with a joint stock, to.be laid out in-the: construct:on of the road
along which it was- intended: that. the trees should glide down )nto
the lake of Lucerne, anarm. or: gulf .of: whlch fortunately ap-
- proaches quite near to the bottom of the mOlIH!&m. The" snm are-
‘quired for this purpose :was: very oon51derable for that country,
amounting to £9,000 or £10, 000 ; ;E3 000 to ‘be laid. ontton-the
purchase of the forest from the communlty o" Alpnach, the pro-
pristors of it,-and the rest being necessary for the constructton of
the singular railway, by which the trees were brought down. In
a country, where -there is little enterprise, few capitalists, and
where he was hunsell' a stranger, this was not the least dtﬂtcult
part of Mr. Rupp’s undertaklng
The distance which the trees had to be conveyed, is about
three of the leaguesof that country, or, more exactly, 46,000
feet. “I'he medium height of the forest is about 2500 feet; (which
measure 1 took from General Pfyffer’s model of thie Alps;’ and
not from any actual measurement of my own. ) The horizon-
tal distance, just mentioned, when reduced to English measure,
‘making allowance for the Swiss foot, is 44, ‘3 5 feet‘ elght Ilng-
ltsh miles and about three furlongs. .
- Along thrs line the trees descend, in a sort of trough, built i ina
cradle form, and extending from the forestto the edge of the lake.
' Three trees, squared and latd side by side, form the bottom - of
| rhe troucrh ; the tree in the mrddle havmw its surﬁtce hollowed 80
o that arill of water received from distance to tltstance, over: the
side of the trongh, may be, conveyed along the bottom, and pre-|(S
serve it moist. . AdJomrnu to the central :part, (of the'trough,)
‘other trees, also squared, are laid parallel to the former, in a
manper so as to form atrough, rounded -in the interior, and of
suchdrmenslons as toallow the largest trees to lie, or to move
along quite readrly When the direction of the trough turns, or
has any bending, of which there are many, its sides are made
higher and stronger, especially on the convex side, or that from
which it bends, so as to provide against the trees bolting or flying
aut, which they sometimes do, in spite of every precaution. In
general, the trough is from five to six feet wide at top, and from
three to four in depth varym however, iu diﬂ‘erent places,.ae-
cording to clrcumstances. ‘ o
- This road has been constructed at consrderable expense though
aa it goes, almost l'or its whole lencrth throunh a forest, the
lmatenals ol' construcuon were at - hand and of sm'lll value. Tt

contams we are, told 30 000° trees 3 it 1s, m general _ supported boitom:

on cross trmbers that are themselves s
Hin thie’ ground and ‘thése eross txmbe ‘
' the surface 3 they are occasromlly under 1t,‘ and’ sometrmes ol
t'aled 10 & great hEIﬂ‘ht above it It: ‘ crosses G itss it ly
' «reat ravines, one at the hewht of srxty f'our feet, another at the
~ height of 103, and the third, -where it goes along thd face of a
rock, at that of 157 ; ; intwo places it is conveyed under ground
" It was finished in 1812. : »
The trees which descend by this conveyance are spruce firs,
‘very straight, and of great size. All their branches are lopped
off ; they are stripped of the bark, and the surface, of course,
made tolerably smooth. The trees, or logs, of which the trough
is built, are dressed wrth the axe, but without much care.
All being thus prepared, the tree is launched, with the root
~end foremost, into the steep part of the trough, and in a few
seconds acquires such a velocity as enables it to reach . the lake
in the short space of six minutes;.a result altoaether astonish-
ing, whenitis, consrdered that the drstance is more than’ eight
mrles, that the average dechvrty is but one foot in seventeen, and
" that the’ route which the trees have to follow JS ol'ten crrcurtous,
" and in some places almost hortzontal ont e o
VVhere large bodies are moved wrth such veloctty as has now
been deseribed, and so tremendous a force of - course ‘produced,
every thing had need to be done with the utmost regularity ; every
abstacle carefully removed that caa obstruct the motion, or that
might suffer from so fezrful a collision. Every thing, according-
ly with regard to launching off the trees, is directed by telegraphic
signals. All along the slide, men are stationed, at different dis-
tances, from half a mile to three quarters, or more, but so that
every staticn may be seen from the next, both above and be-
low. At each of these stations, also i3 a telegraph, consisting of
a large board, like a door, that turnsat its middle on a horizontal
axle. When the board is placed upright, it is seen from the two
adjacent stations ; when it is turned horizontally, or rather parallel
to the surface of the ground, it is invisible from both. When the
tree is launched from the top, a signal is made, by tarning the
board upright ; the same is followed by the rest, and thus the in-
formation is conveyed, almost instantaneously, all along the slide
that a tree is now on its way. By-and-by, to any one that is
stationed on the side, evento those at a great distance, the same
is announced by the roaring of the tree itself, which becomes al-
ways louder and louder ; the tree comes in” sight when it is per-
haps half a mile distant, and in an instant after shoots past with
the noise of thunder, and the rapidity of lightning. As goon as
it has renched the bottom, the lowest telegraph is turned down,
the signal passes along all the stations, and the workman at the
top are informed that the tree has arrrved in safety. Another is

