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IWell, well, mother, 1 don't carq, a anuf if you were a

Sesayder or even a Tommykite-"
"IA Tommykite ? ' cried Coristine, anxious ta extend

bis knowled2!e and increase his vocabulary.
téIt's a man called Thomas," answered tbe interrupted

husband, "'that made a new sect ont aur way, and they
calbis following lammykites ;I dunno if be's a relation
of the captain or flot. Cive a dog a bad naine, tbey say,
and you might as well bang bim ; but the Tommykites are
living, in spite of their name."

IHenry Coake, your rernarks are very unnecessary and
irrevelarit," said bis wife, falling into bad English oaver a
long adjective.

1I was just gaing ta say, mother, that 1 wanted you
ta try and keep these gentlemen f rom going beyond aur
bouse to.nigbt, because you can put it sa mucb better than
I can."

The aid lady, thereupon, so judiciously blended caaxing
witb the apolagy of disparagement, that tbe anly alter-
native lef t tbe pedestrians was tbat of remaining; for ta
go on would bave been ta treat tbe disparagement as real,
and a sufficient cause for their seeking other sbelLer. Tbe
bouse they entered was sinail but neat. t consisted
almost altogether of one room, called a living raam, wbicb
answered ail tbe purpases of eating, sleeping and sitting.Outside were a summer kitcben and a dairy or milk-bouse.,
and, a sbort distance off; were tbe barn and the stable, the
sole occupant of tbe latter at tbe timýý heing a 00W that
s3pent most of its leisure out af doors. Supper did flot take
long preparing, and tbe travellerd did ample justice toaa
very enjoyable meal. Tbe dominie enga ged tbe bostess in
conversation about German caokery, Sauer Kraut, Nudeln
and variauskinds of Eierkucben, wbicb sbe dtescribed with
evident satiefactian.

IMrs. Hill and Wilkinson are regular Deipnosop-
hiatal" remarked Caristine ta the bast.

IIThat's too deep for nme," be wbispered bacfr. IIBut
tell it ta tbe mistress naw; sbe's that fond of jawbrealcers
sbe'll neyer forget it."

Il We were remarking, Mrs. Hill, that you and Wil-
kinson are a pair of Deipnosophists."

The aId man looked quizically at bis wife, and she
glanced in a questioning way at tbe dominie.

IlMy friend ýs trying ta show off bis learning at aur
expense," the latter remarked. "lOne Atheineus, who
lived in tbe second century, wrote a book witb that naine,
cantaining conversations, like those in ' Wilson's Noctes
Ambrosianoe,' but upon gas3tranomy."

I was not aware," said the bostess, "lthat tbey bad
gas so far back as that."

Wilkinson bit his lip, but dared flot explain, and the
lawyer looked sbeepish at the turn affaire were taking.

"I t's aisy remembered, mother," put in the quondamn
aohoolmaster.

IlTbink af astronamy, and tbat'Il givA yon gastranamy;
and a gaètronomer is a deipnosopbist. That's two new
words in'one day and bath meaning the saine tbing."

The hostess turned ta tbe dominie, witb a little sbrug
of impatience at ber busband, and remarked : I"The life af
a deipnosopbist in gastromical works must be a very trying
one, froin tbe impure air and tbe soit coal dust; do you
not tbink Bo, Mr. Wilkinson 1 "

That gentleman tbaugbt it must, and the lawyer first
cbewed bis moustache, and then blew bis nase severely and
long. Fortunately, the meal was over, the hast returned
thanks, and the party left tbe table. The aId man taok a
pail and went ta water the stock, wbicli seemed ta consist
af the cow, wbile the wife put away the supper thîngs,
and prepared for the evening's milking.

The pedestrians, being told there was nathing tbey
could do, strolIed out into the neighbouring pasture, and
pretended ta look amang the weeds and stones, at the end
af the fence farthest away fram the stack-waterer for botani-
cal and geological specimens ; but, in reality, tbey were
baàving a battie royal.

tgCarry, you ass, whatever put it into your stupid head
ta make a fool of tbat kind little woman ? "

tgSauer Kraut and Speck Naadle, wbat did yon begin
witb your abominable Dutch dishes for ? "

"i bad a perfect right ta talk German and of German
things with Mrs. HllI. I did flot insuît ber, like an
ungrateful cur, 1 know."

