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A New Yorx despatch says that ('Donovan
Hosss has suspended the publication of the
United Irishman. It is said that at the
salicitation of hia friends he has promised not
t> issue the psper until he aees the outcome
of Gladstope’s promises to Parnell. There
will be fuo if the promises of Howe Rule are

not fulfilled.

OuR est:emed contemporary The Colonist,
ot St. John's, Newloundland, says:—*‘The
pettiest official correspondence on record is
the letters of members of Sir Joln Mac-
donald’a Cabinet refusing to take the Mon-
treal TRUE WITNESS, or DAILY PosT, because
that able and independent journal deems it
proper to criticizs the actions of the ministry.
. Notwithatanding the withdrawal of the sub-
acriptions of Mesers. Bowell, Foster, and
others, our contemporary wiil live ond
ilourish long after they will have been zon-
signed “to tha ¢cold sbades of opposition,’ or
wome place even worse.”

Tur Ottawa correspondent of the Globe
writee that Senmator ('Donohoc intends
Lringing the question of his appointment
10 and subrequent exclusion from the Do-
:winion Cabinet formally beiore the Senate.
i{v says that Sir John Macdonald’s statement
:hias he declined a portfolio on finding that
1:c was likely to be u source of weakness
1~ the Conservative party, is utterly without
+-ndation, Mr. O’'Donchoe will move for
. :rospondarm-'- rolating ¢~ &b- wiablol, auu
he public his version of the reasons why
- aat taken into the Cabiuet,

ARCHBISHOP TACHL o TwTTER.

- His GRACE Arcupisnop TACHE hag wWnivven
to Mr, J. J. Curran, member for Montreal
Centre, accepting his explanations regarding
what the latter had said in his spocch about
the Archbishop not attending Riel's trial 10
sive evidence on behalf of the prisoner. His
Grace has sddressed the following letter to
the member for Montreal Centre : —

MoxTrEAL, March 17.
Desr Mg, Currax,—1 should regret very
much that the incident of Monday laat should
cause you annoyance. No doubt it pained
me when I heard the application you made of
my refussl to go to Legina, but after the
explanation you have given me, I am con-
vinced you hind no intontion to esy anythiog
whatsoever that might be disagreeable fo me.
I have no hesitation in affirming that I am,
satisfied with your explanation, and Tauthor-
ize you to say so to whom you please.
1 remain, with consideration,
Your very devoted servaat,
ALEX ANT. DF ST. B(FNHB\CE.

T —

THE CABINET SECRET.

Tie public have been patiently waiting
for explanations from Secator O'Donahoe
regarding the °¢ Cabinet Secret.” SirdJohn
has made a partial statement on the question
admitting the truth ofe our expecsures,
but throwing the responeibility of the
failure to carry out the arrange-
ment on the shoulders of Mr, O'Don-
ohoe whom he characterized as **a wenkness
to the Ministry.” Sir John also declared that
Mr, O'Donohoe csdmitted being 3 weakness
and not wishing to embarase the Government,
did not press the Premier to stand by his
promises to the Bishopa. If Mr. O'Donohoe
prolongs his silence wminch further the public
will be led to belicve that he was a party to
the frand and is equally guilty with Sir John,
It is now the duty ot Senator O’Donohoe to
meke his stetement of the case. Any failure
to do so will justify the comalusion that his
share in the perpetration of the fraud on the
Bishops and the Irish people of the Dominion
was ag great as that of Rir John himsslf,

' | e e ]

ANOTHER IRISH ORGAN,

THae Irish pecple in Newfoundland have
suflered much in the past from the want of
an organ. Nearly all the preas have been ag,
the service of their enemies, We are pleazed
to learn that the battle in the newapaper
arese ia not to continue to be one-zided.
We have received the first copies of 7'he Colo_
nist, the title of a new daily paper published
at St Johns in tae lrieh Catholic interest.
The paper will offer strong opposition to the
present Orange administration a$ the head of
flairs. It anmounces its opposition to the
bigotry which has been zo lamentsbly moni-
fested at times on the island.  The Colonist
opposes the - present ‘.1ocal = administration

