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DION AND THE

By Miles Gerald Keon

A CLASSIC CHRISTIAN NOVEL.

One morning, before they had left
their bedroom to join the tmumvir's
early repast, they heard his voice at
the door, bidding them come quickly
down, for Dionysius, the Athenian,
had just arrived from Rome, and had
brought tidings of Paulus, the milita-
Ty tribune.

“ Of Paulus the *military tribune?’ ”’
echoed the mother and sister, when
they were all seated together at their
‘fentaculum’. *How well it sounds !
It is the very style and title of his fa-
ther ! >

“Ay,” quoth the triumvir, * the
splendid lad makes my valiant bro-
ther’'s name ring once more. Once
more we hear of Paulus, tribune of
the soldiers ; but this youth will soon

a legatus.”

““Where isi he? Why is he not
here 7 ” guddenly asked Aglais, turn-

Ing with alarm to the messenger, their

friend Dion.

“He is recovering from a wound,”
8aid Diomysius, *in a hut mnear Vero-
nra, where ke is attended by your old
freedman Philip.

*But with no doctor,” cried the
mother, ¥and without me ? ”’

¥Let us both go to Verona at
once,” said Agatha. “ Melena can
Wwait upon us.”

" He has had the advice of a doc-
tor, and of the best doctor living,”
said the Athenian. ‘“Moreover, I have
Teason to believe that it would be
dangerous for you and Agatha to un-
dertake such a journey. Agatha, in
any case, should not leave this castle
4ll Paulus meturns.”

“But I can,” said the mother; “my
8tay here is no additional protection to
Agatha, and my presence with him may
8ave the life of Paulus. You must
8Wait us here, my daughter. I will go
this very day, taking our slave Melena.
8he understands how to nurse the sick.”

As not objections to this plan were
Taised, the Athenian lady left the room
to give orders. When she returned,

ionysiys informed them that Ger-
Manicus Caesar had re-entered Rome
before he was expected, having entirely
dispersed the Germans; that Paulus had
diStin{.{uished himself during the opera-
tions which had led to this result even
Iore by h# military prudence than by

is brilliant courage; and that he, Dion-
¥sius, having learnt that his friend was
ying ill near Verona, had persuaded

haricles to leave all his lucrative prac-
tice in the capital for the sake of visiting
the wounded hero; that the two Greeks

ad travelled together to Veaetia; and

2t Dionysius had himself seen Paulus,
‘Who wag rapidly recovering; and he had

en hastened back to bear the good
Rews to Aglais and Agatha.

“But this is not all.” added the
Athenian; “I have something of im-
Bortance to tell you about your suit for

€ recovery of that part of the Aemilian

States which once belonged to the

Tother of our host, the triumvir—I
Mean to vour gallant husband. Your
Suit g over, and well over.”

“Has Augustus made up his mind?”’

“Yes, but in u curious manner. You
haye heard of Vedius Pollio of Posilippo.
¢ would have lived much longer only
°F his lampreys; but now he is gone.
¢ died rather suddenly, the other day,
8ming the gods for taking him, and
Mankind for not keeping him. Al-
though he has several kinsfolk, he has
Willed his Vesuvian villa, his pottery
*0d al] his treasures to Augustus. But
€ emperor, who for some time back,
known how Pollio’s lampreys used
be fattened, was wonderfully dis-
gus_ted by the device. Indeed, so far as
taking personal possession of the pro-
Perty was concerned, he renounced the
Segacy with an oath. I thereupon,
at‘lz.ed my opportunity, brought forward
ugam the case of your son, und urged
rpon Augustus that if he could not
restore to the last of the great Aemilian
A€ the Aemilian castle on the Liris,
¢ Might, q¢, least, confer upon him this
“UMaean estate instead. The emperor
ﬁgadergd awhile and consented, but yet
m‘l % singular qualifieation. The Lady
se;mcma’ wife of Cneius Piso, 'had, it
Ay S’:Ome claims upon old Pollio; and
rag"ls U8 has ordered a patent to be
prown Out by the lawyers, conferring the
graf::rti Upon Paulus as an imperial
cir. ut, should he die without an
said 1 CRVeying it afterwards to this
id Lady Plancina.”
(13
youxll have hearq of reversions to the
er%ﬁ’La“_er the old should die,”’ ob-
You 4 eP‘d(}S, “but the disposal which
eseribe is indeed a curious caprice