III neyer insuited ber, you blackguard, waultin't do
sucli a tbing for nzy life. 1 had a perfect right, taa, ta
talk Greek ta the old man, and it was you put your ugly
foot in it witb yaur diabolical gastronamy. 1 wonder you
don't pray the graund ta open Up and swallaw you."

"I 1cansider, sir, an apoîogy from you ta aur bost and
hostess absolutely necessary, and ta be made witbout any
delay."

IIl'Il apologize, Wilks, for the deipnasopbist part afiti,
but l'Il be jiggered if l'Il be responsible for yaur nasty
gastranomy. '

IlThat means that you are gaing ta put ahl the anus ai
this hideous and cruel îisunderstanding on my shoulders,
wben I oxplained your expression in cbarity toalal parties,
and ta belp yau out."

IlHelp me out, is it? I think it was helping me into
the ditch and yourseli, taa."

16 Will you or will you not accept tbe responsibility of
this wbole unfortunate businessI Here is my ultimatum.
Decline Ita accept it, and I return ta Callingwood this very
night."

61Wilks, my boy, that would neyer do. It's dead tired
you'd be, and I'd hear af you laid up with fever and chilIs

froîn the nigbt air, or perhaps murdered by tramps for the
sake of your watch and purse."

"iit matters notbing. Rîgbt must be dons. Fiat jus-
titia, ruat coelurn. Every law af gratitude for bospitality
cries aioud : ' Make restitution ere tbe sun goes down.' I
understand, sir, that yau refuse." Sa saying, the offended
dorninie moved rapidly towards the bouse ta resume bis
knapsack and staff.

IlWilks, if you dan't stop l'Il stone you ta deatb witb
fossile," cried tbe repentant lawyer, tbrowing a series of
trilobites irom bis tobacco-less pocket at bis r6treating
friend. Tbe frienil stopped and said curtly: IlWbat is it
ta bel "

IlWilks, you remind me of an aid darkey woman that
bad a mistress who waa troubled witb sneezinog fits. The
mistress said: 1'Cbloe, wbenever 1 sneeze in public, yau,
ns a faithful servant, should take out your handkercbief,
and pretend tbat it was you; you sbould take it upon
yourself, Cbloe.' Sa, one day in cburch, the oId lady made
a big tis-haw, when Chloe jumped up and cried out : 'l'Il
take dat sneeze my ole missus snoze an mysef,' waving ber
handkercbief ail araund."

I did not delay my jaurnoy ta listen ta negro stories,
Mr. Coristine."

Il t ba8 a moral," answered tbe lawyer it means
that I am going ta take ail this trouble on myself, and
hinder youi making a bigger ass of yaurs. l'il apologize ta
tbe pair ai them for me and you."

" That being the case, in spite af the abjectionable
words, ' bigger ass,' which you will live ta repent, 1 shall
stay."

(To 1)p continumd.)

A USTRALIAN LETTER.

N m f r rnr f the world, in thecity of Adeiaiie, in

campatriat Mr. O. A. H-owland strack a chard in unison
with wbat L bave felt about the Empire, and the duties
devolving upan its subjects. The IlNew Empire " baving
been originally noticed in the calumns of the Toranto
WEEK, it appears ta be a fitting channel thraugb wbicb ta
pour any lielpful or warning wards from aur Sunny
South. The Australian colonies, including New Zealand,
cantain more people, and infinitely mare wealth than the
thirteen American colonies at the time af the Revolution.
Tbey bave nat been oversbadowed, as the Dominion af
Canada has been, by a migbty republic like the United
States. Tbey bave on the whole been very well treated
by tbe parent State, and their development bas been in
some ways different from yours. We are aIl alive and
eteadily growing.

