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before the Romans dovn to the time of Edtward IV. In the
sanie ycar appeared -The Description of Britain," telling
of the extent of the island, its towns, chties, marvels, etc.
The following may serve as a specimen of the style cf this.
flci vcry useful bock : "*At Stonching besides Salisbury
therc be greate stones and wondrous huge; and be reared
on1 high. as it were gaies set upon other gaies ; ncverthcless
it s nlot known clearly nor appreeeived how and wherefore
they be searcarcd. nd se wondcrful har.ged." Then, by way
of liclping bis countrynien te a knowledge of othcr countries,
he publisbed, inl 1482, fli The olychronicon, the author of'
whicb was a monk of Chiester, and which wvas donc into Eng.
lisli about the tine of Edwcard 1l H., by Jolin de Trcvisa,
Caxton nioderrjizing the English that it mighit t>e better
understanded. "*The Image of tic Mirror of the WVorld,"
%vas one of his own translations front the Frenach, in which
therc is ait accousit of the sevcn liberal art.;-11owt nature
workcîb, and hoîw the earth lîolclethl ii> riglît in the middle
of the world- %witha;n accounit, iii conclusion, of tlic celestial
paradise ; the work is furthcr adortncd wiîiî cuts, without
%vhiclh," lie says, " kt niay flot be Iightly titderstood." One
of the rnost popular of tic translations was «*The listory
of Rcyîîard the Fotx," whicl %vas coniposed in the twelfth
ccntury by some unknown ge:îius, aîîd is popular to the pre.
sent lieur. " The Subtil History and Fables of Esop," an-
otiier of Caxton's translations, appearcd in 1483 ; at the
end of thc fables the tranîslater appends a story of bis oitn,
admirable for its hiumour and siniplicit>'. as weIl as for ils
doctrinal valise, but teo lcngtby for insertion bere. Perliaps
thc nîost remarkablc cf Caxton's books wvas - The Golden
Legend,' printed in double colunins, and containing betwccn
four and five lîundred pages largely illustrated with wood-
culs, a wvork wbicli prudent as lic wvas, lie wvas onlly induced
to ur.dcrtake oit bciaîg guaranived thi sale of a reasoinable
îumibcr of copies, and a yearly dole of venison iii adldition.