set off as erpedrtrously as possrble 5 the .moment 1s announced

the tree that: hns struck, or correctmn' any :thing thnt
the shde, Arom. the: springing. ofu beam in the:slide: d:
interruption to:the. work is rendered;as: short: as possrble.-

We saw five trees come down i3 the! place where we:stood was
near the lowor end and the dechvrty wiis. mconsrderable, ( the
bottom of the shde nearly resting ‘on- the surface;). yet the: tlees
passed with’ astomshmw rapidity. "The -greatest ‘of- them was a
spruce fir, 2 hundred foet long, fourfeet in dlameter at: the lower
end, and one foot at the’ upper. The greatest- trees are those that
descend with ‘the greatest rapidity; and the velocity as well ag'thel|
roaring of this one was evidently greater than of the rest. A tree
must be very large to descend ‘at all in this manner; a tree, Mr.
Rupp informed us, -that:was only hialf the dimensions of the pre-|:

be able to make its. way- from:the : ‘top tothe- bottom, " One of' the
trees that we: saw, broke by soine- acclden ‘mto two, the hu ter
part stopped almost rmmemately, and theiremnrnlnnr part ca
-rest soon al‘ter. . Thts is'a valuable_faot g

tlvely Tess os the Wercht increases, contrary to the oplnron tha is
wenerally recerved P R A s v

In" viewing the descent of the trees, my nephew and I stood
qulte close to the edge of the- -trough; not' being wiore- mterested
about any thing than to experience the impression which the near,
view of so smwular an object must make on a spectator, The
noise, the raprdrty of the motion, the magnitude of the moving
body, and the force - with which it seemed-to shake the trough as
it passed, were altogether very formidable, and conveyed un idea
of danger much greater than the reality. Our guide refused to
partake of our amusement ; -and ;he retreated behind 4.tree, at
some distance, where he bad the consolation to be ‘assured by Mr.
Rupp, that he was no safer than we Were, as a:tree, when it hap-f
pened to bolt from-the: trough, -would often cut the standmnr trees
clear over. . Durtng the’ wliole time'thé .slide has eusted there
have beon three or four: fatal accldents, and one 1nstance was the
consequence ofcexcesswe temerxty T

¢ ['have, mentloned Pthut a:provisio

-where in ruost perfect condttron, the weather \vet, and‘the tre
very ]argc, the descent was’ sometrmes made in us sl:ort ‘8 ltme a
three minates. - N : R
The trees thus brought down into the lake ol' Lucerne are form-
ed into rafts, and floated down the very rapid stream of the Reuss,
by which the lake discharges its waters first into the Aar, and
then into the Rhine. By this conveyance, which isall of it in
streams of great rapidity, the trees sometimes reach Basle, in a
few days after they have left Lucerne ; and there the immediate
concern of the Alpriach company terminated. They still continue
to be navigated down the Rhine in rafts to Holland; and are
afloat, in the Germ‘an‘Ocean', in less than a month from having
descended from the side of Pilatus, a very .inland mountain, not
less than a thousand 'miles distant.-- The-late Emperor-of France
had made 2 contract f01 all the tlmber thus brought down,
T : R Professor Playfazr.
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.SUM'MER"“IN‘ INDlA

BY CAPT. WESTMACOTT.

