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THE painters' strike at Vinniipeg, referred to in our hast issue,
is ended. The strikers haue retuîrned to vork at the nid rate of
wages.

TEint United Staies Custons regulations require that (o each
invoice of granite exported to the States, there must bc attached
a diagran of each piece so exporied and a sworn sîaiement of
the value. Enquiries are being nade at Ottawa with the view5 to
ascertain what method is cmployed by Canadian Custons off-
cials to ascertain hie v:.lue of manifactured granite exporied by
Great lriinin and the United States to Canada.

THE brick manufacturers in Toronto and vicinity have organ.
ized an association, and have decided Ou reduce the scale of
wages paid to employés. This action bas been promnpily
followcd by the organization of a brickmakers' unIlon, and a
deterninalioi on the part of the employds to submit in no
reduction. Tihe surplus stocks on hand are so large, and the
building outiool sn sunpromtising, iat some of the manufac-
turers decided a nonth or two ago not to operate tiheir yards
this season. Under these circumstances, Ihe probabilities are
decidedly adverse to any satisfactory resilis being obtained
fronm a strike of employds ai tbis time.

AN Cfroît weill be mRie at tlie next session of the Ontario
Legislature to have the Mechanics' L.ien Act amended in several
imporiant particulars. At a recent meeting of representatives
of tei Toronto iluilders' Exchange, Trades and Labor Council,
and iateriai supply men of Toronto, this subject underwent
discussion. A comnittec %:ts appointed to draft required
aiendments to this Act and submsit tie saine for consideration
At a future meeting. rhe discussion brought out the facit that
the lien law of Ontario affords less protection to mechan-
ics and persons supplving materials. than laws existing for the
sanse object in many oi the States of the Union.

THE. Toronto Architectural Sketch Club mighi profitably foi-
low dite customs of Englisi Architectural Societies m0 visiring Em
a body as frequently as possible during each summaer buildings
in course of erection, previnusly arranging wvith the archi-
tects of the building to be present to explain the points of inter-
est connected with tht construction. Il is safe to saye that one
such visit may be the means ofaffording students more practical
instruction than could be obtained fromt halfadozen lectures. A
visit of this character was made to the Hospital for Sick Chil-
dren on College strect, and proved tobe of great interest and
value. [t is to b» hoped tit a series of similar visits will be
arianged for the present sunimer.

RrEFEcltENcE£ has often been made to the unfairness and sonie-
tines ti e absurdness of tle co*clitions of architectural comîpei-
lions. The evil bas possibly reached ils lirait so fat as ils efects
upon architects is concerned. It seems, however, to be nowv
trying to find its way into lie engineering profession. The foi-
owing advertiseient recently appeared in the daily papers :
" The toien f- contemplates tlh coistruction ofswatervorks
this year, and invites tenders, to be opened 3oth inst. Those ten-
dering te finish their oie plans and specifications al their own
expense. The lowest or any tender not necessarily accepted.
For particulars coniiicate wit ." The above is so pal-
pably a case of "iheads i wvin, tails yoî lose,» tiat we may
presinie no enineer will be so foolish as to enter the gamne.

THE question as to who shall fill the position of City Clerk of
Montrel, has not at the tine of going to press been absolutely
decided, but there i very little doubt that Mr. L O. David will
be Mr. Glackmeyer's successor. He was nominated by the Fi-
nance Comiîittee, and in ail probability the matter will be de-
cided at rite mesI lieetin of hlie Cotncil. Mr. L. O. David is by
un mens atn tnknown main. He bas been a prominent figure
berore tie Montreal public for imany years,having occupied plat-
form afler plaefori in the inteliests of lire French-Canadiian ece.
tment or the population of tle Dominion. le has not ieretofore
occupied any civic position. but his recommendation by the Fi-
nance Committee agrs well for his success in a post of uch
importance as that nf City Clerk of Montrea.


