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trary, if iy be adulterstedizit {alls to the
bottom of the.veffcl, to which it adheres
without changing its ¢olour, - :
Mr. Lemery, in his treatife of Simples,
calls this “plant the Balm of Judca, fol-
Iowing the error of all thofe writers who
beligve it to be, pecyliar ta that country.
The palm tres was no lefy common ip
the plains of {eripho. It was called rba-
‘sar in the Hebyew, phanix in the. Gieek
language, and Aichla by.the Arabs.  The
tree.grows readily in Syria, and rifes -to
the. hieight of a man, after it has been
planted about five or fix years, <
tes thunk is remarkably fcaly, owingto
the branches being frequently cut when
it is young, in order to make it fhoot up
" the fafter. It Ras no branches but at the
fummit, and its leaves are fhaped like a
fword. Thehranches all inclipe toward

the earth, excepr the ftem, which rifes '

from the middie of the'tree, and that even -
bends a little, in.proportion as-it increa-

fes in‘height, N e

" " Under the branches, ands particularly,
under thofe which have been cuttbe pre-
cediog year, there fpring forth Jirge blad-
dess, which: coptain the flowers. By o-
pening them a little with precavtion, they,
become- dry without dropping: from “the
tree.. Thefe lowers, which, haxe a gredg

- refemblange to thofeof agr wild: jafmine, .

tears of the palm tree.  Even the 'floney
of the fruit are not ufelefs ; they are turn..
ed and manufaured in the fame man.
ner as bones and ivory, which they imi.

‘tate in fuch a manner as often to deceive

the mift curious obferver - the Mahome.
tans ‘carry orpaments made of them in
their hands. ] ) .
Several writers agree in faying, that the
palm trees of Jericho and Egypt have the
famie properties as thofe of India ; -butag

. the Indians arg more indvflrious than the
-inhabitants of Judea, they derive a much .

greater bencfit from this tree.  Of irs
wood they conftruét thips and mafts.—
They fpin the bark and fibres, of which

‘tliey make ropes and cloth ; and they ma.

nufatture cups and vafes of the fruir, after
they have extra@ed the juice of it. *In
a word,’ {ays Hernadez, * the palm tree
furnithes }odia-both with . its, bread .and--
its wine.' : ‘
Pliny. the. naturalift; “has reckoned ‘up
forty nine fpeciés of the palm-tree., Some
of thefe which I faw wore extremgly tall
qtlices  were lower, and  had  thicker
trunks ; fome bear a fruit without a2
ftone ; others. produce afoft fruit, of an -
oblong figure; - and fome have a fruit
whichis large-and exceedingly hacd. '
© Among the palm trecs of Cyprus,. I re-
marked one, near the town of Salines,

are-placed one within the. other, and ad. “which appeared to me very remarkable on

hete by -very. delicate msembranes .to- a
_comamon_ pedicle,

Each- flower. chanegs ingo a fruit, which -

is at firft rod 5 afterward becomes green,
tiff it has' attaiped- half its, fize 5 - and: at
length, grows yellow or brows, accerding.
to. the quality of the balm. When frefh-it
“is;very, four ;- but it turns fweeter as, it
dries, and taftes almioft like our forb ap-
ples ; thefe fruits are -called. dates.

. The top. of the palm trce is covered

fizéequalled the trunk,

account of one of ité branches, which in
From this prin-
cipal\branch procceded feveral fmaller
aones, cn\\:crcd with leaves like thofe of the
wop, andwhich produced dates,. while aji
the 1eft of\the- tree was barren. 1 faw

‘however a great number of bladders on tha

batk of all ths branches. of this palm ;
bur 1 was told that the fowers they con-
tained ‘withered without cver yiclding
fruit, :

" with. a. fubftadcecatled its brain, which_is’  Mathioli, on ths iuthority of Theo-

-nathing.elfe than the feed. . It may very
+ jultly be compared:to the down of the
thiftle, excepe that it is. whiter,, moirg a-

© greesble:o the tafle, and coptains 2 milky -

Juice, S
This tree is of the greateft fervice, “as
" there ks no parst of it-whigh the Orientals

pbraftus, alfurey us, thag themale and. few
male palm tree are equajlys fruitfui ;. “but
this is not believed. in Cypras and - Syria,
In thefe countries there arc fome barren
palm tricsy called males, which are fo ne.
cellagy for. the, fru&ification of ‘the reft,
that, by carryingithem. sway, the fecuna

:'do not-apply to-fome ulgful purpofe.. The dity. of a whole plantation. may. be. de-
.~ wood, thoygh.porous, i?ﬁq»\:ﬁun_.ﬁt for- firoyed,. Thisgis;a certain fadl, of *which

buildjng, ag.ita- fibres acquiré great folidicy 1 had a conyincing. proof. in" the neigh-.
. 'and, powec of refiflance. - Panniers] and . bourhood of Larnic.” R

" bafkets for containing..meschandize, ‘de: . The.palm treg is propagated by plant-
" flingd for. diltant countrics, fuch as; in-  ing thofe thaots which'arife from the raot,,
. €rpfe, myrch,. and: rice,.are formed, of its - or by fowing the flones;of the.dures,. or a
" leayes, lts Branches,. are. employsd:-in | part of the germ:of- the' topy~ called - the
. making. cages, boxes, and even beds —An _brain. ‘it requires:a warm climate, and'a -
- ~agreeable.liquor diftile. from itz vop,-which'™ “moift fandy. fuil, impregnated. with " nitrel’
~may be.drank withoug-any  mixture pahe When it is-nesly, planted; . the roots. are -
“magives: call, it Iekbiy, whichy: fignifies.«the . {uirounded with, faltiand afhes, to giveit



