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gave strength to her sons and made them the
defenders of their own rights and champions of
those who needed their proteclion.”

THE LAYMAN'S OPPORTUNITY.
[Paper Read by Rev. Greo. B. Nicholson, of Fort
Fairfield, Diocese of Maine, at «.meetiny of Wood-
stock Deanory, held on April 11th, 1804, at
Bristol, Carleton Co,, N, B., and printed by
request of the brethren,]

[coNnTINUED.]

Upon these simple rules an army of men aro
working, and working in earnost. Tho Brother-
hood in the U.S.A. has to-day between eloven
and twelve hundred Parochial Chapters with
upwards of ten thousand members. The
Brotherhood in Canada has 150 Chaptlers, A
gonoral orgnnization has been effected in Scot-
land, also in Australia, but Tam unablo 1o state
the numbor of Chapters or numbers.  And now
the nows comos Lhat at lnst tho movement is
hoing agitated in thoe Mother Church, and an
Acting Sceretnry has been appointed to facili-
tato its progross.

Juat think of itl Fifteen thousand men
pledged to pray overy day for the spread of
Christ's Kingdom among men! 15000 mon,
“If two of you shall agree on enrth as touching
anything that thoy shall nsk, it shull bo dono
for them of my Fathor which is in heaven,”

If those men only knew—if they would only
provo fuithful—whut & power there might bo in
tho prayers alone, nsconding duily from 15,000
honrts. They are not all fuithful; that ean
hurdly be expocted, [n thal snered band by
the Ualilean fake there was ong faithilens one,
They are not all faithiul, but in the main they
aro henrtily in earnost. Wo must not lose sight
of tho encouragement that there is where the
worle is hurd, and tho visible results are
meugre, when the toiling brother thinks that he
is ono of 15,000, all praying for the sume re-
gult, and for God's blessings upon their mutual
Inbor.

T would eall particular attontion to the vari-
ous points luid down in the extract from the
Constitution as quoted ;

Iat. “Tho solo object of the Brotherhood of
St. Andrew is tho spread of Christ’s Kingdom
among young mon,”

This object has from first to last been rigidly
adherod to. Iivery organization of mon stale
tho objcet for which it is formed in its constitu-
tion, but often—I1 may say gonerally—ifor tho
purposo of promoting frnternity and sociability,
or in order o nttract othors, or to raiso money
to carry out its purposo such organization will
plan and earry ont pivnics, excursions, enter-
ininmonts, purties, ote., ole, The Brothorhooed
has roligiously rofrained from everything of the
sort.  Considering itsoll u socioty to accomplish
spiritunl things by spiritual meuns, it has con-
sidored all such things illegitimato us methods
of Brotherhood work. 1 do not moun to say
that its mombers refuse to help in tho work
necessary to earry out a Sunday School Pienic
or & Parish Reception. [ simply mean that as
& Brotherhood they have nothing to éo with
such things, Thoy try to kesp in viow the sole
object, which in “tho sproad of Christ’s King-
dom among young men.” In a few instances
Chaptors have undortaken the managoment of
sooinl ovonts, and it has gonerally beon takon us
an indication that its membors failed complotoly
to realize tho meaning of the Order to whie'})
thoy bolongod. In nearly overy ecaso it wns
only the boginning of the end,

2nd. *‘To this ond every man desiring to be-
como a momber must pledgo himself to obey
tho Rulos of tho Brotherhood so long as he shall
be s mombor.”

Here is required a definite pledge to obey
two rules. The rules are so clearly stated that
none may misunderstand them. But how does
u man kpow that he can carry out this pledge ?
In nearly all Chapters provision is made for a
term ot probation varying from one month to
six. At the boginning of this period the
Brothechood, its Rules and methods are ex-
plained to the candidato, and he is bidden to
muke & trial of them, He is thus enabled to
pledge bimself when the time comes, or clse
withdraw, with a full understanding of what
will be required of him as a member.

3rd. *“The Rule of Prayer is' to pray daily
for the spread of Christ's Kingdem among
young men, and for God’s blessing upon tho
lubors of the Brotherhood.”

This rule is simple and direct. The Brother-
hood being an organization for hard work of a
distincetly religious churacter, membership in it
has no attractivenoss except for men who are
in tho habit of praying to God at least once a
day, if not oftener. There is therefore no diffi-
culty in this first Rule. ‘It may be kept by
offering tho petition, “Thy Kingdcm come,”
with & special intention for this object, or it
muy bo by using the prayers printed in the
Brotherhood Manual, or in any maunner which
bost suits ouch individual member, The only
obligation is to earry the Brotherhood and its
object duily before God's throne for His bless-
ing.

4th, “The Rule of Sorvice is to make an
curnest cffort ench week to bring at least one
young man within the hearing of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ, ag set forth in the sorvices of the
Church and in young men's Bible clusses.”