Lovet

beoause its constitation will canse -prejudice

| and bigotry to trickle-through the every valn
{ of the body politic, ! ** Inatead of seouring con-

fidence, it createa distrust ; instead of promo-
ting peace it conntenances ill will” In view
of recent lamentable events which have taken
place in Newfoundland, it cannot be denled
thet any paper which comes into the public
arena with the ‘avowed -intention of wipiig
away the differences that exist, must be a
publio boon, We hope thet the Colonist will
carry ont its good .intentions 30 a successful
termination and prove an antidote .to the

so saturated, We wish ouwr cotifrégef every
success and pro_uperhy. . e

NEW JERSEY TO IRELAND.
_ AxotHEr-American Legislature has placed:
itaelf ‘on record in favor of Home Rule for
Tréland. The moral iufluence which public
opitien in  America. exercises. in political
circles in Grost Britsin will: be powerful for

the | good. ' On St. Patrick’s Day the State Legia-

tare of New Jersey, adopted the" following
preamhle and rcsclution which epesk fox
themselves :— - A -
Whereas, On thisday Charles Stewart Par-
nell, a grandson of adistinguished Jerseymam
issues his ultimathm to the British Govern-
ment, -demcndiog Home Rule tor Ireland ;
and .
IWhereas, in the dark days of the Revoin,
tion and Rebellion Irishmen‘were ever resdy
to Iay down their lives that this Republio
might live apd that this Union of States
might be cemented and perpetusted ; and
Whercas, I. in eminently fit and proper
that we should express our approval of the
gallsnt struggle which a warm-hearted people
are making in a great cause; theiefore,
be it
Resolred, That this House extenda to Par.
noll and his co-laborers its earnest sympathy
and best wishes for their sucoess in the great
contest for local self-government,

=S —————
THE COERCIONIST A HOME-RULER,

EARL SPEXCER, from being the most cruel
coercionist, and the tmost detested Lord
Lieuteaunt that ever ruled with & high hand
in Dublin Castle, has, accordipg to Justin
McCarthy, M.P., who ought to know, become
the strongest ally ¢f Mr. (ladstone in hir
Homs Rule scheme.

Mr. McCartby holds that thero ia notbing
illogical or inconsistent abovt Lord Spencer's
pesition, for in aubstance it ia thia: **“Lhere
ia no alternative to home rule bu$ coercion.
They have tried coercion to the utmoes, with
all the resources of the State to back it, and
have found it « miserable failure. There ie
nothing left, therefore, but home rule.”
This is a clear, forcible and succinct state-
ment of the whole case, The time for
coercive measures hds gone by, and nothing
would be more foolish or wmore dangerous
than to re-enact them. As the New York
Herald very pointedly remarks, the
irelapd which hus waked up during the

Inst twelve montha would under the pressure
wt o —eewminl BOU  wuulMag  WWELLIve o,

be stung to uncontrollable madness. “A
civil war,” says our contemporary, ¢ would
be inaugurated, which England might find it
hard to handle. No nation on the globe Lns
recently undercone such rapid changes as
Irtlagd, The ambition of the people has
been rousedl. It is too late now to rule them
with bayonets,”

THE RADICAL KRAT.

Joo Chamberlain, who has stood for zo
many years before Great Britain as the
findical of modern times and the champion of
democratic institutions and popular liberties
for the whole English people, has thrown
off the mask. While trying to moke
his way up in parliamentary life,
Mr. Chamberlain pretended warm friend-
ship for the Irish couse and especially for
its representatives on the floor of Patliament;
but time has proved that his smiles and cares.
ses were but a cloak to a heartless treachery
which he hwna just consummated by
ratting from the Cabinet becanse DIr.
Gludetone inslala on intraducieg land
end logislative reforms for Irelapd
It remains to be seen whether Chamberlain
will succeed in thwarting the designs of the
Premier. The populer sentiment ia England
appears to bo against the unmasked Radicnl.
The Liberal newspapers remind their readers
that it is not to M Chamberlain but to Mr.
Gladstone that the party and the country
lock for n mettloment of the Home Rule
question. '
The Pall Mall Gazetle hit home when it
dismissed the subject of the Ministerial resig-
nationa with the remark thut Mr. Chamber-
Iain and Mr. Trevelyan are out, making room
for betyer men.

