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patriotic martial verse. The paradox
lies in the fact that the moat gentle,
sensitive, and refined sex, lu whom
war, atbove ail other social evils, is
mo.st sad(deing, ruthlessly ruinons,
and abhorrent, shonld, as it were,
have "'sprung" lu the occasion, as if
i1, were providentially created for
their sole privilege and glory, of sing-
ing the martial lyries whieh either
inispired, infiamed, and sustained
the patriotic military spirit of
ihteir hiusbands, sons, and brothers, or
commemorated that spirit and heroic
deed and evenit in times of war, ai
that Canadian puetesses should have
exeelfled extraordinarily in martial
verse. Thi is a genr whieh seldomi
ries lu the dignity of pure poetx7,
and which, under the eraftsmainsfixpj
of Caainpoetesses did not altain
lu suli digniity, but wih eeîe
les, was always popilarly reeeived,
proved effective of ils purpsea
not infreqjuently was su inspired and
,well wroughit as to wini the notice
andi pulic appreciation of eminent
foreigu puets and lilrary erîlies.

Furher: the phomenon seems the
more paradoxical and unique wheni
iwe reflect on the nature and culture
of the chief Canadian poctesses-
Clanadian by residence or by birî-
who essayed martial verse. Mrs.
Suisanna Moodie, fi and suprwee
lyrist of the Civil War- of 183'7-8, %vas
married bo a veteran soldier. Besides,
she and lier husband, Colonal Moodie,
bail spent several ycars, preceding
thi war, in Canada daily lghting
for- mere sustenianceý and against de-
strucetion froxu nature, wild beastas,
and miishap by w-aler and tire. Con-
tinually- ths '<roiighig it ini the,
bush"iý (10 use lier own apt phrae),
aud ever batling against dealli, the
"Rightiing spirit" was natuirally en-
genidered in lier hy her intimate coin-
panionship with a sldier-husband,
and by lier consant baille wvith lier
envicronment And havig nalural
literary gifla, which she had fre-
qlueutly exercised with suecess, boii
in prose and verse, inevitably-for

she wvas left alone, in the wilderness
during the P'apineau-MacKenzie
fracas, and, in her abject loneliness,
thiouglits of the war and its possible
dire resuits 10 herseif and Canada,

a elas Great Britain, imust haveý
beeni upperxnost in hermidM .
Moodie turned for, diverting mental
occupation and solace Io writing,
and, to uise AristIot1e's fanions iniedi-

cllontaphor, puirged out lier suir-
ehiargedl einotions by expressing lier
fIghfig qpuit and ilitant paytrio
ism in riniging, rousing, popuilar mair-
t tal verse.

No psychiological subtleties are re-
quired to explain MIrs Moodie s es-
says in patriotie marial verse. The(

aW tif Parsimnn; mpels us Io
find a sulffieient explanation of thle
facet in Mrs. ooi'sinnate lit-
erary genins ait in the stres of lier
social ad poliil environmnent. IBut

whnwe obs'erve, suli aninncet
iiaive, philanthropie, and suffering

eraueas ilarriet Annie Wlilkins> or
bueli a rare, tender, delicate spirit a,,

IsblaV. Crawfor-d, or suchl doxacas
tic, cultuired, and retiring w-omen as
Mlrs. arl Curzoni, Mr.Annie Roth-

w~1l-ehrisiad Miss Agnes Maie
Mcacelebrating the patriotic

mdIaiii of their cuntryxuen or
coinemoiorating Canadian valour,
hProie deed or event, we are face Io
fae with somnethling whieh is n0 me1(re
je( dle joie- (possibly- caused by soine
accidentai poogca conditons of
patriotie, ecstasy), buit whieh is a lit-
erary phenumnron in ilseif.

Fillyý: 1 hlave been carefull 10 ob-
soive tha,,t the martial verse( of Cana-
dian poctesss is lo le regarded trit-
ly ats verse but that, thiougli the(
grwy seldoin attains even in the
mnort highlyv cultivated eountries, 10
the dignity of poetry, the chief Cana-
dian poetcsss who essayed this species
of verse exelled in Yip.Aso I mnust
be understood Io be dealig strictly

ihfirst, martial verse as suicli, and,
secndyCanadian martial verse,

thiat is lu say, verse whieh was inspir-
cd by local Canadlian, conditions, or


