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popular. Jerome, in bis latter to Paulo, writes
that the laborers in Palestine sang the Psalme
when at work in the fields. The G allie boat.
men, in the time of Sidonius Apollinaris, poet
and Bishop of Clermont, beguiled their toil by
reciting Psalms. And Theodoret, in the 5th
century, says that they were learned by heart
and repeated everywhere. Here I may remark
that the Psalme were originally intended to be
sung to music. That i a fact admitting of no
question. Tc read zhem is but a poor substi-
tute.

Let us now consider for a few moments the
reason for the universal love for these inspired
lyrica, why they have beau the Prayer Bok off
the Univer..al Church of God from the days off
the Temple services.

They are complete and perfect in themselves.
Tbey contain, as in a small compass, the con-
centiated pecnliarities of the whole Bible.
While other eacred books reveal to us God's
message to man, these teach us how man
ehould reply to and address God. They are the
mouthpieces of the individual soul,. and ail
men, from Christ downwards, have been able
to use thom, and apply thent to themselves
persorally. Perhaps one great secret of their
widespread influence (for they are precious
alike to the fervid southerner and the logical
matter of fact northerner, and they are prized
by Christians of ail denominations) e, that
they apural to the simple feelings of a believ-
er's soti. They express the widest sympathy
witb the needs of ail men, and tbey teem with
words of iniocent and natural joy. They are,
by their complexity and variety, like David in
character, and by thoir elevation of tone and
thoir looking for somothing botter than sacrifi-
cial ceremonies, they rise above past ages and
breathe almost a gospel spirit.

It is true that some Psalms are marked by
a vindictive bloodthirstiness, but this was one
of the features of their age, and admits of a
spiritual -explanation, viz., the rnoted and, un-
compromising opposition felt and sheown by a ho-
liever towards the enemies of God. The Psalms
too wil l over be connected with David, party
from old association, and from the intense and
personal interest which his pooms cannot fail
to arouse in a roader's mind. His Psaims give
us the inner history of his sou], and contain his
private experience clearly set forth. He was
the first great poot of Iesael. To him, as says
Dean Stanley, the songe of his chequered life
were as bis rod to. Moses. bis spear to Joshua,
his sword to Gideon. . IDavid's time the fear
of God the all powerful was passing into love,
and such pure and abeorbing devotion is por-
trayed in the Psalter as pute us' Christians to
sbame. Then the Messianic hopes shine out
with such strength in the Psalter'. They have
their fulfilment in Christ, and in Christ alone.
In Him was deeper love and wider sympathy
than was felt aven by David himseif, while
Christ was free froin David's faults. In Him,
the unity of the soul with its God, se passion-
ately longed for by the Psalinist, found its most
perfect realisation,

I will conclnde with words not my own:.-
"The Psalter, emptied of Christ, would still ho
a collection of lyric poems of admirable beauty,
breathing a pure and lofty devotion, represent-
ing in vivid colore the events and pet-
sons. of the most remarkable people in the
world's history. It would retain its position
among the noblest and most interesting pro-
ducts of human goulus. But to the Christian,
as sucb, it would have no voice, ne meaning,
losing its highest and most distinctive char-c.-
teristic it would forfeit hie ct#im upon bis rov-
preppe anid lovp."

The following are the explanations of words
in the Hebrew superecriptions:-

Neginotb-Stringed instruments.
Nebeloth-Flutes.
Sheminith-With bass voice or bass gecom-

paniment,
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Shiggaion-Lyrical composition expressing

mental excitement.
Gittith-Lyre or molody of Gath.
Mutblabben-Name of melody.
Michtam-A golden Psalm.
Argeleth Shahar (22nd Ps.)-kind of dawn,

naine of melody.
Maschil (13 of such)-Didactic Psalm for

instruction.
Shoshannion-Lilies, name of tune.
Neguiah-Stringed instruments.
Alamoth-Virgins who sang the tune.
Shushai Eduth-Iily of Tostimony.
Aitarsheith-Destroy not but save.
Mahalath-~Sicknesg i.e., a sad tune.
Locinoth-.-For singing.
Jonathelom Rechokim - Dove of Silence,

the name of the tune.

MORE LABORERS NEEDED.

Many hearts, doubtless, have been saddened
by the appeale of our Missionary Bishops for
"more men," more labourers in the vinoyard.
Whence cornes it that, while every profession
trade and calling l se overstocked to-day, that
hundreds of men stand idle " because no man
bath hired them," and the noblest profession of
all is neglected and disdained. A groat work
bas been going on in the Church during the
past sixty years; she bas taken ber own placu
again; nearly three generations bave grown
up with very different Chut-ch toaching to that
which those born in the last century and dur-
ing the first five and twenty years of this re-
ceived, yet surely something is amies, and we
are not building on a firn foundation, if there
go not forth froi our midst a brave devoted
band, consecrated to the service of the altar,
auxious to carry to the most remote regions
the blessings they bave enjoyed, and the Church
teaching ad privileges on which they them-
selves have been nurtured.

