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A CASE IN WHICH IT IS CERTAINLY BETTER
TO GIVE THAN RECRIVE.

THE GREAT SOD-TURNING.
(h'y Ouir Own Special anzd -Particudar Goe-responden'.)

Y OU have received by telegram. the bare facts con-
nected with turning the first sod of the new Regina

& Long Lake Railroad; but ne telegrarn, ne pen, could
do justice te the imposing scene, as it unfo]ded before
those %vho %verc cyc-witnesses. As Mr. Diavin assistcd
.Mrs. t)ewdney frei the platformi to the spot where the
vir-gin soul w-as te Ie broken, it was remarked that, like
ail) sens ble ladies in elevated positions, she set a worthy
example te the peor people w-ho were spectators by the
plainness of lier dress ; the I'night pink calice she
wore reflected in its shiceny folds the bnilliancy of the
sun, and-but w-b> attempt a description ? 'l'le art
of the phetegrapher has given it, in imperishable charac-
ters, te posterity. After Mrs. I)ewdney had gracefully
turned the sod, it n'as gently carried and tenderly
placed in a safe receptacle iîthin the private car of the
Hon. M.\iniister of the Interior. The band then played a
mt-dley. Then follewed speeches. If eloquence could
build a road, the asseînbled crowd would have been able
at the close of those speeches te stop on board a waiting
train, and proceed to Prince Albert as fast as steam could
propel. Alas !even great niinds must ivait on matter
and manual labor. As the ]ast silvery strains of the
inipassioned utterances of the orators of the day floatcd
away in the distance, the listening people said, IlSurely
these be gods, and flot men ! " Thcir glowing w'ords
must have floated on until in Toronto yeu would have
heard the words, 'IL, railroad," had net a prairie lire
caught theni and burned thern te cinders-even now
they may be asccnding in snmoke, startling the denizens
of other îvorlds 1 Lieut.-Gov. Royal n'as the first
speaker. He assured us that rnany men hiad pronîoted
this railroad seherne, but Mr. McDowelI had done the
most--in fiact, Mr. McDowell was the "greatest Roman
of themn al." Mr. Dcwdney endorsed what Mr. Royal
liad said, and gave a complete history of the efforts
made, and by whorn this gigantic wvork hiad been accom-
plishied. He toek his seat amid a storm of applause,
but came forward again te say that Mr. J)avin had done
what lie could ; a littie side issue hie fergot te mention.
Mr. McDowcll modestly admitted that he ivas the man
w-ho bad achieved ail this glory, and in a nîest unassum-
ing way tdm-itted that I)avin and others hiad helped ini
the promotion of this great enterprise.

Mr. Davin, goadcd by the evident intention of the
speakers te ignore his services, upon rising to speak, told
what he hiad done-and it left vcry little for anybody cise
to do, except to furnish rnoney, and a few little essentials
required in building a railroad.

One thing these nieti of rnighit did not mention, and it
wvas a fact niost patent to ail present. G;reat men are a
production of this North-WTest, iindepenident of rain or
droughit. \Vheat and oats miay fail, but statesmen and
orators are a certain crop.

Great brains fromi littie brainlets grow.,
Great tboughts frem little thinkiets flow;
Great mnen this soul can grow, can grow,
As we can show, can show, and blow.

STOCKHOLDER.

REJUVENATED.

M Y uncle has got the elixir of life.
The old fellow is sev'enty-two;

I'm afraid he is looking around for a wife,
Then %vbst amn I going te do ?

1 wvas always bis favorite nephew. You see,
And last month he bas been vcry ill,

I had promised myseif such a mighty good spree.
For hc narned me as hieir in his wiIl.

B~ut this Browvn-Sequard racket bas quite lî-noclced me eut
M1y chances are nowv pretty slim.

The old boy is caverting quite Iively about.
1 tbink 1 shall die befoe, hia.

I met him down town at eleven last night
On a bit of a whirl %vith the boys.

M-e was wboping ber up ini a state of delîght
Andiain ne enl ofa noise.

He is wearing dude pants and has curled bis moustache,
And carnies a monstrous big cane.

Hie drives a fast testn and he's made quate a miash
On a lady %vio's net a bit plain.

1 saw them eut wvalking on \Vednesday nighî.
M1etbought 'twas somne hideous drearn.

But no-for she clung te bis ceaI sleeve quite tigbt,
And simpered, - l'd like some ice cream.

I'm sure they wvill rnarry-be's such an old teol-
And he always wvas fend efthe sex.

This guinea-pig nostrum reverses aIl rule.
'Tis sufficient an angel to vex.

Tee bad, wvhen I thought he %vas geing te dlie
And he wvafted fromi ail earthly strife,

He suddenly jumps up quite chipper and spry-
Confound the elixir eo life!

AT THE C.P.R. TICKET OFFICE.

Q OLOMON JACORS-Il Mein friendt I vants to ge mit
SOttawa. If I dravels mit yeur road dot vash cheaper

ash der Grand Trunk, bey? "
TICKET AGENT-"1 No - just saie prîce."
JACOBS-" Hey-howv vash dot ? But your road vash

efer se miooch shorter ash der Grand Trunk ? P
TICKET AGEFNT-"l Why, cert. Saves you about three

heurs. Want a ticket? "
JACOBs- "Veil, ne. Dot vash a fraud. 1 goes mit

der Grand Trunk, yen I gets efer so rnooch a longer ride
for dot nîeney."

AN ATMOSPHERIC PUN.
QYSEE-" There gees jack Slickum, old Moneybag'sS heir. Isn't he looking very thin ?"I
S-,SA sE-"l He is, indeed ; but it is quite natural that

hiL shouid. Air is proverbially thin, you know.»
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