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NED BRACE.
CHARACTER OF A DROLL GEORGIAN.

[We trespass somewbat on our columns this
week to insert the following siory, and we here-
by caation the reader not to passit by on ac-
count of its Jength, as it abounds with the most
exquieite humor, 20d will repay perusal.]— Char-
leston (S. C.) Gazette.

There are some yet living, who knew the maa
whose character I am about to delineate. I do
pot feel at Liberty as'yet to give'the name of the
person n question, and, therefore, he shall be
demgnated lor the precent, by the appellation of
Ned Brace.

This man seemed to iive only to amuse him-
gelf with his fellow-beings, and be possessed the
rare faculty of deriviog some gratification of his
favorite propenstty, from almost every person
“wilh whom be met, po matter what s temper,
standing or dispositien. OF course he had op-
portunities epough of exercising his uncommon
gift, and he rarely suffered an opportunity to pass
unimprovert. ‘The beau in the pretence of his
mistress, the fop, the pedant, tiie purze-proud,
the over-fastidious and the sensitive, were Ned’s
favorite game. These rever passed him unin—
jured ; and against such, be directed s severest
shaits, Witk these he commonly amused him-
seif, by exciting in them every variety of emo-
tiop, under circumstances peculiariy ridiculous,
He was adwmirably fitted to 'his vecation, He
could assume any characier whieh his humor re-
quired bim to personate, and sustain it to per-
fection. His koowledge of the character of
others seemed to be intuitive.

A three dayp’s visit, whieh T once made with
hrm to Savanaah, placed him 1a a greater variety
of scenes, and among a greater diversity of char-
acters, than perbaps any other period of lus life,
embracing no longer time ; und therefore, T will
choose this for my purpose. :

Ve reached Savannab, just at mght fall, of a
cold December’s evenmg. As we approached
the tavern of Mr. Blank, at which we desigoed
to stop, Ned proposed to me that we should drop
out acquaintasce, uatil ke should choose to re.
sew . To this proposition I most cordially
assented, for I koew, that so doing, ] should be
saved some wortifications, and avoid 2 thousand
questions, which I would not kaosw how to an-
swer, Accordiog to this understanding, Ned
lingered behind, 10 order that I mnight reach the
tavern alone..

Og alighting at the -public house I was led
wto a large dining-room, at the entrance of
which, to the right, stood the bar, opening into
the diping-room. On the left, and rather to the
centre ¢f Lhe room, was a fire-place, surrounded
by gentlemen. Upon entering the room, my
name was demanded at the bar: it was given,
and T took my seat in the circle around the fire.
I had been seated just loog enough for the com-
pany to survey me to thewr satisfaction, and re-
sume their cooversation, when Ned’s heavy
footstep at the dnorhturued the eyes of the com-

to the approaching stranger. -

PaEyYuour nam}:apsw, if y%m plea%e?' gaid the rest-
less litiie bar-keeper, as he entered. )

- Ned stared at the question with anparent aiarm
—cast a fearfol glance at the company—frowned
and shook bis bead 10 caution to the bar keeper
—looked confused for a momeni—then as if
suddenly recollecting himself, jerked 2 piece of
paper out of lis pocket—turned from the com-
pany—wrote on 1t with his_pencil—handed it tc
the bar-keeper—walked to the left of the fire-
place, and took the most conspicuous seai in the
circle. He looked at oo one, spoke to no one;
but fixiwg his eyes on the fire, lapsed into a pro-
found reverie. =~ - 7 -

The conversatian, which had been prelty gen-
eral before, stopped as short, as if every man in
the room had been shot dead. -Livery eye was
ficed on Ned, and every variety of expression
was fo be seen on the countenances of the per-
sons present.
l{eepsr whispered to him and looked at Ned.
The lagdlord looked at bim too with astonishment
and-alarm—the bar-keeper produced a piece of
paper, and botb of them examued it,as if search-,
ing for a figmite with the naked eye. They rose
‘from the examination’ unsaticfied; and looked at
Ned again. Those of the company. who recov-
ered first from their.astomishmeat, tried to revive,
the conversation ; but the effort was awkward,