Here i3 a Rulo just as simple as the first, but
80 varying in its application that many men—
unused to personul roligious work—tind it ditfi-
cuii o fuldl it o tho sutisfuciion of their own
conscience, In cities and larger towns—in a
well organized chapter under an efficient direc-
tor—it is not diflfcalt for men to find ample
scopo for effort under this Rule. Theroare the
hotels, with commercial travellors coming and
going, to whom personal or written invitations
to tho servicos may be extended, There are
various public institutions or worlc-shops where
mon are found in large numbers, to whom the
Gosp el may be cavried or invitations extended
to service. There are opportunitios to arrange
special services for mon with noted preachors ;
and thon there aro the strangers who aro
always making their appoarance at church,
and who may be welcomed,—whose acquaiut-
ance may be sought—who may be visited,—
und oftentimos influcnced to become permanent
worshippers at tho church.

But theso means of work are closed, or very
limited in rural districts, and it is sometimes
difticult to see just bow in these places the
sccond rulo enn bo carried out. Lot me quoto
some words from tho Brotherhood Manual upon
tho subject:

“The Rule of Servico scems at first sight
almost impracticablo, except in large cities,
But whon wo consider that it must be con-
striod by sanctified common senso; when we
understand that any word or act said or done
with the sincoro purpose to bring a young man
nonror the Church, or the Chureh nearer the
man, or to bring about a personal relationship
botwoen the Brother and the man, which will
cuablo tho formor to oxert personal influence
to that ond ; whon wo understand that such a
worll or ast is an “earnest effort,” the Rule be-
comos simple and practicable onough, It
moans the consecration of 1 man’s common
sonse, common sympathy and common influ-
enco to “the spread of Christ's Kingdom
among young mon,” and it detines the least
outward and visiblo sign of that consecration
allownble in a Brother of St. Andrew, The
Rule does not have in view a list of fifty-two
mochanical efforts each year, but souls won to

Christ and His Church. Often the best results
are obtained by repeated offurts to win one
man, In practice, the faithful carrying out of
the apirit of the Rale soon makes a literal per.
formance simple and easy; for, wherever the
spirit has been carried out, there so mary
strangers have been attracted to the services,
Bible classes and other gatherings, that in the
simple exercise of Christian courtesy and hos-
pitality, an opportunity has been given every
member to directly invite and urge s young
man to again come * within hearing of the Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ.”

When your man is once in earnest about bis
work he will find opportunities no matter how
he may be situated, It is the work of the Bro-
therhood to stimulate this earnestness.

Tho most effectual agent in Brotherhood suc-
coss has ever been the Youny Man's Bible Class.
This should be conducted by the Rector—or
better still by an earnest layman, if one can be
found who is cupable and willing to undertake
the responsibility, He should be & man who is
attractive to young men, and should try to deal
with problems which are of interest Lo young
manhood everywhere. Such a class with a few
manly earnest fellows in it will always have ity
attraction and it will not bo hard to draw others
to it.

Every member should have cards of invita-
tion, and they must not hesitate to use them
and follow them up in all legitimate ways,

A man onco secured for the class can bo kept
in sight by the Chapter. He will be remem-
bered in their prayers;—they will show a
friendly interest in bim;—one method failing
they will try another;—and who will doubt,
that if such methods are faithfully pursued some
may bo brought to the Suviour,—to repeutance
—to Holy Buptism or Contirmation—and be-
gome helpful lnborers in the Lord’s Vineyard,

The dotail work of the Brotherhood is divided
according to local circumstances among various
committeos. Thero is the Hotel Committeo—
the Visiting Committee—the Hospitality Com-
mittee, &c., &¢. The members serve as ushers
atcharch. When astranger is unfamiliar with
the service a member finds n seat with him and
helps him with the *places” in the Prayer
Book., After service he is not allowed to go
without n cordiul invitation Lo come agnin, If
possible he is detained and introduced to the
Rector. The whole system gives a fecling of
warmth and wolcome wkich, until the rise of
tho Brothorhood, was almost universally lack-
ing in the atmosphere of our churches.

5th,— Any organization of young men in
any Parish or Mission of the P. E. Cburch, ef-
fected under this name, and with the approval
of the rector or minister in charge, for this ob-
jeet,” &ec., &e., “is ontitled to bocome & Chap-
tor.”

In this article the Brotherhood places itself
entirely under the control of the Parochial
clorgy. No Chapter is chartered without the
consont of its Parish Priest, None may con-
tinue to exist if his approval be withdrawn.

Later the Council took a further step, resols-
ing to enter the jurisdiction of no Bishop, with-
out first submitting to him a statement of the
Brotherhood objects, and seoking his permission
and blessing. T might make almost countless
quotations from Bishops and Priests, who have
testified to the value ot the work of the Brother-
hood, but your time and patience, and the limits
of this paper forbid, I will therofore content
mysolf with repeating the words contained in
the Report of The Committee on the State of the
Church, presonted to the last General Conven-
tion.

“ And working in a general work of
marvellous power is the Brotherhood of St.
Andrew, It seoms but yesterday since tho
General Committee had the privilege of joining
in the cclebration of its first anaiversary at
Chicago in the year 1886, To-day it has spread



