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NEWS OF THE WEEK.

On the 9th ult., the Royal assent was given Lo the
Canada “ Clergy Reserves” Bill. TFresh exposures
have been made, in the IHouse of Commons, of the
artifices, and cajolery, employed wpon the Irish memn-
bers, and which, to the regret of every well-wisher
to Ireland, have effectually succeeded in breaking up
the Irish Parliamentary party, which, with so much
trouble, and at so much sacrifice, was formed at the
last election. The treachery, to call it by the mild-
est term, of Keogh, Sadlier, and others,—théir infa-
mous violation, of the most solemn pledges, oaths
even—of oaths voluntarily taken, in the holy name of
God, and before the face of the people—have proved
more fatal to the cause of Ireland, than ali that the
utmost malice of Ireland’s hereditary eneinies could
nave inflicted. Treland is now, thanks to the frea-
chery of the men in whom she trusted, and whom she
delighted to honor, without weight or influence in the
Legislature; without hopes of redress for her thou-
sand wrongs ; whilst every paltry Jack-an-apes may,
unrebuked, lift up his voice against her. Ierrepre-
sentatives, many of them at least, have been bought
and sold, body and soul; they are but the tools, the
chattels of the government, who claim, and enforce,
the right of doing what they will with their own.—
IIad an enemy done this, there might have been com-
fort, there might yet have been hope for Treland ; but
alas! it is her own sons, her own familiar friends, that
have betrayed her, and left her naked to her enemies.
Not only has the venality of the Irish members proved
fatal to the national interests of Ireland, but it has
encouraged the enemies of Catholicity, throughout
Great Britain, to renew with more virulence than
ever, their unholy warfare against the Church. Of
this the debates in both Houses of Parliament, dur-
ing the past week, afford us- melancholy proof. It
may be doubtful whether theése fresh attacks of the
enemies of our holy religion will succeed; but it is
certain that, if the general opinion had not been that,
as a party, as a power in the Legislature, the Trish
Brigade, or Catholic vote, might safely be treated
with contempt, these attacks would never have been
made. We allude especially to the Bill introduced
by a Mr. Chambers, on the 10th ult., for subjecting,
to the indecent inspection of government officials, the
tranquil abodes of Catholic ladies, whose only offence
is that, retiring from the world, they have devoted
themselves to chastity and charity, to the worship of
God, and the service of their fellow-creatures.

This new outbreak of Protestant brutality, and bi-
gotry, commenced in the House of Lords, where, on
the 9th ult., the Earl of Shaftesbury presented a pe-
tition praying for the inspection of nunneries. "This
called up Dr. Whateley, who supported the prayer
of the petition, like 2 good Protestant who, when
meditating some act of superlative meanness and ras-
cality,-tnvariably launches out into a little self-glori-
fication, and always prefaces an attack upon the rights
of others, by a long panegyric upon freedom. Thus
he commenced by professing a tender respect for the
“religions and civil liberties”” of his fellow-country-
men ; but thought that the best way of proving the
truth of his professions, in general, was by shewing
their falsity, in particular. By way of excusing this
singular conduct, Lie retailed a series of anecdotes
about nuns, and nunneries—carefully abstaining, how-
ever, from giving names, dates, or localities—all
intended to illustrate the horrors of coaventual disei-
pline. . ,

« He would mention a case,” said this honorable
gentleman,  which came within his own knowledge,

A boy, in the service of a certain institution in Dub-
lia?~—mark be did not say what institution—* was in
the habit of visiting his parents ; but ceasing to do se,
they inade enquiries, and finding they could obtain no
satisfactory information from the institution, they be-

" came alarmed, and applied to the Police, who ascer-
tained that the boy was confined in one of the Roman
Catholic establishments mentioned in the petition.—
The boy was at length produced, and his appearance
was enough to curdle the blood with horror., e
had been apparently dreadfully punished—though only
a trifling pusishment was said to bave been inflicted
—and incarcerated. | The incarceration had been
resorted to, as asserted, merely to give time for the
wounds to cure.”’