Southb Australia was the firet province founded in Aus-
tralia quite free froin the convict element. Victoria and
Queensland were originally partions af New South Wales,
the original convict settlement, and Tasmania, under the
aid namie af Van Dieman's Land, was still more emphati-
cally a depôt for the criminals af Great Britain and
Lreland. Tbe convict taint is, however, wearing itseit out.
Ail tbe colonies bave long bad tbe advantagesai excellent
education in State achoole, but the cast is borne differ-
ently from that af England, America and Canada. In
ail except New Zealand public educatian is a charge
an the general revenue, and in New Zealand the
looal provinces bear a amall proportion ai the cast
and taire more share in the management, in conse-
quence, tbis is a survival af the original provincial arigin
of New Zeaiand. In England the general revenue bas
sbared the expense, but the rating powers for Scbool
Boards raisi, a large ainount. Acroas the Atlantic, in the
United States and in Canada, local rating does it ail.
I bave beard that tbe Province ai Ontario bas carried
local self-government ta the highest perfection. On tbe
other band, the province in wbich I live, whicb at present
bas but 320,000 saule in a central territory extending
from the nortb ta the south caast, is the most centralized
and sacialistic in its organization af ail the Austraiîn
colonies. Not oniy lias it State-built and State-managed
raiiways like the others, and State-managed teîegraph
lines-the line connecting us ail with tbe rest ai the worid
passing throu,h ber territory and constructed at ber
expense-nat only are aur schools ail on one system and
dirècted by one head, not only are aur city waterwarks
and aur irrigation works the cbarge ai the general revenue,
but charity itseli in South Australia is a Gavernment1
responsibility. Lt is the only ane ai the colonie3s whicb
bas adopted the most socialistic priniciple af tbe English
poor-law, that absolute destitution shauld bave legal
relief. Lt is not that the other Australian revenues do i
nat give mare money, in proportion ta population, for the i
relief ai the poar, but they give it indirectly tbrough
voluntary sacieties and charitable workers, and are not, asi
in South Australia, directly respansible for iLs distribu-1
tion.1

The Destitute Board of unpaid members, with a paid 1
Obairman and auxiliary Boards in the country, distribute 1
out-door and in-door relief according ta recagnized rules,1
and comparisans show that tbrough belp being given ta
keep poor families tagether, the number ai aid people and 1
of children altogether tbrown on publie and privatei
charity is lees than in the other colonies. Lt may he weill
far the moat centralized and the least centralized of thei
British provinces ta excbange notes. South Australia t
was the iret ta adopt the simplification ai land titles' by t
registration. Torrens' Act bas been copied ail over Aus- .f
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tralasia and is held up for imitation. South Australia is
at present the only cammunity wbere tbe principle ai
land taxation preached by Mr. HLenry George bas been
initiated. For over six years a tax ai a balfpenny in tbe
paund ai assessed value ai land, irrespective of improve-
mente, bas been levied on ail land, whetber it is city
block ai an eigbth ai an acre, or a vast ehtate. 1 tbink
Henry George would bave made mucb greater progreesB
witb this principle if bie bad not mixed it up inextrîcably
with free trade. There is a vast number ai people who can
see that tlîis metbod af raising revenue bas two goad eflects
-it encourages improvements on tbe land and diecour-
ages speculative holding ; wbo, nevertheless, are îlot desir-
ous tbat land shouîd hear the whole burden ai national
expenditure. When Mr. George was bere, lie was sur-
prîsed ta find that nîany ai bis supportters were proLc-
tiani8s. We did not want ta be merely growvers ai wool
and wbeat and wine and ail ; we desired a nmore varied
devolopment, and infant industries need protection.
People point warningly ta Anierica wbere industries no
lon ger in thpir infancy clamour for increased protection as
in the McKinley Bill, but I bave saine hiopes that aur
muanufacturer@ and nionopolists will not be 50 poweriul as
in America. The faot that they own neither railrnads nor
teîegraph lines, and that ail aver the colonies efforts are
constsntiy being made La check large holdings in land,
will make it casier for a people'8 parliament ta reduce air
abaiisb pratective duties if they press too bard on indus-
try. In Australia, too, the eight bhours' day for most indus-
tries capable ai s'îcb limitation and the example ai the
Government, tbe largeet employer ai labour, tends ta
restrain the greed ai private employers.

