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place in England ' either or both of which
iuaY be the beginuing of changes the end
'f which it isno impossible to foresee.
We reer to the simultaneous meetings of
the COIflIlQfl andi of tCie National LýberaI
Federation. It is predicted that teach wi11

take an attitude of determined hostility to
the l'Ouse of Lords. Probably the ouly
h8sitancy, if there be any, in either caie,

Wiibe that caused by doubt as to the ex-
tont to which the masses are prepared to
f0llo', the Liberal leaders in a crusade for

thi endi., " or Ilending " of this an-
vient estate of the realm. EtThis question,

"8~t turn, will be decided mainly by the
ey'et to which the masses resent the re-
1' Ction Of the Home Rule Bill, and the
lUOdification, or mutilation, as they may

deuiOf each of th,, other twa great
'asrsOf the session. Have the La)rds'

aliendinents really emasculated tbe Em-
PloYora' Liability Bill and the Parish Coun-
"ile Bill, or have, they merely affected de-

te &v 1alng the underlying principle of
eaeb intact ? Theso are the questions at

i&BUe. Mr. Smalley, the somewhat famaus
coere8pondent of the New York Tribune,

do o eP us much here. He says, at
the outset of a long despatch, which is naw

Us, that the Lords' amendments ta
Mahieasures are cimatters of detail "

tbatt there is hardly a broad, visible issue
ilo eOn which ta raise the country.

nenagan, with singular frgetfuness or
'"COfl8jS he tells us in the saine des-

Pteh that saune of the amendinents ta the

Pihi CUcils Bill are "9extreme,, saine
ihm' 8ome cartainly unwise. " Mr.

Irelain doe, nat hesitat3 ta declare
tltthe Lords are rally just naw the true

tPresEuitatives of the people. If this be%%, ail efl'rts f the Radicals, either in or

IDu o the "Ose, ta stir up papular feeling
totePitch of decreeing the abolition af

PPer Chamber, must fail ignominiaus-

le' o r'i tih band, nothina is more

taIlrn ]ot permit the hereditary
r esta"sd in the way of any ad-

~le egislat[0 n which they have once
Up teîr muinds ta have.

be eck 's hwever, another influence ta
th, 'd Wih, Lth, in the House and in

the etia'lOnt which Mr. Smaliey and
t ir, t es Cale carre3pondents fail, we

PIorta1t el ts,8 Who canstitute a very im-
if t ûe eet Of Mr. Gladstone's strength,

Prty, re ft really the backbone of his
'0tf, great mlaj,,ity of these Non-
dhi I8teàa9sF Weil knawn,care more about

~.il 8  ist~ t tan about Irish Haine
tetr e about improved municipal

at On~ tag as the essential afin of
IèA "' dt etlrane the Squire and

eo t 0 , '30 long the cbi,3f powers in
eand ta set up the people in
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their places, they have, undoubtedly, a
strang interest in the Parish Council8 Bill.
Aînong the Nonconformists those of Wales
are in the most dan gerous moad just naw.
Tbe Bitishi JVeek1y fe]ls us that the defeat
of the oflieial Liberal candidate in the
Hornoastie election was received with jubil-
ation ail over Wales. Thse Welsh repre-
sent ttives in the Hanse of Cummons are a
sinaîl but comipact body. They have seen
the promised dis'establishment bill so long
delayed that they are hecoming very auxi-
oue a id deterinined, and it is mare than
hinted that they may saine day leave the
Governîient in the lurch in the Iluse,.jiist
as their sympathizers left thse naminee of thse
Governinent in the lurch at Horncastle. Thse
tm)e and action of the Liberal Federation at
the present meeting will probably determine
the question of thse party loyalty of thse
Welsh members through the coming session.
If thse Federation reaffirms, without hesita-
tien or modification, its former position in
respect ta disestablishment, the Liberal
leade-:s may coutit upon thse continued sup-
port of the Welsh contingent. If there is
manifest any disposition ta procrastinate,
or Ilhedge " on the question af disestahlish-
ment, that support cau no Ionger be relied
on. Thus it will be seen, froin every point
of view,that the struggle between the forces
of R,!,dicalism and Conservatism in Great
Britain bids fair ta be fiercer than at any
time in recent histary, while the issues ta
bc decided are probably broader than were
ever bafore submaitted ta populibr vote in
the history of the kingdom. In a word, the
triumph of R.-idicalism means R'wvolution,
whether beneficent or baneful.