S ——

THE SALARIED PRESS,

Tur Hon, Edward Blake is the recipient of
much violent abuse from the salaried organs
and other purchnsed sheets of the Goverment
becauss he had the courage of his conviotions,
and gave an hcnesy, intelligent and fearless
vote on the Landry motion. One of these
sheets, in thia town, rebuked the hon.

* Ulender of the opposition for not having seen

the main point, and now implorea him

to depose himself from the leadership.

Truly a little government pap is capable of

wonderful sffects ; it not only makes politi-

cians and ward wire-pullers act treacherously

and dishonestly towards the electoral body,

it makes journelistz and. public writera,
utterly regardless of the: publie intelli-
gence, of commecn decency- and truth,

As an illustration’ of what we advance

wo havo but fo quote the leading orticle of

the Quebeo Chronicle on Mr. Blake, See if
it ia nat as disgusting es it is conteinptible.

The Chronicle writes ;—

. % pMr, Blake voted as if he were ashamed

of his conduot, and knowing as we do the
-charsacter snd prxnoiples of the map, we may

Orange power, with whicn Newfodndland is

- eaaas s
concede that -be- fel ciushed- in: Ris
i?a%?%or bhaving comimitted an adt which his
consoience condemned; and against whichhis

: d; "When the result
better judgment rebelle e tified,

was known, he crept away alone i
injured in his pride and deeply chagrined.
It waa then:that he must have- felt_ how: ter-
ribly deceived he and some of his t:nendl had
been. .At::one blow the splendid prestige
which had taken him years to win in Ontario,
was loss, while the gain that he had mud'? in
Quebeéc wax infinitesimal and immaterial” --

That is the kiod of lucubrations which come

from the.pens of men who are under the in-

Y Auence of the thirty pieces: of. silver, taken

from the pablic tressury; lmagine Edward
Blake ashamed of his vote aud _c:re'eping home
aloog the highwaya of the capital sfraid to be

and venal sheets to write about ita oppovents,

FREEDOM OF SPEECH.. .
Mr. Chariton, M.P., does ol like long
apeeches in Parliament, and has given notice

prepared essays in the Dominion Parliament,
and snggesting that rules for condnoting de-
bate in the House, in‘substance as follows, be

and the reply to the same, or the speechl of
the member moving a motion or reaolution,
not to exceed two hours, excspt by unani.
mous consent of the House; that all other
members do uot exceed one hour snd a
half, except the acting lenders of tho Gov-
ernment and Opposition, who shull not ex-
cedd two hours ; that after any question bas
been under consideration of the House for
three days speeches upon it be limited to
one hour, except the leaders of the Govern-
ment and the Opposition, who may speak two
hours ; that after a question Las been under
consideration of the House for five days, the
House may, by a three-fourths vote, restriot
speeches to not less than fifteen minutes each,
exoopt the leadera of the Government and
the Opposition, These restrictions as to time
to apply alao when the House ia in committes
and to be suspended at any time on motion
and with the upapimous consent of the
House,”

This i all very well. Bu: it is like Satan re-
proving Sin, for no one is a worao offender in
the matter of long-winded speeches than Mr.
Charltor himself. There is an element of
danger ia endeavoring to check freedom of
specch unless wilfnlly abused, and in, that
case, the precedent of cloture is on the Parlia
wentary books for centuries. This limitation
might enable some very sharp unconstitutional
and unjust tricke to De performed. The
better remedy would be to limit tho space in
the ffansard, that terrible fomeuter of un-
spoken anl useless ‘¢ speeches,” and appeal
to the good sense of the members

to refrain from following the example uf the
‘North Carolina member of Congress, who
used so tu address his orations to his country
—Buncombe—that at last he made himself o
a proverb, Let members understand they
are s Parliameat—study the history of that
institution und learn what it is, and the evil
complained of will disappear without caat
iron bunds. -