‘met with -no support,. and -failed.. The. bgr-
keeper, for the:first time in his hfe, became-dig-
.mfied and solemo; and left the bar ‘to. cafe for
itself. Thé landlord bad a world of fodlish ques-
tiogs to ask the gentlemen diréctly opposite (0
‘Ned, for which purpose he passed round to thero
every {wo minutes, aad the answer. lo non¢ did
be bear. ~ - s nol
" TMhree or four boarders coming }n,-'who"were
‘unapprised of - swhat had bappened; at- length re-
‘vived the conversation; ot bowever uutil they
had created some he
‘frignds,the cabse.of,.iheir sober Jooks.. ,As sson:
ras theiconversation begag to. became easy 2od:
natura),"Ned rose; and walked ont into the entry.

The landlord came io-~the bar-|

‘confusion by;€nquiriog, of thets,

With the first movement, all were as hushed as
death ; but when he had cleared the door, an-
other Babel scene ensued. Some enquired
others suspected, and all wondered. Some were
engaged jn tellog the strangers what bad hap.
pened, others were making toward the bar, and
all were becomrng clamorous, when Ned returned
and took his seat. Iis re-entry was aggfatal
to conversalion, as was the first movem®nt of
his exit ; -but soon recovered from the shock—
with the dilference, however, that these who Zed
befure, were now mute, and wholly absorbed in
the contemplation of Ned’s person.

After retamniog his seat for about ten minutes,
Ned rose again, enquired the way to the stable,
and leflt the bovse. As soon as he passed the
outer door, the bar-keeper bastened to the com-
pany with Ned’s paper in his hand., ¢ Gentle-
men,” said be, ¢can any of you tell me what
pame this 157  All rushed to the paper in an
instant—one or two pair of heads met over it
wifh considerable force. After pondering over
1t to their heart’s content, they all agreed that
the first letter was an *E’ and the second a ¢ B’
or ae * R, and the d—! himself could not make
out the balance. 'While they were thus engaged,
to the astomishment of every body, Ned nter-
rupted their d-hberations with ¢ gentlemen, if
you have saticfied yourselves with that paper,
Pl thank you fur it.” It s easy ta mmagine, but
impossible to describe the looks and acticas of
the company, under thewr surprise and mortifica-
tion. They dropped off and lett (he bar-keeper
to his aporopriate duty, of handing the paper to
Ned, He reacked it forth, but Ned moved not
a hand to receive it, for abont the space of three
seconds ; during wiich time he kept bis eyes
fixed on the arch offender in awfully solern re-
buke. He then took 1t gravely and put it in his

ague upon him. From this moment ke became
Ned’s most obsequious and willing slave.

Supper was aonounced ; Mrs, Blank, the land-
lady, took the head of the table, and Ned seated
himseif next to her, Her looks denoted some
alarm at finding lun so mear her; acd plainly
showed, that be had been fully described to her
by her husbend, or some one else.

¢ Will you take tea or coffee, sir 1 said she.

¢ Why madam,’ said Ned, in a tone as cour-
teous as Chesterfield himself could have used, ¢ [
am really ashamed to acknowledge and expose
my very siagular appetite ; but babitual indul-
gence of it, has made 1t necessary to my comfort,”
if not to my health, that I should still faver 1t
when I can. If you will pardon me, I will take
both at the same time.”

This respectful reply, (whiek by the way, she
alone was permitted to hesr,) bad its natural ef-
fect. Tt won for hum her vnqualified indulgence,
raised doubts whether he could be the suspicious
character which bad been cescribed to Ler, and
begat in her a desire to cultivate a further
acquaintance with him. She banded to him
the two cups, and accompanied them with
some remarks drawa from ber own cbservation
in the line of her business, calculated to recoa-
cile him to his whimsical appetite ; but she could
extract nothing from Ned but monosyllables, and
sometimes not even that much. Consequently,
the good lady began very soon.to relapse into
her former feelngs, .