Tbe delay in the assembling of Pârlia-
nment is beginning ta cal forth protests even
from supporters of the Government. Lt is
feare I thaimportan' interests my suifer in
cansequence of such delay. Moreover, as
is well known, thse sitting of the great
council of tlie nation dur*ng, the heat and
consequent lassitude of mid-suimner is not
conducive either ta good legislation, or ta
good t ýmper on the part of thse legi8lators.
TIse latter are likely ta be mucb maire irreg-
ular in attendance aud ta have their atten-
tion when present much m ýre distracted by
other matters, in tIse business and holiday
seasans, than would bc the case were Par-
liament ta do its work during the less busy
months of winter and early spring. H-ence,
for same years befare his death, Sir John
A. Macdonald seemed tu bc impressed with
tIse desirableness of having early sessions,
and ta be warking in that d ýrection. 8)
far as appears, there is at present na cause for
unwonted delay other than the desire of the
Goveriftnent to watch the course of tariff-
legislation in tIse United States, and ta
know what shape the Wilson Bill, if passed,
will finally assume. Whether it is noces-
sary, or consistent with tIse interests and
dignity of the Dominion Parliament, ta
thus regulate its niovements by those of thse
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Congress of a fareign nation, is a question
which we shaîl nat just now attempt ta
answer. There 'is, however, much force in
tIsecontention that were aur Goverument
in dawnright earnest in regard ta its prom-
ised tarifi reform, it wauld hiasten ta give
to languishing industries and especially ta
depressed farming, populations in thse North-
west and elsewhere, the relief whieh they
so uuch need fram the oppressive burdens
which tIse prcsent tariff îays upan theni.
For the same reason one would have sup-
posed that aur rulers would have been anx-
ious ta anticipate their neighhors in the
work of refom, and ta have, by their own
liberal measures, given aIl possible aid and
encouragement ta those who are so bravely
struggling, in thse face of tremendous diffi-
culties, ta accampliali a ràfom which,
while of course made without reference ta
aur intereats, will unquestionably, if acconi -
plished, materially improve the conditions of
life in Canada, as well as in thse adjoining
country. The present Dominion Govern-
ment is the last 'which tIse public would
have expected ta find holding their own
legislation in aboyance in order ta gat their
cue front Washingyton.

After the foregoing a rticle was written,
but prahably not in consequence of it, an
extra of the Canadian Gazette was issued,
callhing Parhiament ta meet on March 15tb
for tIse transaction of business. A month
only is thus loft for preparation for what,
unlees aIl present signe fail, will prave ta be
one of tIse most importint sessions that
have yet been held. The great question
will, of course, he that of tariff revisian.
That tIse G)vernment will fulfil its promise
by prapasing same substantial reductions
of thse present tar'ff goes without saying.
Failure ta do this in the present state of
public feeling would jeopardiz) its very
existence. That it will endeavor ta pre-
serve, at tIse same t*,me, thse pratective
character of thse systein is equally certain,
front repeate i declarations of the Finance
Minister and other leading members of the
Administration. ibat its proposais will,
for this reasan, fail ta satisfy thse leaders of
the Oposition is a matter of course, for the
latter are just as unequivacally pledged ta
the very opposite principle-that of tariff
for revenue as a present resting-place, a
kind of half-way bouse on thse IsigI road ta
absolate free trade. This difference in
principle and aim marks a dividing zone he-
tween the policies of thea t\o parties suffi-
ciently broad ta form, as no douht it will,
the battle-ground for many a fierce orator-
ical contest. 0-i which side of the zone thse
inajarity of thse peaple, who are se unis-
takably demanding reduction of taxation,
will range themnsel ves, it will he unsafe ta pre-
dict. Much will, no doubt, depend upon

thse extent of thse reform offored by the Gov-
ermnent. But, aside froni this vital ques-
tion tbere wilI, no doubt, he much bitter
conflict hetween tIse two parties an other