A
- STIGAN'S ORSATION OF
MR. COSESS RELD e KA

Arren making his complaint to Darliament
and the country tnat Tur PosT had dared to
criticise and assail him for his ministerial
misconduct, and denying that this paper wes
published in the interest of the Irish Catholic
population of the Dominion, the Hon, John
Costigan informed the House that “‘as
to the merits of the NRicl question
he had not changed his opinion from that
which he first entertuined, that the couras
the Government had taken was the only
proper one in the interests of the country.”
Mr, Costigan has formed un opinion upon the
question, which ninety-nine out of a hundred
of his countrymen repudiate with dérisionand
indignation. Ireland, France, Italy,the United
States, and even England, protested against
the opinion held by onr Irish representntive
in the Cabinet. The leading members of the
Irish party in  the  British House
of Commons, and distinguished Eng-
lish members  themselves, spoke in
terms of reproach against the Canadian
Government for having pursued what Mr.
Costigan is pleaged to term, the anly praper
course that could be taken by the Ministers.
We are afraid that Mr. Costigan formed.
his favorable opinion of the Government's
course not 8o much because it was in the
interests of the country as it was in the
intereats of the party and of self. It cannot
be explained otherwise, But what is specially
reprebensible in the attitude of the Hon-
orable Minister on the question, is
his sanction and endorsation of the
barbarous practice of hunging for & politica
offence, Riel’s offeuce, like that of many an
Irish patriot, was purely political. His blow
wag aimed at oppression and injustice, and to
have hanged bim for it was an outrage upon
civilization and = Aiegrace to tho Cauadinn

| nnme. % In vain,” said Archbishop OBrien,

¢ will the sword that twice in three lus.
“ trumg stopped the march of land robbers,
“and secured jor the hali-breeds the
¢ legal recognition of their rights, be cslled
staccursed.” And yet Mr. Costigan would
have us believe that the Government had
achieved a noble and dering deed i ‘sending
to the ecaffold the man who wielded that
sword, It ia fortunate that Her Majesty the
Queen has had no such Privy Councillors as
Mr. Costigan or the  martyrology
of Irish  patriots would be considersbly
sugmented, No ! the opision which our Irish

representative has formed and entortains of
the course of the Canadina Government is

entirely opposed to the national gentiment,
to all considerations of jastice, and to that’
feeling of magnanimity whioch pervades overy
civilized people. Mr, Coatigon, if none of
the other Ministers ‘did, ahould have risen

bove all petty oalculations as to
the expediency - -or - inexpediomcy of
banging Louis  Riel, He ' ahould,

avovesll, have looked the question in the

face from o higher Jovel and gaid :—* Gantle-

)

geen or to loock anybedy in the iace ! Bf:t.
' that is what the Government ' pays its organs

of a resolution condemning S elabaratrely’

adopted : The speech of the Finance Minister’

. when

.Costigan who now condemns them,

.demns

men, to place the rope-sround Riel's-neck in
to strangle freedom ; .ib fn;to . deny the gacred
right.of resistance against oppreasion, Riel
may have been &3 bad as you sy, but he
ropresented and he fought for the eternal
principle of -right and -justice. . Personally
he may have been an unfit and unworthy in-
‘strument to accomplish the end, but he wasthe
chosen one of the Halfbreeds whom we have
neglected and allowed to be oppreased and
unfairly deals with, and in that capacity we
must deal with him, - We must not be guilty
of his blood. 'Or if you decide to put him to
death, then I refuse to be a porty tothe
murder, especially when the exscution of the
prisoner is to satisfy the bloodthirsty sppeals
of the Orange lodges. Every humene senti-
ment, the practice of civilization and justice
forbid us from steeping our bands in his blood.
Hang the prisoner and I leave the (abinet

|at ono>"” That is the stand the Hon. Joha

Costigan should have taken, and these are
the words be should have poured into
the ears-of his Orange Tory colleagues.
On those grounds Mr. Costigan would have
been upheld by “the voice of ‘his country by
the applsuse of the ‘world and by what i8
aweetest of all, theapproval of his conscience.

