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tome more cafily, and more frongly elec-,

tric than ac any other time, which does

not indicate a larger quantity of ele@ric

‘matter, but a greater difpofition to receive
Jta L — .

2dly. There is no neceffity, then, to en.’
quire, why air, fitk, wool, hair, wood,
&c. contain 2" greater quantity of-eledtric
matter in this than in another feafon, fince
the fact does not obtain; fo that the
quettion feft for invefligation is only,
Why they poffefs, during fevere cold, a

greater aptitude or difpofition to become.

clectric, than in any other fate of the at.
mofphere ? or, in other words, why- they
become, in a more eminent degrée, idzo-
cleétric ] _ L )
3dly. Air poffefles, like the other fluids,
we call menfirua, the power of diffolving

different bodies, efpecially water, which -

Jat procefs we term.evaporation, and, like

the otlier meaftrua, this power is' modificd

by the degree of heat it pofleffes, fo that,

- ceeterus paribus, warm air can diffolve, and

hold in folution, a much greater quantity.
of water than'cold air. . .

4thly. Suppofe that air, heated to a gi-

ven degreeyholds in folution as muthtva-

ter as is able 'to diffolve, that is_to fay,

“thatit is faturated with it, and it then

cooly down fo confiderably that it cannot

“hold in folution the fame quantity it did
at firft; theie' fhould, in- that cafle, take
place a large precipitation, or a large por-
tion of the diffolved water-fthould feparate
itfelf from-the cooled air; fo that it muft
remain charged with a much fmaller quan-
“tity than before It loft-its hear,
sthiy. 1t follows, then, that the atmof-
phere is never drier than during great froft,
and never more humid than during great
hear; and this affertion will. appear a pa-
- radox only to thofe who confounda dry
with a drying air, and a wet with a wet-
ting air ; or who-do not recolle@ that a
~dry air.may not be of a drying nature,
and that’a humid atmofphcre may not be
~ ofa wetting quality. 1hope, likewife, no-
body will maintain that the apparent pu-
rity apd perfe& tranfparency. of che air, in

-2 fine fummer day, is a proof of its not hes
. ing-charged with a-heterogeneous  matter, .

as that tranfparency is.only the effc@ of a
.. perfedt folution’ of the water it contains,

- It is évidént, by the common chemical’

, opecations performed every day,; that every
peefet folution is -cléar and: tranfparent,
. and that whea it becomes turbid, a pre:
.. Cipitation is at hand. " -Let us confirm this
N Ja&, Sie, by a phenomenon we have an
oppertanity of feeing very. often- in'fum-
mer, viz,
broken cloudsin thie morn
...;93.‘331.ELH{.&.Q.!L‘?I?Q&,Yh;'rlfil.;l,d,ék ing

« . .

_at_them

_that we (hall find thie air full of.
ing, which va-""

_as the fun rifes higher above the horifon,* |

in the fame manaer as chemical folutions
>ecome turbid on*coaling, and clear again’

en heating.

and infenfibly, through chinks, or rapidly
and perceptibly wheén our ftoves are lighte
ed each morning, once in twenty four
hours at leafl. .
troduced, foon acquires ‘the. temperaturs
of the chamber, which is commonly fram
120 to 150, or more, of Reaumur, (in the:
better fort of houfes, for thofe of the come

/

The external air thusine

mon people are warmer) and then recos-

vers its diffolving power, which the feves

rity of the cold had confiderably diminithe -

* edy nay, almoft entirely overcome ; bit
as it now contains little or no humidity,
‘it muft, like other menfirua, attack the
humidity that it finds in the chamber,
with a much greater rapidity than it could
have done wich the fame degres. of heat,
had it not been thus’ purified (or dephleg.
mated, in the language of chemiftry) by
- the cold, All the bodies, then, which
‘happened to be in the room,, muft 'lofe
of. their humidity, or be dried much

. quicker than in any other feafon ; and, in
fad, there'is no houfekeeperin Peterfburg
who does not perceive, to his coft, this ex

traordinary drying procefs, as our furni.

ture warps, cracks, or fplits, much :more
during the rigour’ of. winter than in the

hottet period of fummer, nay, ‘probably
* more than in 'any other country bezween,

.us and the equator.
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/ 7thly. A natural refult of this is, that,

after our great cold has centinued a cera
tain time, the bodies mentioned above,
viz. air, filk, wool, hair, wood, &c. are,

in fa&, without affiftance from: us, driee

than during the reft 'of the year, -and proe

bably more fo than in any. other part of .

Turope, except they are dried cxpff
fome artificial means.

hlyby

" Bthly.” Now thé bodies- I"have enumeras

ted are-all in the clals of imperpedt ideow

ele€rics, and have, -likewife;, the commor -
. property of attrating moifture, fo that
" they can never be perfedtly dry.; but wa -
. ter isyafter the metals, the.moft: pérfed:
“condudlor of the eleétric Auid, or the leaft: :
- of an’ided-eleric, 1 fayy after the metalsy, -

for tthink 1 have oblerved, and’probably:

others have done;the fame, that-warer does
not condut quite fo well a§ they do. :But:. ™
Jet that be ds.iv may, thef¢ bodies'cannot-.

certainly imbibe water without-besoming:

" lefs of an-‘ideo eleftric, in'proportion. as:.

they do fo, and,:of 'cgurfe;  the more thep::’

dry agait
tural quality. " N
~The-fefult upon the whole

T
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a,.the more they recover thelf nas:
' e . ' s' . . - - .‘,".

.

.. ...__6lhljz.;.',I:hich:.:am;‘d'gi‘u'my‘..dry,air- pene./ -
. trates into our apartments, either gently