And if this le not the case, whose is the fault ?
Lot us ail examine ourselves, for it reste with
us all-our generation, our century, our world
le what wo make it.

It is frequentl>'y urged thut mon will not go
into the Cburch, because-let us put the objec-
tion in its most paimfully crude form-the clergy
are so miserably badly paid, and mon can not
adopt a profession whiclh affords so little possi-
bility of thoir reaching a provision for their
families. It l s 'i low view " to take of the
matter; many of those who urge it allow this,
asd to those who take a bigher view of the dig-
nity of the profession it painfully suggests the
approbiuma hurled of old at those who clam-
oured for the priest's offices that they might
" est a moreel of bread." But if our Bible seat-
ters those who would make their office a more
bread-winning, it also telle us that the labourer
is wortby of his hire. If there is a lack of men
in the Church, it is the failt of those who stay
their bande from giving; who will give and
spare net for the adornment of their persons
and their houses, for the satisfaction of their
sensual, or intellectual, or esthetic tastes, but
withhold the " tenth " from. God.

Othors say that mon will not go into the
Church, because it le such a bard life. A hard
life1 is a lifo of se called pleasure, of penitent
self-indulgence, of systematic nioney-making,
an easy life ? And le it not the fault of aIl off
us, if Our civiiizatio,n has become so effate that
it bas crushçd out of the souls of our young mon
ail jigh courage, aIl capacity of deop devation
to a holy cause, Îeaving there only a dread of
bardship, and utter egotism.

*Under the old diponsaton, as we read in
the 2nd lesson for the eth Sunday in Lent,
aevery male tbt openetb the womb shal bo

calied holy to the J4ord." Why should there
pot be, in every ffaminly, eue giveno the Lord ;
One ebild trained from his earliest infancy for
the service of God in His Church, dear and pre
Clous to pArents, brothers and sisters1 a their

offering to the giver of ail good gifts. An of
fering, not merelv theoretically snd from mere'
sentiment, but in ail earnestuese; ail the more
precious that the duty of adequately preparing
him for his high vocation, entails certain sacri-
fices and privations on the family. Those who
have lived in Roman Catholie countrios, know
how edified and joyful devout Romaniste are
when the sons or daughters of their friende and
neighbours loave their homes for the priesthood
or the cloister, how they applaud the piety of
the seminarist or novice, and uphold them in
thoir opposition to thoir parents wishe. But
lot it be their own sons ordaughtors who h- vo a
" vocation " and al their views are changed,
they bowail their hard fate and blame those
who favor, aid, or counsel the treasure they
will not "offer wiliingly to the Lord." Chris-
tian faLthers, Christian mothers, who love our
Kother Church, ho not thus willing to give te
God of that which costs yon nothing; give one
of your own bright boys " willingly unto the
Lord "; give of the increase with which God
has blessed you, so to provide for the farther-
ance of the Church's work on earth, that the
band of workers sent into God's vinoyard may
have all that to which any of us have a right,
that food and raiment wherewith we are to be
content. If this wero donc our world will be
brigh tor, happier, and botter ; our young mon
would be less elfish, and would have a higher
ideal; our daughtors would ho less frivolous
and self-seeking; th : family would be sanctified
and united i closer bonds of love. Think of
the blessed resuits such a dedication of one
member of every family would produce ; the
hands of the Chuich would he mightily strength-
ened; the sweot Church belle we love would
ring iu those far districts where now they are
nover hoard; social life would b purified and
rofined, and many a difficult social problemu
solved, for which no solution can be found by
those who seekc net the aid that cometh from
onhigh * * *

CORRESPONDENCE.
THE UNCONSUMED CONSECRATED

WINE.
To the Editor of Ta CHRaoH GUAUDIAN:

Sia.-Nothing can now astonish me, even
"in so well ordered a diocose as that of Mont-
rea' I used to be astonished at things writ-
ten and unwritten, but hardly expect to ho
again. If I could bo brought- into a condition
of astonisbmont, such covert attack as that
niade by "Clorie" in your last issue, on a riame-
less dignitary of the Churc and his brother
clergyman would probably be the means.

The only purpose I can see in such a letter
le to hurt fron some cowardly retreat the shafrt
of malice, hoping it will etrike. the somebodv
as namolees as the croature who sent i; on it3
miischievous mission. A true. man having facts
uf such importance of a personal nature to re-
veal would do o in the presence chiefly con-
eerned, that of the clergy offending and the
Bisbhop of the diocese.

It is to ho hoped that in the absence of proof
no one will believe that any clergyman in this
d ;case, however fanatical, would ho guilty of
sncb flagrant breach of order. Of one thing I
am satisfied, I have not yet discovered such an
one.

JoHN C. GARRETT.
Laoolle, 12 May, 18s7.

(Unless Mr. Garrett l prepared to maintain
that in no case should an assumed signature or
title be used, we see littile force in bis reply.
It does not anspver the charge whieh came from
a reliable source. Nor do we think that it
would ho any particular kindness to the parties
concerned to naine them, though it might be to
the benefit of the Church to secure punishment
for the offmce.-ED.]