Upon the strength of this anecdote—between
which and the Montreal Witness’ legend of the run-
away Jesuit, there is a striking family resemblance—
Dr. Whateley supported, and called upon his hearers
to support, the prayer of the petition ; and from the
complacency with which it was listened to, we have no
doubt that it had the desired effect. Still we have
no hesitation in pronouncing the legend to be a ma-

licious lie, and the right reverend Protestant prelate
who circulated it a malicious liar.. The story bears
« falsehood” ‘imprinted upon its very lront. Were it
true, Dr. Whateley would have given, the names, of
the boy, and of the Roman Catholic institution, where
it oceurred.  ITad such an event ocenrred, the mat-
ter would have been brought before the Police autho-
rities of Dublin—had such an eventoccurred « with-

in his own knowledge,” as Dr. Whateley averred,
he would himself have given information to the Po-:

lice ; nor would le have allowed the matter to rest
so long in sitence. This view of the case was taken,
as we shall sec; by more than one of the speakers in
the House of Commons, who pretty plainly taxed
the government prelate with falsebood, and with bear-
ing false witness against his neighbor. ‘

On the 10th uit.,, Myr. Chambers moved, in the
ITouse of Commons, for leave to bring in a Bill, for
the inspection of nunneries. Tn his speech, the
mover did not so much as atiempt to make out any
case against these establishmeuts, or to assigniany
reason why, the sanctity of the domicile should be so
extraordinarily violated. © An fmpression prevailed”
he said, “that certain persons in these institutions
were subject to coercion”—and upon the strength of
“an impression,”—an impression unsupported by a
single well authentirated case—the Legislature are
asked to set at naught the great constitutional axiom,
that an Englishman’s louse is his castle, and to

| destroy the swrest guarantee for personal liberty. If

supported by the State, the State would indeed have
the right—it would in certain cases be its duty—to
exercise a surveillance over the management of in-
stitutions, by it supported. But a convent which
receives nothing from the public funds, is as much a
private house, and should be, at least, as sacred from
intrusion, as the private dwelling house of any gen-
tleman or lady in the land. Mvr. Berkeley, the:same

-who won for himsell a deal of unenviable notoriety

about two years ago, in the Miss Talbot case, se-
conded the motion.—% Ladies having taken the veil
were precluded {rom seeing their friends, unless in the
presence of the Lady Abbess; this bad happened to
him, and he had been refused an interview with one
of his nearest and dearest friends,”

This insolent allusion to Nliss "[albot, now married
to Lord E. Howard, was not allowed to go unchas-
tised by her husband. The young lady, when at the
convent, had indeed, with o proper respect {or ler-
self, her birth, and situation in society, declined a
proffered interview with Mr. Berkeley—a staunch
Protestant no doubt—but a person with whom, no
lady, especially @ young, unmarried and modest lady,
would feel inclined to hold any intercouse whatever.

<« Lord E. Howard rose and said, that he felt indig-
nant and disgusted that such a person as Mr. Berkeley
should presume to speak of Lady Haward in the im-
pertinently familiar manner that he had done.  That
the lady, now his wite, had ever been detained for one
moment, in a convent, against her will, was false—
(bear, hear)—and in stating that she had been so de-
tained, Mr. Berkeley had stated what was not true;
and certainly he (Lord E. Howard} was by no means
a bad authority. So far from having been détaingd
agninst her will, Lady Howard often expressed herself
with gratification at the joy and comfort she had en-
joyed whilst in the' convent alluded to. It was dis-
graceful that he shéuld thus be compelled to have the
private affairs of his family dragged before the public,
i order to refute these false accusations. That the
lady whose name has been thus unjuostifiably brought
forward did, when in the convent, decline to see Mr.
Berkeley, is trne—and I can assure him’—added sar-
castically his Lordship—¢¢ that she has not any wash to
sce him now.,”

We hope Mr. Berkeley may take the hint, and not
again seek to obtrude himself upon the society of
ladies, for which, whatever he may be for the society
of Exeter Hall, he is, in every respect, eminently un-
qualified. Mr. Bowyer next analysed Dr. Whate-
ley’s pretty little No-Popery legend in the TTouse of
Lords, about the “boy,” and asked, pertinently
enough— Why, if the story were true, no legal
proceedings had been taken? 'The absence of any
sich proceedings satisfactorily disposed of the ease”
—continued Mr. Bowyer—an opinion in which the
House seemed to acquiesce. Lord John Russel] also
‘'spoke at length against Mr, Chamber’s motion, but
languidiy—as one who was fully convinced of its
injustice, and of the falsity of the allegations upon
which its supporters relied ; but still as the writer of
the Durham letter, and the framer of the Ecclesias-
tical Titles Bill. He argued :—

