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‘What a Moth-Miller 8aw.

A tiny moth-miller was flying about ina
closet looking for something to eat.

Now, there chunced to hang there among
the other garments o little pair of queer,
old-fashioned boy’s trousers. They were
cut in an outlandish shape, plaited full
into the waistband, and they were very
much worn, ‘Thero were holes in both knees,
and even the patches on the seut were worn
quite through.

Tho little moth thought that surely no-
body would bagrudge her those, so she went
to work at them. :

First she ate a lot of little holes in oze
koee ; then she went toward the top, uib-
Ning here and there os she went.  Finally
sho found a cosy little place under the scim,
aud she determinod to make her nest there.
She had hardly gotten herself comfortably
wttled when she heard a woman coming.

Now, the moth was afraid of women.
They hunted her and her friends withont
meryy. Men werc diflerent—they sheok
the moths out and frightened them away
sometines, but very often they brought nice
powder for them 1o cat, and put it all about
where they could find it cusily.

80 it happened that when the moth heard
the woman coming, she knew that cvery-
thing would be tuken out of the closet into
the duzzling sunshine where the poor moths

- could not see at all ; and that the woman
would catch and kill every one of them, so
she flew-out of her nest and hid in o dark
corner.

Tue woman began at the end of the
row of hooks and took cach garment
down and laid them together in a pile upon
the floor. \When she cume to the trous-
ers where the moth bad been, she did not
put them with the rest. but steod and held
them in her hands ; and she touched them
as though they were something precious.
Soon she saw where the moth had heen at
work.

She put her hand inside the leg ol
stretched the cloth over it, that she migks
see the holes more plaiuly, and her whité

_fingers showed through in many places. She
+Jooked very sad, nnﬁ the moth-miller felt

ashamed and half wished that she had caten’

the new frieze greatcont instend. Then the
woman sat down on the Hoornnd began to
look through the pockets. Out of oneshe
took u hall of string, a key, a c.uple of mar-
bles, and an odd copper cent. She looked
intently at them for a long time: then she
but them all back wheve she had found then.

ext she felt in the other pocket, anil she
drew out a little, shiny, black book. She did
not open it at first. She turned it over and
over and sighed.

The moth-miller heard the sigh and very
cautiously she flew out of the closet. The
woman did not natice her, soshe flew quite
near where she could sce over the woman’s
shoulder, and she read “Diary’ on the covir
of the little book.

Pretty soon the woman opened the hook.
There was » stubby, little, ivory-tipped pen-
cil tucked into the baok ; the point wus
blunt, and the lead worn down on one side,
jus: a8 it had been used to scrawl upon the
blue-lined pages.  Ou the fty-leaf was writ.
ten : ““To Willie from Mother.” The woman
turned leaf by leaf and the moth could sce
what was written there.

The entries were short and in the cramp-
ed, odd handof a 10-year-old boy. "They
were chiefly records of his conduct and of
the weather,

One week was like this :

“Mon. I was good.”

“Tues. I's is afrade it will rane.
good.”

“Wed. I was real good.”

“Thuars. It snoed. I wasg good.”

“Fri. I made o sno-bell. 1 was good.”

“ Sat. I was very good to-day."”

*Yes,” said the woman aloud, * he was
good.”  Then she covered her face with her
hands and wept bitterly.

The moth wondered why she wept.
Willie was not dead nor even ill.  He had
jnst been home on o visit and never had he
looked so strong, and well, and handsome.

And he was making lots of money, too.
The moth had heard the man next door tell-
ing o friend about it as she had fluttered
about his window ame aight trying to get
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TFia. 68. —No. 4742. —Laniss’ Dasque. Price
25 CENTS.

Quantity of Material (21 inches wide) for
3 inches, 4 yards ; 32, 34 inches, 43 yards;
36, 38, 10, 42 1nches, 4} yards.

Quantity of Material (42 inches wide) for
30 inches, 2 yards ; 32, 34 inches, 2§ yards ;
36, 34, 40, 42 inches, 24 yavds, .

Fach size will require £ of a yard of silk
for pleating and § yurds of narrow ribbon for
rosetter,

No. 4743.—Lavtes’ Triuako Skirt, Prick
30 cENTS.

Quantity of Meterial {21 inches wide) for
22, 24 inches, 12} yards; 26, 28, 30, 32
inches, 12§ yards.

Quantity of Material (42 inches widc) for
22, 24 inches, G} yards; 26, 28, 30, 32 inches,
63 yards.

Each size will require 4} yards of 18-inch

silk for knife-pleating and 10 yards of narrow
ribbons for rosettes.

