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A NEW THEORY 0F THE CAUSE 0F ENTEROSTASIS

Ilntestinal stasis lias lîeeii n. adi hefore the niiedical profession

mui< the 1)11, 1>1 1 iliig iceeeit . cars, awiiig largely to the vcry, active

p1ioJ)aýgatiaui of his view~.s li Sir Airl)iitlmiot Lanie anid lis follow'crs.
Both iii1il <Ha 1rtai a ini this conuitry, however, a large num-

ber of iliedjeai praetitioliers biave t1isýjeuited froin Laie 's theory of

tHie cauise of jittNtji)Il stasis, somue partily and otbers wliolly, and

t1W qulestion lias beenii dfe onc for veliemift ijeiissiofl. A inew

\'iewV of ulitestinlu stasis lbas beeiî latély put forward by Dr. Arthur

Keitlî, ('ouservator of the MIIîseîîîuuI of the Royal College of Sur-

geonis, Eîîýiglaîîd(, wlio took as bis sil)jCct for the Cavendish lecture

whichi lie delivered tis Year a new- tlîeory of the causation of what

lie terins en terostasis ( W< sI [,)loio .11edical IJotriaal, July, 1915).

lu tliis lectuire Keithlit-isi, poiiited oit the extent to which our

kniowlcdge of the livinig luuuuîiai body lîad been revolutionized by

the discovery aiud application of the Roentgen rays. lHe found

that ai) accounit puiblislued foi yeairs ago by L. R. Müller on the

inervationu of tut' Ioxý-el states definitely« tbat the unyenterie plexus

differs fronu a truce ulerve llXis ouin structure and in stainiflg

reaction. He tll(re(foi'C adopte] thue working hypothesis that the

mIyiiterje lilextis represcuris a iiodal and eonducting systera. Hie

says tluat, if lue is riglît iii presuuillg tluat the miyenterle plexus

represents iii the initestine a systenu wbich corresponds to the nodal

and conduciltîng systeun, of tue heart, then it is also to be expected

that both systeiiis sîjotilî lie îlevelopetl ini a correspondiuig mniler.

The other parts of the alicuettary canal wluere peristaltie move-

Inents are knowuu to arise were exaiimied earefully witliout resuits,

and then the varioins spliiucterie regions of the alimentarY tract

we' exaluiieiv amin the ('ollel isioii %vas reaclied that thiere wmas sueh

a nlodal ceuitet, at the gasti-oesoiibageal juncitiofl of the inaininalian

stoniach.

Whcni Keithi's searcli for a nuodal systeun along the alimieftarY

canal lua(l reaclued ant eincotragiiig stage hie visited Dr. W. B. Can-

11011 iii buis laboratory at HlarvardI lTniversiY, who told hirn thàt

,Alvarez hadt lately tliscoverc(l that the commencemnft of the sec-

011(1 part of tlîe duodcuimi douninated the rhyvthm for the whole