"¢ That there ought to be strong grounds for passing
such a Bill, in 2 country which boasts of its personal
literty. When we come to the intelligible evil—the
evil of persons being confined in.convents against
their will—which the hon. mover has suggesied to the
Honse—without giving any particulars—without any of
Lhose cross-examinalions wilhoul which cases of . this
kind are little worti—we have no evidence whatever;
and yet { think this Honse ought to require proofs be-
fure they legislate upon the subject. The hon. mem-
ber for Cheltenham (Mr. Berkeley,) complains that
he was not allowed to see a young lady, except in the
preseuce of a third person.  This aftords no grounds
for legislation, for the same thing might have occurred
if the young lady in question had been living under
the charge of a Protestant aunt, or any other friend;
the case was entirely of a privale and domestic na-
ture, The rertraints upon females in a convent were
not physical but moral: they were detained, not by
bars and bolts, bnt by their oaths; the only thing
which could prevent this kind of coercion, would be a
law prohibiting couvents altogether,  But, Sir, there
is a further reason, and it seems to be unanswerable,
why we shonld not come to the conclusion to which the
hon. gentleman asks us fo come. The hon. gentleman
says: ¢ Thatihe ladies are confined by force—that their
personal libérty is denied them—and that the whole
power oi the British parliament is required in order
10 set them free from the bonds by which they are
detained.” Now, if it is true that we live in a free
country, don’t tell me that the Roman Catholic gentry
‘of Great Brilain and Ireland are utterly dead to those
feelings of poiitical freedom which animate the sub-

jeets of this kingdom in general (hear hear). Don™t
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"which this bill proposes.

————

common aflections of humarity that they would wil-
lingly see the luws of freedom set at nanght, and . the
doctrines of slavery acted on, towards their nearest
relatious, and that they have not the hear! to stand
up in this house and - denounce that tyranny, and ask
our assistance to shake off theirfetters' (hear hear). I
cannot believe that, if the evil referred to had existed
1o any extent, the Roman Catholic gentlemen of this
country would not themselves have come to this house
and asked uvs to pass a law in order to establish the
freedom of their own near reiations (hear, hear.) For
-these reasons [ shoukl be sorry to consent to a bill on
-this snbjeet ; but is that all the objection? Does the
"ubjection emd with that statement? No; T think the
roljection goes a great eul fmther than this. Ttis
fnot only thal the persous of the Roman Catholic per-
rsuasion do not come and ask us to iuterfere on behalf
Lof theirfemale relatives, said to be detained in prison ;
P but iy isevident that they would feel it 2 serious injary,
i i somewhat of an insult, if we were to attempt the
i passing of such a law (hear, hear). f weare to have
rany law on the subject—if any remedy is required,
i letit be a remedy that will apply to the whole nation
| ¢hear, hear). Let the Habeas Corpus Act be made
moie complele—Iet there be fitter means for all per-
sons, whether Roman Catholic or Protestant, who are
i confined against their will, obtaining the interposition
Yof @ court of justiee; but such is not the remedy

When such a remedy is

i proposed it will be time euough for the House of Com-

I'mons’ to consider its necessity. Bot it is proposed

that application siiould be made to the executive go-
vernment of the country—that the authority of the
Secretary of State shonld be interposed, and that he
should be asked to send down, to thuse houses contain-
inz nuns, an iuspectoy, armed with the power of in-
vestigation, if required. Well, | say that a remedy
like this, differing from the ordinary laws of the laad,
and put in force by a Secretary of Stute, who may be
called upon by the house lo interfere in any case which
may be got up by a popnlar gust of passion in tle
country—such Secretary of State belonging to a party,
who may possibly be favorable to Roman Catholics,
but who, on the other hand, may possibly be hostile
to them,—1 say, that such a power could hardly be
used without exciting feelings of great indignation on
the part of Roman Catholics that their religions insti-
tutions were nnduly interfered with, and that, not for
auy purpoese of public policy, still far less for any pur-
pose of public necessity (hear, hear). You have
heard some symptoms of those feelings in the decia-
ration made by 1he two lion. membe:s to night, that
il such iuspection were anthorised by parliament,
those who belonged to those institutions wonld imme-
diately quit, both this country and Ireland, and would
establish themselves in other countries where they
would not be lizble to that inspection. I cannot con-
ceive such an event happening—I cannot coneeive
the sisters and near relations of the Roman Catholic
gentry of these two eountries leaving this country
withont exeiting the strongest feelings of resentment
on the past of the gentry and middle orders, both of
this country, and of Ireland (hear, hear), And I cannot
conceive that those who have conducted the education
—those who have attended the hospitals and institu-
tions for the sick—ull at once going out as exiles from
this country, withont produeing in the minds of the
lower classes, who have received the benefit of their
ministrations, the strongest {eeling that they are suffer-
ing a grievance from the 'parliament of this country
(hear, hear). Sir, I believe that our interference on
this subject is likely to produce bad effects. I cansee
ne sufficient reason for saying that the general law of
this conntry is not ample for the protection of the per-
sonal liberty of all the subjects of this country. 1 see no
redson to-think so ili of our Catholic fellow-countrymen
wsto believe that they would behold, withont complaint,
their near relutions immured against their will, or
counfined in contraventicn ot the law, and to the de-
struetion of their health and comfort Chear, hear). So
feeling, Sir, upon this subject; having had before in
this house a bill upon this subject, seeing no likelihaod
that the present bill will be at all rnore satisfactory
to e than the one against which I voled two years
ago, I must refuse my assent to the introduction of
this bill (¢heers from the Irish members).