Tet us pot be told that it is all fudge
to make auch e noise about & mere halfbreed,
No, onr views of justice and fair play are
bronder than that, and we hold that what
is an ipjury to ooe, even to the meanest and
weakeat, should be made the common concern
of all. Tbe wenker the victim of oppression
the more ready should sn Irithman bae to
champion bis cause, and not to fall into line
with the oppressor.

These are the true merits of the question,
and if the Hon. John Costigan had oaly been

guided by them he would not to-day beinsuch
discredit with the people ot whom he is now
the mis-representative, and he would havespar-
ed history from recordiug the lamentable and
disgraceful fact that amopg the men whe
ordered the execution of Louis Riel for the
political offence of fighting for the rights of
his people, thern waa wn Irishmao by the
name of John Costigan.

QUR CABINET REPRESENTATIVE.

Tue Hop. John Costigan gave utterance to
a very strange view when he repudiated the
idea that any public man should consider
himselt as representing a parricular class or
creed. We would ask him: Who does
Mr. Mackenzie Dowell represent but
the Orange Lodges. What is Mr.
Pope in the Cabinet for? All know
it is not on account of his abilitics or elo-
'quence, Hir greatest stretch of toague in &
debate or in the settlement of a public ques-
tion covers but the tive words * There h'ain't
nothig to it.” Mr. Pope is purely and

L Protestant minority of the Province of
Quebec. Why are Messrs, Langevin,
Caron and Chaplean Cabinet  Min-

isters ¢ Simply becanse tbe conatitution says
the French Canadian people shall at least
have three repressrctatives in the Govern.
ment. And s0 on through the whole minis-
terial catalogue until we conte fo M. Cos-
tigan, who protests and repudiates the iden
thet any public man should consider him-
celf as representing = particular class or
creed. Then, if Mr. Costigan declines to be
looked upon asropresenting a particular class,
who does he represent ? If he is not in the
Cabinet to watch over and speak in the in-
terests of the Irish Catholic portion of
the population, what is he there
far 7 Surely the acquisitien of iimber
limits, the Slling of public oftices
and the drawing of salaries from the public
treasury are nct to be the only occupation and
principal care of a Minfeter of the Crown.
No! Mr, Costigan cannot snirk his duty and
his obligations ns the representative of the
lrish Canadian people in the government of
the. country, by sny repudiation of the
ides thata public man should consider himaelf
as representing o particular class or creed,
Aslong as the Orange lodges, the Enazlish
speaking Protestants, and the French Cana-
disns have their representatives in the
Cabinet, and that they act as aach, we can see
no valid reason why the Irish should be made
nn exception {o the common rule, and thaeir
represcutatives refuse to place themselves on
u common level, It would indeed be far
better for the ‘country at Ilarge if
there were no such thing as represern-
tatives of particular classes and creeds ;
bat we have got to deal with the situation as
we find it. TWe have had no hand in the
shaping of this policy of creed and clasy
representation; but until the circumstences
and conditions of the country justify & change
in the system, we -intend to have our rights
recognized, and to have our representatives
give their undivided snd honest attention to
the interests of the Irish Canadian people.
The principal oharge made against the
Liberals by "Mr. Costigan, in the course of
Lis lpbl;uh, wag that tha Mackenzie Govern-
ment, when they introduced -resolntions
granting amnesfy to Ricl and Lepine, did not’
inclvde Professor U'Donoghue. The reasons
for making an exception of O'Donoghue were
stated at the time, and .it is unnecesssry to
refer to them now. The man was shortly
afterwards amnestied’ by the same Govern.
ment. Mr, Costigan of course -charged that
Mr. 0'Donoghue was excluded from the am-
nesty because he ‘was an Irishman, and the
anti-Irish Home Rule Orangemen, whose
game he was playing, cheered the foolish
assertion, Now, what will thoze who talk
of Mr, Costigan’s “honesty” think
they - learn that he himsolf
voted for the resolution which excluded
O'Donoghue from smnesty? The reselutions