!
!“Just before you eutered the hoat, a|
{kr:ight. o1 more than a Lknight, whose
thorse was covered with foam, rode upj
| to the door at the end of the garden, by
{ which your grandson had departed, and
| asked for the Lady Ag¢luis. When told
tshe had left. he said hastily, “ What!
Jin the ship for Spain®”’  When 1 men-
tioned  for Ronie, he asked had the |
on the part of my once colleague. ?ymmg lady gone also” and when I said
Paulus must marry at once, and defeat  that the voung lady and vou, sir, were
the possibility of so whimsical a re- cout fishing, he called for someone to !
mainder.”’ hold his horse. and stuted he would
That day, the Lady Aglais, taking ywrite you s letter.  Searching for his
the slave Melena with her, departed for - gahlats, he muttered that he must have |
Rome in one of Lepidus’s old fashioned left them in Rome. T offered to get him |
carriages, while Dionysius returned to 4 piper, a reed and some cuttle-fish ink |
the capital in his own chariot at the  if he would enter the house. He did so’
same time. Aglais was glad of such  Jooking much disturbed; and saying, |
protection and company on the road.:as often as three several times that he |
There were two or three mansiones, or i had no one to send whom he could have !
little post houses, and two imperial mu- itrusted; and that he had been oblige |
tationes, where they calculated on ob-: ty come himself; and that, if he did so
taining changes of horses, as Dionysius ~at onece ;"return, he should be Rissed. |
had taken the precaution of furnishing : When he had written a few words, he |
himself with the requisite “diploma” i folded up the paper, asked me for wax
or warrant, from Lucius Piso, the gover- and taper, and sealed the letter with
nor of Rome,. | a signet-ring which he had on his finger. |
Besides a trusty-serving man of Lepi- { Then he held the letter 8o, without |
dus’s who acted as coachmun, a couple  giving it to me, and at last tore it up.”
of grooms went with the lady the first!  “But,” said Lepidus, “did you not
stage, in order to ride back the trium- 45k who he wag?”
vir’s horses. In Rome, it was planned | “Yes, sir, and he told me he was a
Dionysius would see that Aglais should ! friend of the Lady Aglais and the ydung
obtain the readiest and best means of lady.” :
continuing her journey horthward; and| ¢« Was he dressed as a military man?’
the Athenian even promised himself to| «“No, sir; he had a sort of toga, only
escort her all the way, and to guide her it was dark; the hood was brought over
to the very house in which her son was | his head: he wag belted. He was a
now regainitig his health and strength | handsome man under the middle age.
near Verona. But I was made certain of his rank by
Agatha wept bitterly at parting from | the voice, and by his general bearing.”
her mother, for the first time, as it hap-|  “Well, did he leave no message?”
pened, in her whole life. Two incidents “ None, sir; he merely” said that it
marked the afternoon of this first separ- | was very unfortunate he could see no-
ation. ! body, and especially that he could not
It was at midday that the sound of | speak to the lady, your sister. He then
the receeding wheels died in the distance | mounted his horse, and rode away
and the aged Lepidus, patting the head swiftly.”’
of the fair girl, said: “Here is the seal, I do believe!”’ said
“Come, niece, have fortitude! Your| Agatha, picking up a piece of wax on
mother will soon return with our noble | the fragment of a letter.
Paulus, and they must see you cheerful “Ah!” said Lepidus, examining it,
and happy . or they will blame me. Go|“How well I remember the hateful em-
to your apartments, and prepare for a| blem. That used to be the signet of Mae-
little fishing exeursion. I will call the cenas, who brought my son to the block”’
slaves, have out our large galley, and! “Unclet” whispered Agatha, who
gave you a row up and down the shingle | also had looked at the seal, “ come into
beach.” the house, and I wil] tell you who this
She laughed through her tears with | visitor was.”
a little gasp and obeyed. The ecastle “You can go,” said Lepidus to the
was encompassed with gardens, and gervant, who retired. ;
these again with an orchard, the whole: ¢ T¢ was Velleius Paterculus, the Prae-
being enclosed in a loosely-semicircular | torian tribune,” said Agatha. *‘That
sweep of strong walls, with the sea-line | jg his device—a frog, is it not> I have
as arc to the bow, almost like a fortifi- | seen his notes before, sealed with that
cation. A few Thessalian dogs, famed ‘l emblem. Some dan;",er against which
as watchers, with which Agatha had f ke would fain pmtec(’; us is impending.”
early established the most friendly and : )
confidential relations, had been trained (To be Continued.)
to range these gardens, and the whole
enclosure, at will, and performed that |
duty or pastime very much with the, ., neighhors were conversing the
air (Y>f.dlsciplmed soldiers. . ‘other day, when one said to the obher: —
While Agatha was dressing for the; “By the way. how is Mrs. Hogg, the
boat, she heard one of these dogs ]’ay‘invulid, going on?”"
angrily; and when $he descended into | ) :

SIBYLS

of shutting a heavy wooden door in t;heg
enclosing wall, and canght the fo]lowingi “Oh. they call her Mrs. Bason -
words addressed to a man on horseback | she’s cured.*’ o .
of whom she only obtained u» momen- 2l
tary glimpse.
““No more in my house after such a-
menace; hut tell this to Tiberius you,:
if it will help your interest with him;:
tell him, T say, that very little is now
required to induce Lepidus, once trium- .
vir, to bequeath all his property to Ti- |
You fence with an old:

“Why, what do they call her?”

berius Caesar.
swordsman.”’