# Mr. Drummond thought that legislation would be
utterly inefficacious. He could not go the length that
some gentleman did in blaming the Sisters of Charity,
fur he had seen the good they had done. Besides,they
had laws against monasteries and Jesuits, and yet
there they were, Jesuits and Mouks, increasing every
hour, and laughing in their faces. By what means
could they insnre the efficiency of this new Jaw 2’

Sir R. Inglis, Mr. Newidegate, and Sir John Ty-
reil, supported the motion, which was opposed by
Messrs. Lucas, Whiteside,and Fagan. Upon a di-
vision, the majority in favor of Mr. Chambers’ motion
was 23 —the numbers being 138 to 115.

Trom an analysis of the votes, it is evident that
the government is not sincere in its opposition to
this iniquitous measure. Members of the govern-
ment, and the feaders of the ministerial party, are free
to speak and vote against if, but we may be certain
that they will make no very strenuous effort to defeat
it, and thereby run the risk of losing the votes of the
Exeter Hall party, upon other questions. L'he whip-
pers in, if judiciously employed, could, on Tuesday
aight, have ensured a majority against the motion;
and that they were not so employed is but a proof of
the bad faith of ministers, and of the little regard
they entertain for the hostility of the Catholic mem-
bers for Ireland. If the latter had remained united,
and faithful to the policy agreed upon last autumn,
Myr. Chamber’s motion would never have been al-
lowed to pass ; we doubt if it would ever have been
introduced. '

The member for Westmeath bas named Messrs,
M. O’Connell, French and Hayter, "as the persons
who bargained, or pretended to bargain, with the
Irish Brigade, that, if they would unite for the ejec-
tion of the Derby ministry, the Income Tax should
not e imposed upon Ireland. Tle above named
gentlemen have not denied the charge; only Mr.:
Hayter professes to have spoken unofficially. "The
scene in the Iouse of Commons to which these dis-
closures gave rise, is described as having been most
violent. ~ "Uhe debate upon the items of the Budget
still continues, but now that the Income Tax question
is settied, cxcites no very lively interest.

Scandal mongers have been abundantly supplizd

tell ms, above ail, that they are so destitute. of the

with'their” favorite” dish lately, ~ A Rev. Mr. Gor:
don, a notorious Protestant.preaclier, having been de-
tected in a most scandalous affair, of whi(?h an ac-
count appeared ‘in this paper last week, has abscong.
ed, after the delivery of a most touchine and edifyine
discourse from his pulpit. A fellow named Wilson
has been commiited for attempting to extort mone

from Mr. Gladstone, by meuans of indecent thremy

The event of the week in Ireland las been the
Tnauguration of the Great Exhibition. Tlis came
off on Thursday, the 12th ult. with great celat, the
ceremony having been performed by is Excel!ency
the Lord Lieutenant. It had been rumored thay Dy
Whateley, in lis character of Government archhi:-
shop, was to have officiated, but this project, if evey
seriously entertained, was pradently abandoned ; they,
was plenty ol music and good singing, but no Pro.
testant preaching or praying. M. Benson, tle arcl;.
tect, underwent knighthood at the hands of 1fis 1ox.
cellency 5 Mr. Dargan refused to submit to a sipi.
lar infliction.