Ned placed a eup on either side of m, and
commenced stirrnog both at the same time very
deliberately. This done, he sipped a htile tea,
aod asked Mrs. B. for a drop more milk in 1t, —
Then he tasted his tea again and requested a
small lump more of sugar in 1t—lastly he tasted
his coffee, and destred & few drops more mik
that. It was easy to discover, that before he

‘got suited the landlady had solemnly reselved,

never to offer any mare encouragemenis to such
an appetite. She waxed exceedingly petulant,
and baving'nothicg else to scold, she scolded the
servants of course. :
Waffles were banded to Ned, aad be took
one ; batter-cakes were banded, and he took
ove ; and so.on of mulffias, rolls, and cora-bread,
Having laid in these provisions, he turned intd
his plate, upon his waflle and batter-cake, soma
of the crumbs ot the seyeral kiods of -bread
which he bad taken, different proportions, and
commenced marchiog all together with ins koile.
‘During this oderation the landiady frowned and
‘pouted—the servants giggled—and the boarders
were variously effected. o _
" Haviog reduced this mess to the_ consistency
of a hard poultice, be packed 1t ali up to the side
of his- plate- in the ‘form of. a. terrapin, and

| smoothed it all over nicely ‘with lus knife. Nearly

opposite ‘to Ned, but a’little below’ Lim sat a
.waspish.ittle gentleman, . who had been watchiog
him with- 1ncreasing -torments, from - the first to
the' last movement of Ned’s knife. ~His tortures’
were ' viéibte ‘to blinder  éyes "thin Ned’s,and
doubtless bad been seén by him jn hewr earliest:

neighbor, when-Ned beckoned a 'servantito-him,

/£

pocket, and left the bar-keeper, with a shaking |

: gentleman, occupied: 8, seat |
garest:to.a dish, of .steak, and was in the act of
mutteriog somethiog-about - ¢ brutes’ to bisnext,

and requested him ©ack that gentlleman for a
small bit of steak.’ The servant obeyed, and
planting Ned’s plate directly between the gen-
tleman’s and the steak dish, delsvered his mes-
sage. 'The tasty gentleman turced his head,and
the first thing he saw was Ned’s party-colored
terrapin, right vcoder hus nose. He started osf
he had been struck by a smapping-turtle—red-
dened—looked at Ned, (who appeared as ino-
cent as a lamb)—loaoked at the servant, (who
appeared as inoocent as Ned) and fell to work
on the stealt, as if be were amputating all Ned’s
limbs at once. ‘

Ned now commenced bis repast. He ate lus
meat and breads in the usual way ; but ke drank
his liquids in all ways. First a sip of tea, then
of coffee ; then two of the first and one the last ;
then three of the {ast and one of the first, and <o
on.

His steak was soon consumed, and his plate a
second time retuined to .the mettlesome gentle—
man * for another very small bit of steak.” The
plate paid its second visit, precisely as it had its
first ; and as soon as the fiery gentleman saw the
hali-demolished terrapia again under lis nose, he

seized a fork. and drove into the largest clice of |-

steak in the dish, dasbed 1t into Ned’s plate, rose
from the table and left the room, cursing Ned
from the very inmost chamber of lus soul, Every
person at the table, except Ned, laughed out-
right at the little man’s fury ; but Ned did not
eren smue—nay, he looked for all- the worid, us
il he thought the faugh was at him.
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the less Iike 20y body else m the world be is,
the better will she like bim.

¢ 'Well T assure vou,” said Mrs. B., ¢ T never
had my feelings so deeply terested in o siranger
in my life. 1’d give the world to know his his.
tory.

¢ Why then,’” rejoined (he landlord; ¢ T sup-
pose he has been quzzing us all this time.

¢ No,” said she, * be is incapable of quzzng.
All tbat you have seen of him 15 unaflecied, and
perfectly natural to hun.? ,

* Then really,? continued the husband, ¢ he is a
very mteresting object, and I congratulate you
upon gatting so early into his confidence ; but as
I am oot quite as much eaptivated with lus ua-
aflected graces as you seem to be, I shall take
the liberty, in churity to the rest of my boarders,
of re’queslmg him to-morrow, to seek other lodg-
ings.

¢ Ob, exclaimed Mrs. B. w the goodoess of
ber heart, and with a countenance evincive of
the deepest feeling, I would naot have you do
such a thing for the world. He’s only going to
stay a few days.’

¢ How do you know ?

¢ He told me so, and do let’s bear with him
that short time.  IHe sha’nt trouble you or the

{ boarders any more,

¢ Why Sarsh,’ said (he landlord, ¢ I do believe
you are out of your senses !’

