxation,
will range themselves, it will be unsafe to pre-
dict. Much will, no doubt, depend upon
the extent of the reform offsred by the Gov-
But, aside from this vital ques-
tion there will, no doubt, be much bitter
conflict between the two parties on other