introduced by Hon, Mr, Mackenzie, granting-

amnesty to Ricl and Lepine, but excluding
O’Donoghue, were voted tor by the same Mr,
There is
honesty for you. This mion voted for
a regolutlon  which he mnow  con.
the late. Government for..-pass-
ing. -And more. An examination . of

the vecords of the sesion of 1875 shows thet

kenzie's resolation, but he voted against Mi:
Moussean’s amendment in favor of & complete
and nxidonditional smnesty o all who par-
tivipated in the North-West tronbles, in-
cluding Riel, O'Donoghue, Leplne, and
everybody else, ' Had Mr. ‘Mousseau's prop-
osition been adopted O'Donoghue would have
been free, but Mr. Costigan voted sgainst
it, To-day this honest anda chivalrous
msa complains becausze his views were
acdepted by the Houss, Now, what did Mr.
Costigan want 2. He voted for the resolution
extluding O'Donoghue. He voted againstare-
solution ‘to pardon him .completely. These
are the facts, and they were given by Mr,
Casey, M.P., on the floor of the Honse during
the Riel debate, ana no amount of abuse of
Tue Posr will alter them. We leave our
readers tojudge of Mr. Costigan's honesty.
He was also indiscreet enough to refer to the
“New Brunswick school question and to charge
the Liberals with refusing to get the British
North America act amended so agto give
geparate schools to the Catholics of New

why don’t they get the British North America
act changed as they urged the Liberala to
chenge it? If Mr. Coatigan is wise he will
avoid the ‘0'Donoghue and New Brunswick
achool queations in future.

MR, BLAKE AND THE WEARING OF
THE SHAMROCK.

In. his speech on the Landry metion Hoxn,
John Costigan charged the Opposition with
making a cry on the Riel question to enable
them to cross the floar of the House and take
possession of the Treasury benches. This
was the most serious oflfence that could
be charged against the Hon. Edwara
Blake and his followers. Such presump-
tion or ambition wss not to be tolerated.
The iden of these gentlemen trying to
onst the Government was in Mr, Coatigan's
mind, simply preposterons as well as revolt-
ing. Turn out the Ministry and what will
become of me? There's the rub; there's the
gecret of the corrupt and ecandalous tactics

simply in the Cabinet to represent the Loglish

that Sir John and his colleagues are always
ready to adopt to retain the reins of power
and the strings of the natioznal purae. Mr.
Costigan’s uneasiness at the thought of an
honest and true Irishman like Blake coming
into power, reveals the true inwerdness of the
Orange Tory administration. Portiolios,
galaries, judgeships, timber limits, etc,, ave
of more importance to the Ministerialists than
bonest and just Government.

The gem of the Hon. John Costigan's
epeech is probably contained in the foliowing
paragraph:—

‘'be member for Huron (Mr, Cameron) had
made & violeut speech in denunciation of the
Government and had received the endorsation
of THE MoNTREAL Posr. The hon. gentle-
man and his colieaguea expected that the
whote Irish support would be handed over to
them by this newspaper, This, he was sure,
was & contract that this newspaper would
find it could not carry out. To earry out
this programme the leader of the Opposition
(Mr. Blake) and the member for Elgin (Mr,
Casey) woreshamrocks on the 17th instant.
The hon, gentleman had shown a quickened
interest in their welfare Jately by his wearing
of the shamrock, and his eniuiries about the
facts in connection with Senator O'Donohoe,

Such utterances falling from the lips of an
Irish representative in the Government of the
country are really astounding, and are calcu-
lated co produce nothing but pity and con-
tempt, The sentiments thus cxpressed by
Mr. Costigan towards auch tiue Irishmen as
Blake and Casey, who would be a credit to
any nationality, are disgraceful ; and in the

| name of the Irish people of this Dominion we

repudiate the undeserved and unworthy
ipeinuctions made by the Honorable Minis-
ter againat them. What! A Blake
and a Casey not to wear Shamrocks
on the 17th of March, without this open tea-
timony of their pattiotism and love of father-
lend being made a subject of asneer and an
insult by the Hon, John Costigan, the so-
called Xrish representative, on the {loor of the
Canadian Parliament?