“Gone case !’ sl one boarder. ¢ Terrible
affair I” said another. ¢ Betwitching Juile fel-

The boarders, one aiter another, retred, until | 10%, said a third. * Come, Mrs. Blank, tell us

Ned ard the landlady were left aloge at the 1able.

¢ Will you bave another cup of lea or coffee,
sir P’ sawd she, by the way of coavioeingz bim that
he ought 1o retire, seewng that be had finished his
supper.

¢ No, I tbank you madam,’ returoed Ned,

¢ Will you have a glass of milk ard a cap of
tea or coffee ; or all three together 7

*No ma’am; said Ned. ‘Iam not thod
madam,’ continved he, to tbe eflects which my
unfortunate eccenlricities have produced upoo
yourself aod your compeny ; nor bave I wt-
nessed them without those feelings which they
are well caleulated to inspire it @ man of ordi-
aary sensibilies, I am aware, too, that I pro.
long and aggravate your uneasivess, by detaining
you beyond the honr which demands your pre-
sence at the table ; but T could not permit you
to.retire, without agan bespeakiog your indul-
gence of the strange, uonatural appetite, which
has just caused you so much astomishment and
mortification. The story of its beginamg might
be interesting, certainly would be structing, to
you if you are 2 mother; but [ am indisposed at
tis time to obirude 1t upon your patience, and 1
preseme you are sl less disposed (o hear it.—
My principal object, howerer, :m claiming your
attention for a moment ai this time, is to ascure
you, that oul of respect to your feelings, I will
surrender the enjoyment of my meals for the few
days that I remawn in Savannah, and conform to
the customs of your table. The sudden change
of my habits will expose me to some inconve-
nience, and may perbaps affect my health ; but T
willingly mcur these bazards, rather than to re-
new your mertification or to mpose upon your
family the trouble of giving me my meals at my
room.’ ‘

The good lady, whose bitter feelings had
given place to the kinder emotions of pity acd
berevolence, before Ned had half concluded bis
apology, (for 1t was delivered in. a tone of the
most melting eloquence,) caught at this last bint,
and insisted upon sendwg, his meals to bis room.

‘Ned reluctantly consented, after extortng a

pledge from her, that she would assume the re-
sponsibilitres of the trouble that he was about to
to give the family. :

¢ As to your boarders, madam,’ said Ned, in
conclusion, ¢ 1 bave no apology to make to them.
I grant them the privilegs of .eating what they
please, and how they please ; aud so far as they
are concerned I shall exercise the same privi-
leges, reckless of their feehags or opinions'; and
{ shall take it as a swgular faver if you will say
nothing to them or any one. else, which may lead
thew to the discovery, that I.am acquainted with
my own peculiarities.’ .

The "good lady promised obedience to his

‘wishes, and Ned, requestung to be conducted to

the room, rétired. - .

A group of geatlemen at the fire-place had
sent many sigoificant ¢ hems’ and smles, to Mrs,
Blaok, during her zete a-tete with Ned-; and as
she approached tbem,.on ber way out of the
room, they hegan to.taunt her playfully, upon
the impresston which she seemed to: bave made
upon the remarkable: stranger. o :
~ ¢ Really,” said one, ¢ T thought the impression.
was ob (be olberside. ., n
7 ¢ Andan truth, so 1t was,’ said Meso B, At

| this moment her bushad stepped.in. . ¢

> 6Pl tell you what itis; Mr. ‘Blenx,’ osand ;;onfe_‘
‘of ‘the ‘company, ¢ you’d better.keepa sharp look-

out on.that stranger ; our, la'p_ﬁ!ad y "is wonder

fully taken with:-bim/’

-Squeezelfanter, from. Pars.” . ...

all he smid to you? We young men wish to
know how 1o please the ladies, so that we may
get wives easily, 1'm determines the next
party I go to, to make a soup of every thing on’
the waiters, and eat all at once. [ shall then
beceme rresistible 1o the ladies.’