At a test election for a city ai Adelaide constituency
recently, the programme ai tbe conservative or capi-
taliet candidate was ai the most hiberal character. Ho
approved of the baiipenny land tax, and was favoirable
ta its being doubled. HIe was wiliing ta make it optional
for municipalities ta rentier their rates on unimiproved
land values. le appraved ai the eight hour8 day ; only
lie disapproved ai the action ai the Traite Unions wbo
have it in their power ta paralyze ail the producing indus-
tries ai Australasia by iorbidding dock-labourors and sea-
men freim handling wool sborn by other than union mon.
This liberal capitalist was beaten by a working man-
cbiefly by the temperance vote-which went soi id for aile
wha supported Sunday closing. I tbink that a 8hearers'
union sbould content itseli with working on fair condi-
tions for itueli, good pay, goad food sud docent housing,
but iL is an avacation whicb doe nat ast mare than a iew
monthe ai the year, and ta iorbid non-union men ta shear
is an uniuet exercise ai power.

The sbipping strike two years ago was one more far-
reaching than any ever before known, and it bas led ta
stranger organization onthe part of the capitalistand produc-
ing classes. The strikers feel that the battle muet be fought
at the poils, and the return ai tbree labour inembers for
the South Australian Upper House, and ai mare tbaa
thirty bar the Assembly in New South Wales, bas empba-
sized the position. New Sauth Wales and Queensland
have the Upper Huse nominated ; in Victoria and South
Australia the members are elected in larger districts, and
the elector muet have a emaîl praperty qualification. If
the Southi Australia Legielative Council bad flot voted
themeelves the £200 a year which they had opposed on
principle for the Assembly, tbey would not have had their
hall invaded by the harny-handed. In South Australia
and in New Zealand there is a ne man, one, vote." In
the other three colonies, wbicb were originally parts ai
the mother colony ai New South Wales, there bas aiways
been plural vating. A man holding property out of the
district in which he lives could vote for it, and alLen exer-
cised many votes. The last Victorian Ministry went in
an this question, and carried Ilane man, one vote " through
the Aseembly, but iL was Los in the Council , the Minis-
terial members themselves vating against it. The Council
offered as an amendaient ta give a dual vote-on, for
persan and one for praperty, breebold or leasehold, or even
for tbriit, saved money in any way--to be exercised
whetber the elector lived an bis property or beid it else-
wbere. By the dual vote the capitalist party hope ta
enlîst the smaîl farmers and selectore on their aide, and
by means ai majarities in smalher caunty canstituencies to
neutralize the mujarities ai labour candidates in large
town and city districts. To îny mimd, ta pit capital and
labour against each other as enemies in every constitu-
ency ai Australia is even worse than pitting Republicans
and Demacrats againet eacli other in America. The cry
for one member consti',uencies, wbich bath parties bave
set up, is only that the, figlt mai' be dloser and the duel
more bitter. What Australia and'Canada and the United
States want mast ai ail is the grauping ai several con-
stituencies tagetlier ta bie represonted by the single trans-
ferable vote. Mr. Hare adapted this perfect instrument
ta too vast a field, and retarded the pragressaio the idea
by taking the United Kingdami as a single constituency.
Districts grouped so as ta return froin six ta ten mem bers
would enabie any considerable minarity ta bie represented,
and, what is stili mare important, it wouhd paralyze the
party tactics that fasten on a wavering and indifferent or
a corruptible fringe ai votera, who turu tlie elections under
the present exclusively majority repreBentatian. The
indirect benefits would bar outweigh the direct. Would
the Il Spoils " system or tbe monstrous pension liste in
the United States hast a session under that equal relire.'
sentation whiob I call Effective Voting ? These are party


