
AUTUMNAL UNITARIÂN CONVENTION.

te presented 1 Does the niinister find himself aided and
suistained ini such i atters by the body of the con gregation,
as their comnion idea of a comprehensive churcli would
properly requfre, and naturally lead him to expeet 1 It is
the rare exception when he dues. Generally, if he finds
the proportion of one layxnan ini ten wvho shows a living
and active interest in sucli aflairs, lie feels encouraged.
-Do 1 exaggerate the state of the case when I say that
ine-tenths of the people show no real interest at ail'?

The Church is the grand want of the .world - the
Chureli as we understand it, inclusive and comprehe nsive

-the Churcli as a living, spiritual body of people. It is
expedient that we have pastors and teachers to-day, as in
the early times. But such pastors and teachers do not
stand in tlreory, and ouglit not to stand in practice, in the
place and stead of the body of the people to do the work
of the Church. The Christian rites and privileges of the
peuple are on a par with those of the pastors. Anud ini
every departmeut of Christian activity the duties also of
the people-are on a level with the duties of the pastors.
The Churcli was active and aggressive at the first, and it
requires to be active and aggressive still. There were
error, ignorance, and sin, agamnst which it waged war
eighteen hundred years ago, and there are error, ignorance
and sin against which it is called to wage war to-day.
The existing state of society in the Old Wurld and the
New, shows its. terrible want of the divine remedies of
the Gospel. The Church lias a great and pressing work
to perform, as an agent of renovation and redemption. 1
need not remind you of its two-fold obligation to those
within and those without its own pale. In every depart-
ment of obligation, pastors and people, ]aity and clergy,
are co-ordinately responsible. The niinister is caUed on
to be interested in -the wants of the peuple whom lie
serves, and to meet sucli wants, temporal and spiritual, as
best he can. But the people are eqnally called on to, be
interested in eaoh other, and minieter to mutual necessi-