¢ Get along with your nonsense, said Mrs. B.
smiling as sbe left the room. ‘ :

At eight o’clock, [ retired to my room, whic
happened (probably from the circumstance of
our reaching the hotel within a few minutes of
each other,) to be adjemning Ned's. I had ns
sooaer entered my room, than Ned [ollowed me,
where we interchanged the particulars which
make up the foregoing story. He now expended
freely the laughter which he bad been collecting
during the eveming, [f= stated that his fast -
terview with Mrs, Blank, was the result of ne-
cessity—That he fousd be hkad committed him-
self in makiog up and disposing of lus odd supper ;
for that he should have to eat in the same way,
during his whole slay in Savanpah, unless he
could manage to get s meals io private ; and
though he was willing to do penance for one
meal, in order to purchase the amusemeatl which
bie had enjoyed, he bad no idea of tormenting
himself three or four days for the same purpose.
¢ To tell you the honest truth,’ said be, ¢ nothing
but an appetite whetted by fastiog and travel-
ling, could have borse me through the table
scepe. As it was, my stomach several tumes
threatened to expose my (ricks to the whole
company, by dowaright open rebellion, T feel
that I must make it some atonement for the
liberty I have taken with it ; and therefore, pro-
puse Lhat we go out and get an oysler supper
before we relire lo rest.’ I assented; we set
out gowg separately, uatil we reached the street.

‘We were receivsd by the oyster-vender, 1n a
small shop, which fronted upon the street, and
were conducted through it to a back door, and
thence, by a flight of steps, to 2 convenent room,
on a second floor of an adjomning buildieg. We
had been sealed about three minutes, when we
heard fuotsteps on the stairs, and distinctly
caught tins senteoce from the ascending stranger :

. Aha, Monsieur Middletong ! you say you hab-

de bes oystar in the cittee? Well, me shall
soon see. , '
The senteuce was ‘hardly utlered, before the
door opeoed, and n stept a gay, smerky little
Frenchman. He mode us a low bow, and as
soon as he rose from his obeisance, Ned rushed
to him in trapsports of joj —seized lim by the
hand, and sheking it with {riéndship’s warmest
grasp, exciaimed, ®Iow do you.do my -old
{riend—1I had ro dea of meeting you here—how'
do you do Mr. Squeezelfanter? how bave you
been this long time 2~
. ¢ Sair,’ said the Frenchman, ¢ me tank you ver
wuch to lub. me so hard; but you mistake de
gentleman—my name is not .de Sgueezelfanter.
- ¢ Come, come John," .continued Ned, ¢quit
sour old tricks before strangers. Mr, Hall, let
me introduce you to my particular’ fricad, Jobn.
s Perhaps, sir,’ said I—not knowing well what
to say,'or how to act in such-an emergency —
¢ perhaps you bave mistaken the geilléman.”.
¢ Begar, sair,’; said Monsieur,; * he " js"mistake.
ebery ting at-once, . My name i& not Zhaus,
me play po: ¢reek, me..1s . oot zthe gemilmong'
fren’, me did pol come from paree, but from

‘Bordédux-—and me"did not'suppose dare was one

- ¢ T'll be hound, sa;d Mre. B, ¢for my»wife;

thief,”

:men in‘sll Fradce, dt ‘was *name- de: Squeezel-”
faupter’”™ T ere Tl

’vgb’ﬁzjt'-jq@lpmitx.‘_”"Iih&‘ she

¢ 1€ 1 am mistaken,” said Ne
your pardon ; but really, you look so much Bfte
my old friend Jack, and talk so much hke bumg,
that T would bave sworn you were he.*

¢ Vell sair,’ said Monsieur, looking at- Nedzs
though he'might be an acquaintance after ap—
¢ veli sair, dis time you tell my right—my nume
is Jacques— Jacques Sancric. '

d, ¢ I humbly i |

¢ Bhere,’ proceeded Ned,? 1 knew 1t was fie—
possible I could be mistaken—your whole famdy

settled on Sandy Creek~I knew your fathes
and mother, you sister Patsy and Dilsy, your
brothier Tchabod, your aunt Bridget, your. >

¢ Mon Dieu,. mon Dien I’ exclaimed she -

Frenchinan, no longer able to eoatam e sur—~

prise: ¢ dat is von Mericane familee. Dare vas
oot one French familee bab all dat name swmoe:
dis vorl’ vas make,’ , L

¢ Now look at me, roed Jack,’ said Ned, ¢ am¥
see 1f you don’t recollect your old friend Obadsaty
Snoddleburg, who used to play with you.when » -
boy, in Sandy Creek.’

