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to prove that by the Chirch lie meant the Church
of England:

"To say 'you will not leave the Church,' nean-
ing thereby al true believers in England, is trifling
-1 do not mean so when 'I say, I will not leave
the Church.' I mean, tnless I sec more reason
than I ever sawr, I will not leave the Chuirch of
England as by law established, while the breath
of GoD.is in my nostrils."-iVorks, XVI p 357-)

We feel very thankful to fmid our neighbour cir-
culating such distinct and pointed proofs of John
Vesley's loyalty ta the Cliurch of England.

Whether the Methodists, as a body, wili ever re-
enter the Church, is a question liard ta answer,
but, as in the case referred ta by the Presbyterian
WIilncss, the conversion of Mcthodist ministers ta

the Churcl is of frequent occurrence ; and with
such language as the local Canon Fari-rar quotes,
which le might have multiplied a Lundird Limes
and more, it may wil appear surprising that any
who claim te follor Wesley should remain froi
choice in opposition te their Master's strongly ex-
pressed instructions.

But ire fear the editor of the IVi/ness means
what he has said to be understood as a sneer.
Gon forgive him if lie las nothing better te do
than to encourage controversy. With a world
lying in sin al] around us, surely Christians can ill
afford to be cailing eaci other naines, or in any
iray' assisting te widen tie broaches which are
even now doing more to destroy souls than all the
work of the Christian bodies effects in awakening
sinners. Not sneers but prayers should emanate
froin Christians of all nanes that Goi would
hasten the time when wie shall sec eye te eye, and,
frec from internecine strife, which is of the earth
earthy, may stand together, and as a united host
fight the powers of sin and darkness.

A NOBLE RESOLVE,

W: referred a couple of weeks ago ta the grati-
fying fact that Canon Anson, Rector of Woolvich,
Engliaid, had resigned, to take duty in our Cana-
dian North West. Speaking of this, Mission

ie/d says:-"The Hon. and Rev. Canon Anson
has announced his intention of resigning the mi-
portant Rectory of Woohvich, in order te throw

imîseif into the enomius work before the Church
in the rapidly developing districts of Manitoba
and the North Vest. Such an act, wie need hardly
say, implies ne small self-denial, and shows a
readiness to listen ta cal felt to be froni Goo.
In the sermon on June 3 rd, il which he announc-
ed bis intention, Canon Anson said:-

'"A few weeks ago it iras iy duty to urge upon
yau the duty of our Church with respect ta ather
parts of the worjd. In preparng ta do so, I was
very deeply strirck with what I reac concerning
the truly terrible state of things that exists im]
North-wcst Canada, where 'emigrants, attracted
by a belt of virgin soil extending for a thousand
miles from east to West, are pourng in in numînbers

i Wl iL h i t ofLthe worldwout para e n e sor .)
increasa of population seemus alinost fabulous.

"I have falt that the cal] of which I hai-e spoken r'lie greatness of tlî change ii anc ceuntry in
iras one that I at lcast could not resist. It secm- is shown by flic falawiig faut, tLe tmuth cf
cd ta me ta bc an cmcrgency of the Church i vouched far. l1 i826, ah Halle, ail the
iwhich those clergy, iwho like mîîyself Lad no special i i
haine tics such as is imîîplied in wife and childi-c, t ,
and who might be able ta support tleiiselves b> belevcd n flicl lJ o ai aclrd, and ail tLe ure-
their private ncans, mnight do soniething ta ielp fessers iîcd ia a lxeutial agaiist Tholuek's ap-
ta alleviate by volunteeming for the work." pailluîîent solci> an [ho grouîd of]îis Evangelical

Canon Anson is a brother of the Earl of Lich- belief. Less [han treive yoars aga a rast numbar
field, unrnari-ied, and a uan ai gi-at enrgy, and Joaf Germany's ab e and infoemîtial thinkers assen-

his presence and help in the North West in the'

presenit emergency will' be of the iutmnost value ;
while his unselfish devotion ta duty, as shown in
his resignation of so valuable and important a
Rectory, and the giving up of [le many comiforts
wfith wrhich le lias been surrounded, vill prove ta
the iorld that Christianity is not a nane only but
a very rcal thing. We mîay well repeat the words
of Mission Fiei/-"There is good hope for the
Church at home and abroad when the Church's
emîergencies and necessities are thus regarded (as
indeed they should bc) as her attractions."

IS UNBELIEF INOREASING?

Havruso in previous nunbers given promiiiience
to the presenît aspect of scepticisni, ire conie noiw
ta contrast it with the growth of Christianity, and
te look iito saune of its visible resuîlts. Ta do this
satisfactorily will at Icast require tiro additional
articles. Maîny make thenselves unihappy over
the alleged exceptional prevalence and power of
infidelity. We have tricd ta expose its worst
features oursalves, and we do not fmnd thein se
very alarmning. The power of scepticisi is ian-
derfulily exaggerated. For ten articles on this
subject in the secular press thera is not one re-

spectiig the advances truth is kthuism
and iaterialisn struggle hard and assume umuch,
but they are by lia ineans as irmnidabie as they
appear.