And who, of the Irish race, not only in
Canada, tut throughout the world, has
o better right and =& stronger claim
to wedr the divinc symbol of Irish
brotherly love, ucion and patriotism thau the
men who pleaded for Home Ilule for Ireland
with matchless eloguence and surpasaing
force in an alien parliament, and the man who,
in an iccomparable speech, exrosed, denounced
and fought, with everything to lose and
nothing to gain, the demon of Orangeism—
that common foe to Irigh pe'&ca""and union,
And to that man, the Hon, Edward Blake
leader of the oppositivn, the ITon. John Costi.
gan would deny the right of wearing
a shamrock on St Patrick’s Day, and in
weering it would charge him with heing
actuated by the basest of motives. Shame!
The Ottawa Journal, notwithstending its
Tory leanings could not suppress iti[aens'e of
indignation at the proceeding, and remarks
that ¢ Mr. Costigsn must really have been
hord puthed for points last night when he

-had to charge Mr. Blake and Mr., Casey with

wearing shamrocks in -their button holes on
St. Patrick’s Day for the parpose of inveig-
ling Irishmen into supporting them. If Mr,
Blake is not an Irishman, to what nationality
does he belong? And as for Mr. Casey, does
he not come from a family of Westmeath
which has some slight claims of belonging to
Ireland ? And any way, even if they had
not & drop of Irish blood in their veins, it
would not be a criminal offence on their part
to wear a shamrock on the seventeenth of
March, As the saying goes, *¢St, Patrick
was gentleman enough for anyone to wear a
shemrook in his honor,” :

Now as to the complaint that Mr. M. C,
Cameron, the member for Huron, made a
violent speech in denunciation of the Govern-
ment, we musteay that Mr. Costigan "does
not, eithet oatch or .convey tha,: true
‘and full significance of -Mr/ . Cameron’s
gpacoh, n

.

Brunswick. -But now Mr. Costigan is a
Cabinet Minister and his friends in power,.

It was more than” anything V'o"challenge his views or his, condugf:on; -
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?«Mr.- Coetigan mot -only-voted for Mr: Mac-|elwe o denunciation of Orangelsm and a charge

against the Government that it yielded to
Orange olamor in hanging Lonis Riel. Ang
it is a Scotch Proﬁeuhnt, but an honest ang
fearless one, who says it and proves his as.
sertion. If Mr, Costigan had anything tq
say to Mr, Cameron it should have been in
the nature’ of a compliment and of
thanks for his crushing exposure ang
flagellation of the Orange demon. Bat Mr,
Costigan bas too many Orange alliances ang
.ex-Graud Masters as colleagues in the Cabinet
to be gratefal to Mr. Cameron. It is the old
story of & man trying Yo serve two
‘masters: the devil oftener gets the better
and larger share of the service. Tk Posr,
having no such entanmgling slliances and
mindful of what it owes to the conutry, gave
ite warm and undivided adhesion to M,
Cameron's noble snd patriotic speech. The
Irish people, as well as all the intelligent and
fair-minded citizens in the Dominion, have
equslly endorsed it, and it is only so much
the worae for Mr. Costigan if he has failed in
&is duty as a Capadian and an Irishman in
not subscribing to the views and
the sentiments of the the honest
pnd fearless Protestant Scotchman. MMr.
Costigan’s talk abont Tue Post handing
over the Irish vote to this or that party is
pute twaddle. THE PosT has no * handing
over” to do, Our duty and our mission axe
to publieh the news, watch and chronicle
events, exposa falsehood, wrongs and injus-
tios, mdvocate what is right and jast and
then let our readers judge for themselves and
act accordingly. That is the only contract
we are bound to and it ia a contract we will
carry out to the very letter without fear or