* Vell, Mousieur Snodborg, me look at youw
ver’ well ; and begar me neber see you is @z
creek, nor out de creek—"T's ver’ surprise, yom
not know one name, from cne creek.’

* Oy very well sir, very well, I forgot wheze:
I was—1 understand you now perfecily. Yom
are not the first gentleman I have met with o
Savannab, who knew me well in the country ot
forgot me in town. [ ask your pardon sir,.2nd
hope you'll excuse ine.’ -

¢ Me is ver’ will to know you 7010, sair ;. B
begar me wall nat tell you one lie, to know yoms
Lwenly-five or thirly years agoe) o

* 1t makes no difierence «ir,” s2id Ned, lookmyr
thoughtful and chagrined. ¢ I beg leave, how—
ever, before we close our acquartntance, to coz—
rect one mistake which T made— [ said you weve:
from Paris—I belicve on reflection, I was wreng: |
~~1 think your sister Dilsy told me you 1were
from Bordeaux.” - e,

‘ Fautre, de sist, Dils /—Here Mopsienr Midh-
dletong! My oystar ready £’ -

¢ Yes sir.’ '

¢ Vel, if my oystar ready, you give dem to-mmp
fren’ Mons. Snodborg ; and ask bim be vo goosd)
to carvy dem to my siet’ Dils, and my brodder
Icliabod on Suud Creek.”  So saying he vanishadd
hke lightning.

The next warning at ‘breakfast, { oecupied)
Ned’s seat.  Mrs. Blank bad no sconer (skem
hier place, than she ordered a servant to bemg

her a waiter ; upon which she placed a cup of

tea and another of cullee—then ordering three
plates, she placed them on it; sent one servani:
for one kind of bread, and another for amotbers,
and so on through all the varieties that were ox
the table, from which she made selectiogs. fox
plate No. 1. In the same way did she colfech
meats for plate No. 2—No. 3 she left blank,—
She bad pearly completed her operations, vsbemo |
ber husband came to know why every servani
was engaged, and no gentlemen helped to mey—
thing, when the oddly-furpished watter met his

eye, and fully explamed the wonder.

- ¢In God’ name, Sarah,’ said he, * whony
you mixing up those messes for?’

¢ For that strange gentleman we were speakinp
of last night,” was (he reply. L
. © Why doesp’t be come to the fable ?® .

¢ He was very anxious to come, but D word®
not let m.’ :

¢ You weuld 2ot et him! Whay not #°

* Because I dul not wish to see a man of B
delicate sensibilities ridiculed and insulted at my
table.’ : - C
¢ Delicate devilabilities ! Then why drd%es
you send a servant to collect his mixtures 2

* Because I prelerred domng it. myself, tw
troubling the boarders. I knoew that wherevesn
bis plates- went, the gentlemen would bz
making merry over them, and I could’nt béax ten -
seet.) L
. The lazdlord looked at-her for a moment, withn
commingled astonishment, doubt, and alarm 3
and then upon the breath of a deep drawa sigh,,
proceeded— .- T ‘

¢ Well,-d——n tie man / .. He bas'nt beew sm
the house two hours, except when ‘he:was aslesp .
and be bas'iosulted one half my boavders, made::

are,

fools" of the other half, turded the bead of 'mp .

bar-keeper,.crazed all my servants, and run myy

wife sterk, staring, raving. mad-——A mas who ts;" "

[
1t

a perfect clown in his mansers, and"who, | bave

*"Much occurred between, the. landiozd avd bim
lady 1n relation toNed, which we must of:neces~.
sity omit. - Suffice it to say; that her assiduitiess

often repeated _desires to - become :betier rae~.

.:|.guainted ‘with bim, conspiring: with. one or'twen
: 1 short'interviews: which her husband®saw betwéem |
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.ber and Ned, (snd which ‘consieted .of; nSthing-

miof e than expréssiolis of . regret.
the trouble he-was giving the

ances on. bers, that.it;was
-gan to:bring" upon™

>y

th

0.2 biggpart; aw
family, and;assgr- -
0 [trouble:at:all) e !

1o doubt, will 1n the end, prove to_be a horse- -

'{'to Ned, lier unexplained sympathies for him, ber - -