Fic. 63.—Bust]uc No. 4742, prize 25
cents, und skirt No, 4743, price 30 cents,
wre stylishly combiued to form this cos.
tume, and are shown separately elsewhere
in this issue, where a back view may be
bad. Awy woolen orsilk goods are appro-
printe for the model, with o trimming
of Lluck lace, or black over white lace gath-
ered, or sille knife-pleated frillsand velvet
rosetles. The skirt is laid in wide kilt-
pleats tureed toward the centre-ivont, and
then gathered at the iop, facing the pleats
half-way up withthin crinoline, and press-
ing=not tucking—them in position. The
frills are sewed lengthwise under three of
the plents on either side, and finished with
roseties, the front row heing n shorter one.
The sleeves are full over the shoulders,
p-inted at the wrists, and edged around
with a frilling te match that onthe skirt.
The front is in folds from the shoulders,
Iapped at the waist-line, and forms a sharp
point, with o frill around the neck, and
opening up the front. A V.-shaped plastron
is gathered, and worn to fill the space be-
tween the softly falling frills. Two velvet
roscttes still further trim the lower portion
of the front,
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And they bhad said

»

through the screen.
something about ** gay,” and “ wild oats,
and *“ pretty actresses.” The moth had not
understood what they meant, but she was
sure that it was nothing bud, for the men
had laughed and joked about it, so she could
not sec why his mother should cry so.

At last the woman stopped sobbing and
was quite still, except that her lips moved
sofily.

And the moth-miller knew that she was
pmyin(i', for she heard her whisper: *¢ Dear
Jesus, keep hin pure.”

Cost of a Family.

What does it cost to bring up a fumily ? A
gentleman, whose experience will be recog-
nized as having points in common with other
houscholders, bas preserved anacconnt of the
expense to which he has been it rearing»
family of four children. ‘Fo-day li. eatered
the following statenent in his diary. It
might be a valuable fact for the census
takers :

“To-day I close my diary. Twenty-six
years ago to-day I undertook tokeep an ac-
cwate statenient of all my carnings and ex-
penses, so that I might kuow actually how
much it costs to live in & married state. Then
all was anticipation. T and my youn: wife
counted our resources and our expectations.
1 received 515 a weck, with the pronise of
more, I owned a housa comfortalle enough
for frugal young people tobegin lifcin. We
werespa ol houscerent, therefore, and our ex-
penses have never included this item.  Re-
trospectively, I see that we have brought up
four children in comparatively easy circnme
stances. My health las been gooti, and W,
eurnings have heen constantly received.
now receive 830 a week, and we still owe. the
homestead, without any great additions taits
wealth except in an increased amount of fur-
niture. I have little more money than I had
when first married.  Perhaps, all told, I have
$3,500 now of asscts, then I had perhaps,
$2, 500. We have nover wanted for biread,
So.netimes we have felt in need of more
money. Three of the children are now mak-
ing their own wav. Next week the fourth
graduates at the high school,having received
the same schooling that the others have had,
and will begin to look out for himself.

“I shallnotnecessarily be at any more ex-
pense on accomnt of iny children, and the
diary properly ends now. Would [ be able
to go through the same cxperience again of
raising a family? 1 asked my compuanion,
who had borne the greater part, this ques-
tion, and 1 know that she spoke with a
heart full of love, but was compelled tosuy :
¢ Not for all that money could buy would £
gn through again what has beew necessary
to vear a family.’

“Expressed in dollars the totals are these :
In twenty-six years we have received from
my wages and incidental oneys that crme
through my wife and the children, 4,900
—or, say $40,000—besides the amount of
increase m the permanent assets. Given a
plant of about $3,000 and two employces, &
man and wife, it has taken, therefore, ahout
$10,400 o each man produced. This, of
course, included all employees’ expenses.,
The plant is slightly enhanced in vahie, bug
the einpioyces have secn their bLest duys.
The quality of the goods is yet to be demon-
strated. Prospects happily point to cessa.
tion of labor and an increase, of receipts,
but there is no certainly about this.

“Some of theitems of expense have been
these : Doctors’ bills (twenty-scven years),
§2,100(andall paid,probably theonly instance
on record) ; groceries, average per week first
five years, §7 ; next three, 80 ; remainder of
the twenty-six years, 43 a week.  For ten
years it has taken on an avernge one piir of
shoes per week for the family, including my-
sclf and wife.  The most annaying thing I
luve ever known is the rapidity with which
children wear out shoes. Only one thing
approaches it—the high price of children’s
shoes, 1 never could understand how, with
all the civilization of the age und the de-
mand for cheaper results, children’s shoea
have not been reduced in price.  The huinan
ghoeis a fauilure. No man wnot rich can
afford to buy shoes for i family, and if T had
it to do I would go to Timbuctoo, where
neither hovses, mules, cainels, nor men are
shod.”