favor.
S

THE TEST OF PUBLIC CRITICISAL

Onr readers and the Irish people generally
throughout the Dominion bave, no doubt,
perused the Hon, Mr. Costigan's speech de-
livered in the House on the Riel question.
We reproduced it in yesterday’s iasue from
the columps of the Ga:zelte, a Ministerial
organ. It was far from being a notable pro-
nouncement in defence of the Governmnent,
but, on the other hand, was a rather singular
effort in the way of an attack on THE PosT,
and of a justification of the position held by
Mr., Costigau as the representative of the
Irish Canadian people in Sir John's Cubinet.
Wea do not refute or deny the Honorable
Minister the right to vindicate himself or to
denounce ourzelves on the floor of Parliament ;
but we also reserve and intend to uae the
right of examining and judging the grounds
upon which he bases both his own viadication
and his dennnciation of this paper. So asto
do no injuatice to Mr. Costigen, we will take
his speech point Lty point and discuss hie
statements seriatim, as they were delivered
and reported.

The Hon. Minister opened his speech with
the complaint that ‘“he had been bitterly
*¢ gasailed by a paper in thizs Province, claim-
““ing to be publisned in the interest of
‘‘the Irish Catholic population of the Do-
* minion.” Mr, Costigan may consider our
criticisma of his public acts and official con-
duct to be of the nature of a ¢* bitter aesault.”
We do not wonder at that. A representative
wha hae been accustomed to words of praise
and to favors in and out of season, and who,
by his peculiar position, had nothing worse to
fear from his political opponents than their
silence, must indeed feel a rade shock
and count it a bitter awskening when
public criticlsm is adversely directed
against him, Both the Irish people and their
representatives in every sphere, whether
civic, provincial or federal, of public life in
this Dominion, have beon educated in a false
political achool, where the unreasonable and
dangerous doctrine was laid down that the
Irish representatives were always to be held
immaculate and inviolable. The result was
that no tongue or pen could utter a word
ageinat them, without having the worst of
motives attributed to the critic who had fault
to find with their official conduct.

This silly and childish custom of sparing,
and shielding, and siding with our represen.
atives, whether they be in the right or the
wrong obtains among no other naticnality,
and they areall the better and stronger for it.
It was this percicious false respect for its
public men that weakened and killed the best
enorgies of Ireland for years, It was only
when the National Press threw off the yoke
and dared to say who was fit and who was not
fittofight thecountry’sbattlesand representita
interests in Westminster that the people
got representatives in whom they could put
their trust, and on whom they aould atake
the very mation’s life, It was only by a
fierce and bitter application of the lash of
public criticiem that the drones, the luke-
warm and traitors were. weeded out of the
Irish -representation, In Ireland a man
who cannot stand the test of public oriticism
goes to the wall. And, remember, it is nob
only the rank and file who come in tor public
watching and press criticism, but the highest
and greateat in the land. Mr., Parnell him-
self, na well as the other leadera in the polit-
ical * world, ‘and Arohbishop  Croke
‘and the other dignitaries of the Church are
amenable to public opinion, and have to take
the consequences of any errors they may
commit in their relations with the concerne
of thecountry, Tha result is'that to-day po
nation has a nobler, truer or abler body of
ropresentatives, whather in Church or State,
than the frith people. We have had the first
stage of Ireland’s-experience long eucugh in
this Dominion, and now it is about time thnt
wo enter upon the second stage. .

Our public men must honceforth staxd on
their merita and be judged accordingly, Im-
munity from stricture begets.in a represouta-
tive & sens¢ of self-efficiency which must be .
brooked under oll circhmstances. Ho oulti:,
vatea the feeling that no matter what lice
of policy he may choose . to . adopt,. thatline
raust be followed by the peoplé he reproserts;’

o
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