Now is the séason when buffaloes bathe .themselves in nvers,
and crocodiles cock their snouts above water to snuff the air, and
frogs disport themselves in deep pools, and porkers of tender age
lie in the mud and are fondled by cherubs as naked as themselves.
And a journey in a palankeen at noon is as good as a2 baking in
an oven, and vegetables are scarce, and fruits plentiful, and the
thermometer rises to near one hundred degrees in the shade,

Now fleas are on the alert, and pack-horses grow weary, and
bullocks think their burdens & bore and had rather leave themn in
the mire than lug them a wile, and the covers of books curl at the
corners like the toe of a Turk’s slipper, and the pores of patients
are opened without recourse to sudorifics. Now changes of linen
are more frequent than changes of the weather, und lean people
fall into a melting mood and are uneasy at parting with their sub-
stance, and fat folks dissolve like sagar—but not so sweetly—and [
no one from Caubul to Cape Comorm cries—<¢ Oh ! that this too
too solid flesh would melt.’? :

Now jellies want consistency, and butter ceases to be sohd
and claret and ale are better for a dip in the ice-pail ; and they
who get into gutters are careful to guard their noses, and they who
forage for grassmust be content to dig up the roots, and they
who look about for geeensward are greenhorns.. Now leatherbe-
comes tough, and shoes shrink in the soles, and corns are a curse,
and they who sct out to walk a leagne are glad to stop ‘ata.furs

ceding, and therefore -only ati eighth'part of its werght, would not |1

|

foot ol' man.
thousands, perhaps
occupres—bearmg o

bazanrs re less. sa\oul y than usual _and. e{gé' congreg
t,he‘ ‘ akes. _nd‘ hold . carmvul_‘ fu honewots i and rank
e in marhet-places,f ‘ fail;
customers m the mornmg ore pretty certatn not to ﬁnd them at
noon. | . L
Now n wa.sherman hns a cooler buth thau LS cool\, and 2 dmner—
pnrty is. anythrnn‘ but a dry aﬁ'aur, and luekless wnghts that%srt

not: ﬁre-proof take: ithe. shad y: slde (i} “n street. : No v tem pos ‘
terrific, especmlly if ushered in’ by thnnder, and exhrbltmn ‘ofithe
electric fluid are dazzling rather than delightful; andga:nbo 8 aro
rare,-and the sky wears a livery of blue, and is seldom overcast ;
and ducks are downcast for lack of drink,.-and water-wagtalls
weep-for want of water ;" and natureis chary of her. charms, and
landscape limners and sonnetteers grow sorrowful and r luctant
inspiration promotes perspiration, and poets: fly Tor. rehe :10:the

pump-room; and dream less of Dryades than of .water-u; rhphs.

. “Now is the- w:tchmg time when tigers - are taken'
and ﬁshes in nets, and fevers in the forests H and 8p

und babtes arecarned about byfbl men, and lrttle chlldren go
along chrrpmg in- hand- chatses and servants earry chatahs to
shade thiem from " the sun. Now to flirt a lady with-. a fan' is
agreeable to herifeelings—and some like to flirt themselves—and
punkhas are in a state of agltatton, and the blood ' of - stagnatton,
and ruddy damesand rosy damsels mourn over therr l'admg beauty,
and pale lasses grow a shade paler, ana brunettes a shade brown-
er, and sick people turn yellow like-a leafin autumn. And now the
ink has dried withoutthe a1d of pounee, and put an’ end to a dry
sub_]ect -ani to weep over the m‘rs ap” s unposstble, for the

Imaume hi ';sphere rollmg l'or thousand
nturies, through'the: orblt whlch
s surface not so much s .0n6.; réasoning
creature—the abode .of fishes—of monsters that ;roamed* about
like walking castles, living on the topmost branches ‘of trees,
treading over forests in their progress, and drmktng up Mediter-
ranegns at a draught ; and in their train nothing but- hya:nas and
leopards, dogs and :reptiles, and winged bipeds of every order
and degree. At length, an upward-looking, erect, gracefal, intel-
ligent form lights.upon the green.tutf from some other orb-—~his
countenance shining with a divine light, at once subdnes them to
his command—they. pass in review before- hun—he ‘gives  then:
names—and from that moment a new order, ol' thmgs commences °
over the whole of: their ancient habitation.. “How drﬁ'erent that
splendxd morning; from the Deis Ire still to. coms.! -

_But e was, alane. I can tltoroughly enter . mto hr_s l'eehngs
when, sented beneath the shade of & spreadmc cedar; he’ 'gazed
upon the Eden around him—just’ bel'ore he’ slept—-and though full
of joy whrle surveymg the charmmw scenes. that met his- eye on
every. side, ond listening to the enchantlng melodres of waving
groves and feathered choirs,. and falling - waters that were, soothmg
hrm '‘to slumber, he was stil) conscious of a voico in his heart re—
mdining to bo-filled up.. -And when upon re- openmg ‘his eyes, af-
his first delicious repose, ‘he. saw ‘standing besrde him’ Evn—Oh

long, and those who go forth to breathe the air _gulp .the ldujstj-"-A

the transport of .that “'moment- were worth’ extle evel from that
garden ot' bliss '—-.Mctropolttan. P R :