And while yet speaking, ILepidus:
slammed the door, and Agatha heard
a horse gallop away.

“I’ve outgeneralled him, T think,”
muttered the old man, turning back | 8
into the garden. |
uncle?”

“Who was there, :m'ked;
Agatha. ;

“One who shall not trouble us again |
while my brother’s widow and daughter
are under this roof,”” replied the trium-
vir.  And he led Agatha to the boat.

Their fishing expedition was not very
gay, and they werc both content when
it was over. It was evening as they re-
entered the courtyard of the castle.
They were met by an old slave, who
held in Lepidus’s establishment a place
corresponding to that of a butler in
modern families.

“d am sorry you were away, sir, an
said he to the triumvir.
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DIARRH®EA, DYSRNTERY,
CRAMPS, PAIN IN THE STOM:
ACH, COLIC, CHOLERA MOR-
BUS, CHOLBRA INFANTUM,
SBA SICKNESS, and all SUM.
MER COMPLAINTS ia Childres
or Adults,

Its effects are marvelleus.

Pleasant aud Harmless to take.

Rapid, Reliable std Effectual in its j
action. .

IT HAS BREN A HOUSEHOLD
REMEDY FOR NEARLY SIXTY
YEARS,

7.4 PRICE 38 CENTS.
 DETUSR 8UBsTIFUTRY,  TuxrRR DANGEROUS. SN

hour ago,”

] nest Summer Resort in North West
Pullman Sleeping Car Accommodation Reserved in Advance.
TICKET OFFICE - - - 341 MAIN STREET

. i ““Oh, "replied the other, “they do not _“m
the garden, she saw her uncle in the act call her Mrs, Hogg now.” # ’ i

OR “ FRUIT LIVER TABLETS * :
Fruit with tonics make them. The natural remedy for constipa«
tion, biliousness, headaches, kidney and skin diseases.

“Iam taking Frnit-a-tives and must say they are the best remedy I
ever used for Stomach and Liver Trouble. I wonld not be without them
atany price.” Mrs. FRANK BUSH, Essex, N.B.
€3 At druggists—50c, a box,

Manufactured by FRUIT-A-TIVES LIMITED,

PIANOS

Those who buy a piano ought to pay as much attention to the
record and reputation of a piano as the piano itself. They ought to pay
more attention to its musical qualities than to the case.

The Mason & Risch Piano

is a musical instrument before it is an article of furniture, yet it is an
instrument that would beautify any room.

Ottaws,

No piano has a better record.

The Mason & Risch
Piano Co. Ltd.

3506 Main Street, Winnipeg.
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YELLOWSTONE PARK

T kerumnine - STOPOVERS rueds moyras
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Eastern Canada Tours

Via Duluth and Great Lakes
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MANITOBA with its network of railways, giving markets near at
hand for all farm products, offers unrivalled opportunities for investmeunt.

PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT LANDS can still be purchased at
from §3 to 6 per acre,

IMPROVED FARMS in all districts of the province can be pur-
chased at from $10 to $40 per acre.

These prices are advancing every yvear,

A FEW POINTERS

. On arrival at Winnipeg the wisest policy for auy new settler to adopt
1s to remain in Winuipeg for a few days and learn for himself all about the
lands offered for sale and to hownesteaqd.

There are districts that have been settled for many years in which land
can be purchased. Sowme of this may be . unbroken prairie which still
possesses all the richness and productive powers of our virgin prairies,
Other lands, cultivated and haviug comfortable farm buildings, are ready.
for immediate possession,

There are Provincial Gevernment lands, Dominion Gdvernment home-
steads, and railway lands to be secured.

The price of land varies from $3 to £40 per acre,

Location with respect to railways, towns, timber and water determines
the price of land.

For information
Land Office. :
. For purchase of Provincial lands apply at the Provincial Land Office [
in the Parliament Buildings.

For C. P.R.
railway companies.

For lands owned by private individuals apply to the various real estate
agepts in the city.

*For situations as farm laborers apply to: J. J. GOLDEN
PROVINCIAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 617 MAIN ST., WINNIPEG

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
AND IMMIGRATION.

regarding homesteads apply at the Dominion

or C.N.R. lands apply at the land offices of said