France continues quiet ; but the No-Popery aqi-
tation in Holland still rages as hotas ever. "Trom
the correspondence betwixt the Dutch, and Papal
Ministers, now published, it is evident that the Ky,
had loug ago been informed of, and had then Oﬂ'erc:i
uo opposition 1o, the projected re-establishment of t)e
Catholic Hierarchy. Tu one note, the Minister of Fg-
reigu Affairs is anxious to assure the Court of Rume
“that po opposition will be shown, on their part, to t)
Catholic Church in the Low Countries, beine {reely
organised by the Holy See.” The conduu?ot’ the
King in now turning round upon this same Court of
Rome is inexplicable ; there have been deceit apd
bad fzith it is true, hut upon lis part, and practised
against Catholics. Yet neither these, nor the moye
active persecutions which are menaced, will be able
to undo what hus been done. TSvery blatant bellow
from Dutch Protestantism is but another tribute to the
completeness of the victory of Popery; Protestams
would not sing out so, il they were not burt, and
badly burt, ’

By the Arabia, we have news up to the 21st ult.
"The political intelligence is of little importance. Op
the motion of Mr. Spooner, the sum of :£1,235, for
repairs at Maynooth, was refused ; and immediately
after, £2,750, for the Protestant Theological Pro-
fessors at Bellast, was accorded. 'I'his is how Pro-
testants show their regard for “ Religious Iquality.”
tlis Grace the Archbishop of Dublin, as Delegate of
the Holy See, had convoked a Synod of the Bishops
and Clergy of the Province of Leinster, to be opened
on the Feast of Corpus Christi.  We regret to have
to record the death of ‘the Very Rev. . Roothan,
Geueral of the Society of Jesus, who -expired at
Rome dn the 8th ult. It is again asserted that the
Pope is about to visit Paris.

CORPUS CHRISTI.

On Sunday last, the Feast of Corpus Christi, was
celebrated with all that pomp and magnificence which
the Catholic Church delights to put forth, and which

‘she so well knows how to employ on her solemn fes- -

tivals. Tmmediately after High Mass, the Proces-
sion in honor of the Blessed Sacrament commenced
forming in front of the Parish Church. The Para-
chial banner was followed by the congregation of St.
Patrick’ Church, arrayed in the insignia of their
‘Temperance, and other religious, Societies. Theu
came the members of the different confraternities,
the ladies of the religious communities, attended by
their pupils—the orphan children, under the charze of
the Sisters of Charity;—then the students of the
Montreal, and St. Mary’s, Colleges. The Clergy
came next ; and behind themn appeared the magpnifi-
cent Dais, beneath which walked His Lordship the
Bishop of Montreal, assisted by the Superior of the
Seminary of St.Sulpice, bearing in his hands the Bless-
ed Sacrament, before which, arose clouils of incense,
whilst groups of little children, clad in white, and
crowned with garlands, strewed the way with flowers ;
and the multitudes that went before, -and that fol-
lowed, cried, saying :—* Hosanna to the Son of Du-
vid; Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the
Lord. THosapna in the highest.”—St. Mate. xxi. 9.
The Procession passed along Notre Dame street,
stopping at the Congregational Nunnery, where the
good*Sisters had prepared a beautifu! temporary cha-
pel for the occasion ; it then proceeded to the Church
of Bonsecours, and from thence returned along St.
Paul Street to the Hotel Dien; and so back to the -
Parish Church, which it entered amidst the triumph-
ant pealing of the bells, and songs of praise,
The-weather was, as it almost invariably is upon
these occasions, all that could have been desired.—
The late rains had layed the dust, and the rays of -
the sun were tempered by a moderaté breeze. Not
the slightest disturbance of any kind occurred.—
‘Though thousands and thousands thronged the streets,
not an obstruction was offered—not the slightest dis-
respect was shown-—by any of thisimmense concourse
of people of ali religious denominations j a fact which
was observed, and, no doubt, appreciated, by the Ca-
tholic portion of the community. et us hope that
nothing may occur to interrupt the good feeling whick
at present exists, and that honest men of all persua-
sions will unite in frowning down all attempts to in-
terfere, by violence, with the free exercise of religi-

‘ous worship.

‘We learn from Le Cunadien that the Féte Dien

was solemnised with unusual splendor at Quebec.

Rain fell in ‘the early part of the day, but towards
noon the weather became propitious. Our cotempo-
rary remarks with pleasure, asa proof of the har-
mony wlich prevails amongst the various religious
denominations, that the louses of the Protestant
residents were tastefully decorated in honor of the
oceasion. S
‘We have heen asked—¢ What means this pageant?
Cannot God be acceptably worshipped” without all
this parade? Cannot Catholics confine themselves 1o