But ve have no desire that our readers should
accept our unsupported stateients in such deep
matters. Ve shall therefore strengtien our asser-
tions by soine quotatiois from tie writings of a
few mnaster minds--nen well qualified ta judge as
regards the prcsent condition of the religious world
and the growth of unbelief.

John Fiske says, "In mi, estimation it is a ver'
serus mistake, though a very comnion one, ta
suppose cthe tendency of modern philosophic
thought is towards mîaterialismî. It seems ta me
that the course of i modern philosophy is distinîctly
in the opposite direction. The latest and ripest
philosophic speculation leaves the gulf between
mîinîd and iattcr quite as impassible as it appeared
in the time oif Descartes."

Joseph Cook, perhaps more than ahnost any
other man living, can speak authoritatively of the
condition a the religion of Jesus Christ. He lias
just recently completed his tour arouund the wrorld,
lias lectured alniost everywhere, and came in con-
tact with all classes of people, 'lhe testimxony lie
gives is that "infidelity, and materialisn are actually
decreasing, and Christianity is spireading, not onlly
in Amcrica, but all over the iorld." In an article
in the "Bibliotheca Sacra" on the religions candi-
tion of Germny, he has mîade sinilar statenents,
and his vicws are endorsed by suîch neminent mncii
as Professors Tholuck, Cliristlieb, and Kahunis, and
also by Dr. Sîrartz, court teacher at Gotha.

bled to do honor te this saine noble Christian
professor and expounder of the faith I

George Ripley, an acconphshed literary critic
and philosophic observer, said not long before his
death that "naterialisn and unbelief had during
the last few decades been steadily and surely de-
clining, and that science was becoming ever more
ready ta confess the spiritual and immortal nature
of the soul, and showing more humility and rever-
ence in their attitude toward Gon:" Mr. Froth-
inghan, hiniscf at one time an avowed atheist, now
asserts that the orthodox churches have grown
stronger radier than weaker during the.last twenty
years.

Those who underrate the present time, and who
imagine Christianity is becoming effete, would do
well to refresh their mernories by' a peep into the
history of the past.

Take, for example, the question of mora/is. We
unhesitatingly affirni that the absence of faith
means the presence of innorality. We know
sceptics assert otherwvise, but they cannot produce
a tittle of evidence in their favor. With [hem the
eclipse of faith does not necessarily involve the
eclipse of morality also. But history and exper-
ience are all against then. Atheism and infidelity
have ever opened the flood gates of imnorality.
Scepticisn neans not only the coinplete overtlhrow
of all the hallowed relationships ofliarnan kith and
kn, but the .:prootin g and destruction of all civil
governients. Voltaire hinmself confessed that if
there were no Gon, it would be necessary to in-
vent one in order to bind society together. Renan
acknowledges that though be kept his purity, lie
felt hinself uinder no obligation to be moral, when
le laid aside his faith. It is clear, therefore, that
religion and norality go hand in hand. Dynamite
plotters and nidnight assassins of the present day
are enlier invariably agnostics, or they only make a
show ofpossessing religion. It is indouhtedly truc
that if -ie throw overboard the Christianity of the
day, nost certainly norality will go along with it.

But to take a leaf from the past, no one who
lias the faintcst idea of the condition cf affLirs, say
in the time of Charles the Second, would want ta
go back ta it. Tle state of morails in that day
was sinply shocking ; the history of the period
reveals a picture sa revoltn that very decent
persan muîîst turn away fromi it in utter loathing.
Taine, in his 'English literaturc," gives us a
glimpsc of the licentiousness and cruelty of [liat
age, and of the base conduct of those who are
by' courtesy called "nobles." Wc do not vish ta
sully our pages by giving an outline of its black
vileness and horrible sins, but let those who inag-
ine Christianity has accomplished nothing, think
of the foui description he gives us of the Dukes of
York and Buckinghan, and of scores of others in
that day. Bad as our times arc, iwe lave nothing,
thank GoD, like tlhat. No doubt there is muci
sin--secret and open--anong is inow; but how
little in colparisoi iih the past! As some
writer las said : "If one of the old martyrs, iwho
had scen the corruptness of the Roman Empire
and the little effect of Christianity, could sec the
Church as it is noiw, wvitlh all its faults, he would
say, 'the înilleniu;m had beguîn.' "

So, while thure is much to keep us humble and
repcrss self-satisfaction, there is nuch also in the
present outlook which is cheering and hopeful,
and which hids us thank Gon and take courage.-
C*>mm/~unica/ed.
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